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DECIDING WHICH MACHINES to feature in a motorcycle magazine 
should always be an entertaining thing - as entertaining for the editor 
(that’s me) as the result should be for the reader (guess who?). 

Every month, we sit at the desk and gaze limply at what’s been offered 
to us by CBG’s eclectic collection of authors. Then, after a little while, the 
only way to actually reach a conclusion is go away from the desk and . . . go 
for a ride. Sitting at a desk is all very well, and I’m sure it’s good for self- 
improvement and the like, but it’s bad for the patience and the posture, so 
I prefer to head out on to the roads a little to forget about decision-making 
and much else. Easy to accomplish on a motorcycle. 

The secret here is, of course, that riding a decent bike a decent 
distance puts everything else out of mind pretty quickly. The road can be a 
fairly unfriendly place, and enjoying its challenges while dodging lunatics 
as well as any mechanical entertainment thrown up by an elderly 
motorcycle, while still maintaining decent progress, occupies pretty much 
all of a rider’s processing power. Well - mine at least. 

The odd thing is that by the time I’ve returned to the desk I have a 
much, much better idea of what’s going to go into the magazine. This may, 
of course, have something to do with the fact that while I’m skiving away, 
the Better Third has carried on working and has her own ideas of what 
should be what. Moving on... 

It’s like selecting which images should go onto the cover. The 
Hurricane? Too orange. The Ducati? Too orange. The Norton? Had one last 
time. As you can see, we’re completely spoiled for choice, and you can 
see which image made the grade. Did we make the correct selection? 

On both personal and professional levels. I’d like to welcome Mark Williams 
to our short and select list of columnists. Mark was my first publisher, and 
despite that obvious lapse in his otherwise impeccable taste and judgment his 
views on motorcycling - all of it, not just classic - are as contentious today as 
they were when he launched BIKE magazine back in the mists of history. 

That’s it. See you out there. 

Frank 

editor@classicbikeguide.com 
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This is 065200 with proper lip seal 
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Reverse cone, set of 3^ 2 sets required 

4QO61720A £14-00 
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EBAY SHOPS - http://stores.ebay.co.uk/onestopbikebjts for British Classic Spares 
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Hardcore Cafe 

Drvssinil ftw part 


HE MONTHLY AftCHAEOLOGICAL 

eKpedillor in^p the erqhiv^s always 
unearths a pik of interesting im-^es: 

fong aga, rider$ from long^go, 
ard indeed bikes from long^o^ too. We 
decided tc see what would happen when we prjjTied 
the archive's search engine with an iitstruction to go 
hunting for images with a 'caf^' theme. 

It produced some unexpected ima^es^ literal- 
minded little robot compuler that it is. We were 
on^y a Jittle bewildered by pictures of meals and 
tabletop foliage displays^ but they made Sense to 
the prt^ram^ plainly. 

As well as ihose^ the search unearthed a pile of 
Images of caf^ racers - the machines rather than 
their riders. A small curiosity of magazine life is 
that although it is usually easy enough to date the 
bikes in an image, most of which do not tome with 
a date reference ^ merely a refereriee to the location 
of the image and where it's been used before,, it is 
less easy to identify the riders. In fact., it is 
almost impossible. 

What is mstructiye is that aithough there is the 
clich^d view of what foafS racers’ wore, in fact that 
uniformity appears to be as much a result of 
monochrome photography as it is of the reality of 
the day. The bikes are all grey, so the riders and 
their kit are too. Not ail leather jackets are black, 
and not ail jeans are blue. 

Have a glance at the two images from the Ace 
Cafe sometime m the L960s; isn’t the array of 
machines father more varied than the myth would 
have it? Then take a look at the smaller pic of the 
Norton. This isn't a scene at the Ace but at The 
Busy Bee, and the riders are described by a long- 
ago caplion-writef as Two membefs of the 
Sunbeam Ciub’. 

It doesn't go far enough, as you'd expect from a 
journaiist; is this the club which stilt organises the 
Pioneer Run, or another Sunbeam club? There has 
been more than one Sunbeam club over the years, 
in the same way that there has been more than a 
single caf§ with racers. 

We always end up wondering how many of those 
bikes are still around. And their riders too, of 
course... n 
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Historic racer 


H Above: Ace rider Dunlop and 
museum director, Hewing, flank 
top tuner Crighton, who knows 
more than most about making 
rotaries race rapidly. A sound to 
look forward to 


WILLIAM DUNLOP HAS JOINED the newly formed 
Team National Motorcycle Museum Racing for the 
2015 Classic TT Races. Dunlop will ride one of the 
NMM’s original and iconic rotary Norton racers, 
which originally contested the 1992 British 
Championship, in this year’s Formula 1 Classic TT 
on Monday, August 31. 

Given the bike’s pedigree and Dunlop’s potential, 
this has the makings of one of those unforgettable 
performances - TT fans should plan on arriving 
extra-early at their favourite location on the Isle of 
Man to be sure of getting a great view. 

The rotary Norton really came to the fore in 
Steve Spray’s 1989 British Championship-winning 
campaign, and the 1990 TT campaign, which saw 




TEAM NATIONAL 
MOTORCYCLE 
MUSEUM RACING 




Trevor Nation and William’s father Robert achieving 
podium positions in the Formula 1 TT race. Robert 
Dunlop also won the North West 200 in the same 
year. 

However, the bike is perhaps most famous for 
Steve Hislop’s 1992 Senior TT win, when he rode 
it to victory against the might of the works Yamaha 
of Carl Fogarty. It’ll be fascinating to see what 
happens with Dunlop Jr at the helm: William 
finished runner-up in the inaugural 500cc Classic 
TT in 2013 and claimed three podium places in 
the TT Supersport class in the last three years. 

However, fine-tuning the Norton to suit the Isle 
of Man circuit is far from straightforward, as Brian 
Crighton, who will be joining Team National 
Motorcycle Museum for the Isle of Man project, 
explains: “This bike was originally designed and 
conceived for short circuit racing so we have a lot 
of work to do to adapt it for the challenges of the 
TT mountain course, which is a unique and hard 
place to race. The challenge that we are facing is 
very similar to the challenge that the Norton faced 
in 1992 adapting Steve Hislop’s bike.” 

William Dunlop sounds ready and set to meet 
that challenge: “With my father’s history on the 
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STARS @ STAFFORD 
New! Spannering sessions by TV’s 
Pete Thorne, plus Steve Plater 
hosts Nick and Tony Jefferies. P12 



BEST BIKE BOOKS 

Ripping reading about radical riding, 
from Thru}cton Bonnies to champion 
racers to classic Guzzis. P16 



THAT MAN WILLIAMS 
A new face in this CBG, but MW 
(and FW) got the ball rolling with 
the U&CBG back in 1987. P52 



bike this was too good an opportunity to turn down. 
It was his favourite bike as it was a real challenge 
to ride and the Isle of Man will be a great place to 
race it. The Classic TT is now my favourite meeting 
of the year so I’m particularly excited to be on the 
rotary Norton.” 

This race won’t be the only opportunity for fans 
of the rotary Norton racers to enjoy seeing the 
bikes in action. The NMM is also supporting a 
special Norton rotary parade lap on the same day, 
which will unleash 15 (!) of these unique 
machines on the mountain course, being ridden by 
the likes of Trevor Nation and Steve Spray. 

Other famous riders will fill-in for their missing 
comrades; for instance John McGuinness will 
represent Steve Hislop on the 588 NRS Norton. All 
of the Nortons will be on display throughout the 
four days of the Classic TT festival. 

This is obviously a massive commitment to the 
Classic TT on the part of the National Motorcycle 
Museum - it’s no small business to bring bikes 
that have been on static display back to fully 
working specification, suitable to be ridden around 
the world’s most demanding race circuit. James 
Hewing, director of the NMM, explains why they’re 
making all this effort. 

‘The founder of the museum, Roy Richards, had 
a huge passion for British bikes, particularly 
Nortons, and he always liked to see the bikes 
actually running rather than just being displayed. 
I’m sure that he would have approved of this 
campaign and his two sons are right behind us. 
This is a great project and I’m particularly pleased 
that we have got Brian Crighton on board as we 
couldn’t even begin to try and do what we are 
doing without him as part of the team.” 

If you can’t get to the Classic TT in August then 
you can always see a stunning collection of the 
rotary racers at the NMM’s base in the West 
Midlands. It houses the largest collection of British 
Motorcycles in the world with more than 100 
marques including BSA, Ariel and of course 
Norton. See nationalmotorcyclemuseum.co.uk 


Bright light 

m LUCAS HEADLAMP SHELLS, as 
fitted to Triumph, BSA and Norton 
bikes of the 1960s and 70s, are now 
available again from eleetrieal 
speeialist Paul Goff. The Tin headlamps 
eome in seven styles, with/without 
ammeters, switehes and sueh, and in 
the later ‘flat baek’ format. They eost 
£42.95 plus delivery from 01494 
868218 / norbsa02.freeuk.eom 




Royai Enfield on the rise 


GLOBAL SALES OF ROYAL ENFIELD bikes are booming - up from 178,121 in 
2013 to 302,592 last year. The firm plans to better that progress in 2015 and sell 
an additional 150,000 motoreyeles, as Siddhartha Lai, the GEO of Enfield’s 
parent eompany Eieher Motors, explains. “Royal Enfield eontinues to grow at a 
phenomenal paee, and this year we have aehieved our best ever-sales of more 
than 300,000 units. In 2015, we plan to manufaeture 450,000 units.” 

This is all part of a plan for Royal Enfield to beeome the world leader in the 
mid-size motoreyele market, perfeetly positioned to sell bikes with all the kudos 
of a heritage brand to the rising affluent elass in the Far East as well as in the 
west. To that end, the eompany is building two new ‘teehnology eentres’; the 
main one in Chennai, with a satellite operation being established in the UK in 
Leieestershire. Lai says: “These teehnology eentres will signifieantly enhanee our 
eapability to exeeute our long-term produet strategy. Royal Enfield eontinued 
with its strategie foeus on international markets, 
strengthening its presenee in key markets sueh as 
the UK, Europe, US and Colombia in 2014.” 

Test rides on the eurrent models are available at 
dealerships aeross the eountry. See royalenfield.eom 


wi 


Royal 

Enfield 
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Products 


Rims 

Spokes 

Nippies 

Tyres 


Services 


Wiieel Building 
Shot Blasting 
Powder Coating 


C&nti^at ' S&9 Station Road, Cbl4$hU I 

Wheet ' t Birmingham, B461HT 


Gomponents J email: info@c« ntral-whealxo.uk 


fax: 01675 466412 wab: wwwxentral^hoolxo.uk 


Chronometric 
Instrument Services 

We can supply, repair and restore the 
correct Chronometric instruments for any 
British Motorcycle from 1929 to 19631 

* Over 200 concours chronometric instruments 

in stock * Repairs from £40 • 

• Please contact me with your requirements for 



Chronometric Instrument Services 

British Motorcycle Instrument Specialist 


01159 206156 

info@chronometrics.co.uk 

Unit 21b The Sherbrook Business Centre Sherbrook 
Road, Daybrook, Nottingham NOS SAT 


www.chronometrics.co.uk 
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t/ITM5CHMJC UfiSURfnOA & ampoN€ma£AMmG 


Stafford, St^nd 
No: 147^145 
Main Hall 


Using 

Ultrasonic 

and 

Vapour 

Cleaning 


We specialise in the cleaning of all 


internal & inaccessible passageways 


of most mechanical alloy components, 


we specialise in the motor industry. 


CALL CHRIS CLAYOEN ON 05602 051339 
on VISIT WWW.CARBCLEANING.COM 



AUTO ELECTRIC SUPPLIES LTD 

Fast Ma f I Order Service 
j Order Online or by Phone 

Uiy 01584 819552 


www.autoelectrlcsupplles.co.uk 

FREE iOQ page cittMogue avdfi/aLi^e 
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THE SPRING STAFFORD SALE 

The Internationa! Classic MotorCyde Show 

Sunday 26 April 2015 

Stafford 

Last call for Entries 

For a lol 0rerwew visit bonhannsxonfi /22720 


For (Jetaits of how to take part 
please contact our London olfioo. 
or visit bon hams, com/motorcycles 
lo submit a complinf^entarv online 
seller request . 


ENQUmiCS 

Motorcycles (Lcr^cfon) 

+44 (03 20 8953 231 7 
ukmotorcycle$@bonheiris.corn 

CATALOGUE 

+44 [03 1666 502 200 
&ub3CTipition$@bonh^nis.oofTt 



193& ARIEL 497CC RED HUNTER 

El 0 , 000 - 12,000 




1962 ARIEL lOOOCC SQUARE FOUR 

ca.ooo - 12^000 


ises VELOCETTE 499CC VENOM THRUXTON 
£ 13 . 000 - 16.000 


1972 TRIUMPH X75 HURRICANE 
£ 15 , 000 - 19,000 


Bonhams 


bon h ams. c om/motorcyc les 


MDEVGLIFE II STAFFORD SHOW 


Restoration & recreation 



PREVIEW 

APRIL 25-26 

2015 


■ Below: Pete Thorne (right) 
takes time out from ITV’s The 
Motorbike Show to host the 
new Restoration Theatre feature 
at April’s Stafford Show 


THE APRIL STAFFORD SHOW is undoubtedly one 
of the landmark events of the year for British bike 
enthusiasts. This year’s event promises to be extra- 
special, showcasing a new live feature; the 
Restoration Theatre. 

This series of 10 sessions across the weekend 
is ideal for anyone about to take the plunge into 
their first restoration, or for owners who’d like to 
tackle their own maintenance and need a bit 
of a confidence boost before setting to with 
the spanners. 

The Restoration Theatre will be hosted by Pete 
Thorne (who you may know from ITV’s The 
Motorbike Show), dispensing essential, 
practical and down-to-earth 
restoration advice with 
accompanying demonstrations 
in five daily seminars. Pete 


will give show-goers the low-down on a variety of 
different topics, such as fitting cylinders to a twin, 
dismantling and (then the hard bit) reassembling 
gear sets, electrical fault finding, and his top tips 
for completing a successful renovation project. 

The information will be useful for every level of 
restorer, based, of course, around classic bikes 
although the topics being discussed and the 
methods and techniques featured will be of note to 
anyone with an interest in mechanics and 
engineering. The emphasis is most definitely on a 
relaxed and friendly atmosphere - so don’t worry; 
there won’t be a test at the end. 

Pete will also be available to answer 
questions from the audience. Access 
to the Restoration Theatre is 
included in the general admission 
fee for the whole event, so there’s 
no additional charge to attend any 
of the sessions (although it’s 
advisable to turn up early as these are 
expected to be extremely popular). 

The Classic MotorCycle Show already 
incorporates several live-action events where 
classic and vintage machines shake, rattle and roll 
around the county showground. Established 
favourites such as the Classic Racer GP Paddock - 
where famous racing machines are fired up - and 
the trials demonstrations of the Classic Dirt Bike 
Experience will be joined this year by the return of 
the Classic Cavalcade. 

These cavalcade sessions take place in the main 


A series of hands-on, how-to seminars provide even more entertainment at this 
ApriVs Carole Nash International Classic MotorCycle Show 

PHOTOS: MORTONS ARCHIVE 


DIARY DATES 


APRILS 

Classic Bike & Car 
Meet, The Victoria, 
Coalville LE67 3FA. 
01530 814718/ 
vicbikerspub.co.uk 

APRIL 3-4 
Land’s End Trial, 

overnight, from 
Bridgwater to Cornwall. 
themotorcyclingclub.org.uk 


APRIL 4 

South Midlands 
Autojumble, Ross-on- 
Wye livestock market, 
HR9 7QQ. 

01989 750731 

Rufforth Autojumble, 

Rufforth Park, York 
Y023 3QH. 

rufforthautojumble.com 


APRIL 5 

Classic Motorcycle 
Show, Tile Shop, 
Buntingford. 

07963 609143 

APRIL 6 

Ashford Classic 
Motorcycle Show and 

bikejumble, Ashford 
Market, Orbital Park 
TN24 OHB. 01797 
344277 / 

elk-promotions. co.uk 

APRIL 10 

Classic Bike & Car 
Meet, The Victoria, 
Coalville LE67 3FA. 
01530 814718/ 
vicbikerspub.co.uk 


APRIL 11-12 

Prescott Bike Festival, 

Gotherington near 

Cheltenham. 

prescottbikefestival.co.uk 

APRIL 12 

Newark Autojumble, 

Newark and Notts 
Showground NG24 2NY. 
01507 529470/ 
newarkautojumble.co.uk 

Big Breakfast at Midway 
Truck Stop, Prees, Shrops 

Bovingdon BBC Jumble, 

Bovingdon Airfield, 
Bourne End HPl 2RR. 
0208 252 6831 / 
woodclass.com 


Suffolk Classic Bike 
Show, British Legion 
Hall, Long Melford. 
01787 881803 

Classic Motorcycle 
Show, Yorkshire 
Waterways Museum, 
Dutch River Side, 

Goole DN14 5TB. 

01405 768730/ 
waterwaysmuseum.org. u k 

APRIL 18 

Scorton Autojumble, 

North Yorkshire Events 
Centre DLIO 6EH. 
07909 904705 


For more details of what's on go to 
www.classicbikersclub.com 

While every effort has been made to ensure accuracy of the 
information in Diary, Classic Bike Guide recommends 
checking with the event organiser before making the journey. 
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show ring, and give owners their chance to parade 
classic British and European motorcycles for all to 
admire (contact the show team on 01507 529430 
if you’d like to parade your P&J). The venue’s 
bandstand will also be utilised for the first time 
with an eclectic mix of live ragtime, country blues 
and western swing music. 

Then there are all the other aspects of the show 
not to be missed: the concours and club displays, 
trade and autojumble stalls, memorabilia and rare 
spares, and a series of interviews with the guests 
of honour, Nick and Tony Jefferies. These stars of 
motorcycle sport will be chatting live on stage to 
Steve Plater as well as presenting the prestigious 
array of awards and signing autographs for their 
many fans. 

The Bonhams’ auction will inevitably draw the 
crowds and maybe some more famous faces - 


■ Above: Two members of the 
massively accomplished 
Jefferies family, Nick and Tony 
(seen here in a typically 
committed situation), will 
entertain the crowds with tales 
of their racing exploits 

■ Above rightiThis ultra-rare 
Series-A Rapide will go under 
the hammer at the Bonhams’ 
auction at Stafford 


although if you happen to spot an FI world 
champion in the sale hall, please give him the 
space to enjoy his day off. 

The star bike of the sale is an extremely rare 
pre-war Vincent HRD Series-A Rapide, which was 
rescued from the scrapheap, and lovingly restored, 
and is estimated to sell for around £250,000. If 
that’s just a little bit too rich for your blood then 
check out the earlier listings in the auction, 
because there are bargains to be had among the 
bread-and-butter bikes while most bidders are 
distracted by the bling... 

The Carole Nash International Classic 
Motorcycle Show opens 9am on Saturday and 
Sunday, April 25-26, at the Stafford County 
Showground ST18 OBD. Discount advance tickets 
start at £10 for adult admission from 01507 
529529 / classicbikeshows.com H 


APRIL 19 

Classic Motorcycle Show, 

The Fox, Aspenden, 
Buntingford SG9 9PD. 
07963 609143 

Malvern Classic 
Motorcycle Show & 

Jumble, Three Counties 
Showground, Malvern 


WR13 6NW. 

01484 667776/ 
classicshows.org 

APRIL 25-26 

Carole Nash 
International Classic 
Motorcycle Show, 
Stafford County 
Showground, Weston Rd 


ST18 OBD. 

01507 529529/ 
classicbikeshows.com 

APRIL 25 

Autojumble, Squires 
Cafe Bar, Sherburn in 
El met, Newthorpe. 
07809 141777/ 
squires-cafe.co.uk 


Auction of collectable 
motorcycles, Cheffins 
sale ground, Sutton, 

Ely, Cambs. 01223 
213777 / cheffins.co.uk 

APRIL 26 

Bonhams Spring 
Stafford Sale, at the 

Classic Motorcycle 


Show, Stafford ST 18 
OBD. 0208 963 2817/ 
bonhams.com/motorcycles 

SBMOC Classic Bike 
Show & Bike Jumble, 
Newhaven Fort, East 
Sussex. 01903 247245 


GIANT AUTO & BIKE JUMBLE 

SCORTON — North Yorkshire Events Centro DL10 6EH 

S mins off A1 at CattGrIckp B13S3 CBttorick to ToBBide rOBd - 1 mile eaE-t of Soorton ■ Starts Tam 

UhDEFteOVEtT & OUTSIDE 

APRIL 18th & MAY 16th 

ADMISSIO-N tJ.DQ - PITCHES fROM £12 « A MASSIVE 10 ACRE SITE OF AUTO AND BtHE JUMBLE INSFDE AND OUT 

AMPLE PAHKIHG - EXCELLEm REFRESHMENTS Call bert on 07909 904705 
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iPEEDWEAR m 0151 e 52 424 t- 
WWW. s pee d wea r. CO . u k 




t'GauRgBlsm'^Bl 


Anglia Wheels 

www.ang I ia* vyh ee I s.co. uk 


Trained & Endorsed by Derek Yorke 
See ArticFe in Old Bike Mart, l^sue 309, Page 1 1 



♦ Co/npetJtjon ♦ Oassic ♦ Motocross ♦ Sirpermoto 
§ Aff Motorcycle & Car spoke wheels rebuilt 
♦ Full selection o f rims and spokes available 


ALL SPOKES ARE BENT, CUT AND ROLLED 
IN-HOUSE, IN ORDER TO PROVIDE A BESPOKE 
SERVICE FOR OUR CUSTOMER’S HUBS 


Mark Clements 

Tel. 01787 475150 • Mob. 07765 906323 


Speadweaf Ltd, 12 E^naafard Ava. Prenlpn„ WirTal. CHJ 3 QSX 


58 Mount Pleasant, Halstead, Essex C09 1 EG 



vhs iwrp ft ttui wwrid WWW- tracjh^ools^ 


See Stafford Main Hall to tha left hand aide Plot 


Taps and Dies 
Special Sizes 
Diestocks 
0p)ced Sets 
Tap wnertches 


PRODUCTS 


Erdmills 

Clearance Bargains 
Biol Dnils 

TaiisiockPie Holder 

Drills H3$ 


Centre Drills 
Reamera 
Drill sela (HSS) 
DHIIs 

Thread Chasers 


4cme 

7?/?$ 


• All British Cycle Threads Available 


Taper Sftaelk 
Drills BSS 


Reamer 


Taps A 

Dies 


^Tracy Tools Uci 

^ SpaciaJist, Tool Supplies 

Teh 01803 328 603 Pax: 01803 328 157 

Uiiii 1. PArhitetd lAd B$rEon Hill wav, Te^QUAv, Devon Toz CUG 

E^ail: info@tracytools.oom 
www.tracptooiSpCom 






Top Brands, Huge Stock, Fast Detivet-y. 


www.weinoto.com 


Phone: 01273 597072 
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Ifsiisifrrn 

WWW, hagon-shocks . CO. uk 
Tel: 0208 502 6222 

Fax: 0208 502 6274 


Hagan Products Ltd 
7 Roebuck Road 
Hainauk Business Park 
Hainauk 
Essex IG6 3JH 



EUROPE 


24 Years' Experience 
with Sealing Ethanol 
Sensftive Fuel Tanks 


, ConikEcak fiSO WariftyiOIV Plating lCi(j 

C-TSl 750 5*alw Concenif are Tank Availalil¥ 


T«l 01 2S2 56051 S 

Wvk our website for tnora pfx>docts andpnfofiinadon 

w w w.cas we I leu r ope.co. u k 

We tlEarOf^fatTing, mECEl ^inpihing/fEiEoratian produ^ti plus much morE! 




'Nornous 

Newark 

AUTOJUMBIE 

Newark & Notts Showground^ 
Newark-on-Trent Notts NG24 2NY 

(junc A1/A46/A17-signed) 

SUN APR 12 

Alfo June 7, Juiy S, Auc 11 


CUSTOMER EARLY BIRD PASS 8am-9am CIO 


DAY ADMISSION Warn > £6 


LARGEST + BEST Of4E-DAV AUTDJUM-BLE IN UK - over 3000 plots previously - inside end out - vest classic display - up to lOOOr- 
IcarSr bikes, commercialsr kits, custoniretc) - FREE DISPLAY AREA forclessic cars and motorcycles (just pay admission charge) - FREE 
Trade Pspot'S- FREE Sat night camping ^ caravanning (toilets and breakfasts available] Tor staitholdars - FREE stewcrded oostomer 
perking. Established 30 years of leading successful events. Demo, restoration and trade stalls welcome. 

Pbss from only £13 pre-booked. Send SAE for booking form or download from website. 


Over 3M0+ ptefs previously - reduoed admission for ciassics from Warn 


cbm MAM 


MORTONS MEDIA GROUP LTD Media Centre, Morton Way, Homcastle, Lines LN9 EJR 
Tel. Cn5{>7 529470 Mob: 07824 145472 E; rgra ham ^mo rtons.co.uk 
Web. www.n ewarkautojumble.co.uk 
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lUDINdUFE I! BOOKS 


Recommended reads 



BEING THERE 

BV HUGH ANOtRSON 

WiS 372 PAOE SOFTBACK with extensive 
fl lustrations explores the SS^year racing career 
of four-time world champion Hugh Anderson, 
snd comes highly recommended by our own 
Alan Cathcart. Read how Anderson grappled 
with the 1^6 GP Suzuki with its tiny 
power band of between 13,500 and 
MiOOOrpm. or how he fini$hed second m the 
Dutch TT Oft the 50cc Suzuki with three 
spokes missing from its rear wheel after a 
vicious slide had rapped them out. 

Other taies reveal how Anderson met his 


future wife in Assen hospital after a TT race 
crash tshe was his nurse)^ and recall 
memorable battfes such as his 12-33p epic 
against Jeff Smsth on the factory BSA. Alan C 
$ays: "'This book this is one of the most 
interesting and articulate racing 
autobiographies I've read, a finely written 
memoif which gives an in-depth picture of 
what it was like riding for a Japanese factory 
in theearSy L960s. Fascinating/* 

Avadable directly ffom Hugh Anderson^ 
via hyghandersondclear.netnz 



DIRTKrOS 

BVNEV MMON 

il AUTHOR NEV MASON enjoyed an eventful 50^year career in 
the motorcycle trade as one half of the Neva I enterprise which 
brought Russian motorcycles to Britain. At weekends, he took to 
the rough ^]tuff in competitive moto-cross and ac rambling, and 
he's written a series of books based around his experiences of 
motorcycNng. These include road -racing, dirt bike riding and 
more from the !950s through to the current era. 

Mason's books are mtended for adults, but IVev suggests that 
the younger generation wid find them entertaining too^ They're 
ideal for anyone Peking unpretentious nostalgic reminiscences 
about the nftty-gritty of riding life. Prices range from £4.95 for a 
standard softback to £11.95 for the special-edition illustrated 
autobiography, and all are available from nevmasonbgoks.com 



AN ADVENTURE TOO FAR 

BT ORAitAMi-i^ 

m FOLLOWING THE SELL-OUT SUCCESS of the ariginal Daisy's 
Diaries, cfassic rider Graham Ham has now produced a sequel to 
his original epic adventure- The all -new second volume begms 
some four years after the first book finished. Grahann gave up his 
day job. bought an old bike and rode off into the sunset. 

It sounds Eike a dream but it became a reality as Graham 
tackled the demanding Landmark Challenge on his L94S 
Triumph Speed Twin, meeting adversity head on and making 
many good friends along the way. An Adventure Too Far picks up 
the tale some 55,000 miles later. Often amusing and full of 
interesting asides, this is 3 book which continues to champion 
the joys of classic motorcycling. 

If you can't leap into the saddle yourself and head out on the 
highway on an old bike, then reading this is the next best thing. 
Initially -available as an ebook, priced £4.99 at amazon. co.uk 



Announcing our new l^yr' anti corroi^ion warranty * Quality work. prittks-ii- Oyn't le-ave it to chance dv il ^jnce dp it right. 
qut^Iity of work maiter^ m"" - All work comes os standard 5 year warranty 


ALL EUROPEAN & OVERSEAS ENQUIREES WELCOME Look out for new website for ike EU anti UK 


www.ctc-pDwci 0 r-c-a 3 ting.ca .uk www.pa wdarcDOtod-cy fttamcarpUirls.cQ .uk 
email; msppdegoQuienfialippm 2a-3g Oenhffdge ind Eat Heybrldoa. Maldon, CW Tel, OtBSl 541100 
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'ruiEJ^rPM 

Thruxton 

Bonneville 

l9Sy 


aMwJi'i .'L^ivhwv-' 



TRIUMPH THRUXTON BONNEVILLE 

BYtlAyOKJSINIICH 

m THIS JUST-PUBLISHED NEW TITLE Cfescribes how the 
competrtion Bonneville was conceived ^ the design modifications 
carried out by the factory, including detail on special 'works 
only' parts for racing, race preparation, and their immensely 
successful racing campaigns, especially at Thruxton (after which 
the bike was named), Montjuic Park in Barcelona and the Isle of 
Man TT- 

Includes forewords by Les Williams and George Hopwood, and 
covers the full story of the racing Thruxto-rt Bonn evil les from 
1959 to 1969 with race results^ factory specifications, racing 
modifications, race rules and homologation, and detaiFs of riders 
and dealers. Features more than 300 photos, in colour 
throughout. 

Price £24.95 from panther-pubNshing.com 



BEYOND THE COFFEE SHOP 

B¥ NICKAOAMS 

m MOTO GUZZl RIDER NICK ADAMS regularly rides into the 
wilderness Of northern Canada aboard 40 -year old motorcycles 
(ones famous for their dodgy electrics) without any support or 
even a phone signal to fall back on. As Ntck explains; "There Is 
a moment, when youTe in the middle of nowhere and the bike 
starts pumping hot black stuff all over s^our boot, when you 
think: oh Godp what on earth do I do now? 

'"VouVe miles from the nearest town, the last vehicle you saw 
passed in the other direction half an hour ago, and it's raining 
carnivorous blackflies and bulldogs. It's the kind of fear that 
keeps many people closs to their dealer, close to the coffee shop 
and close to home." 

He survived to tell this entertaining tale, which also serves as 
a useful guide for other riders with similar ambitions. Available 
as an ebook for £4 fro-m ama^^omco.uk 


THE DRAGON RALLY 
PICTURE GALLERY 



Ttif. tjg t.Htr 


THE DRAGON RALLY PICTURE GALLERY 

fiVCATOflGAN 

m ONLY THE TRULY BRAVE can boest that they ve attended the 
gruelling mrd~wanter Dragon Rally, but this limited -edition 
collection of photographic reminiscences gives the rest of us a 
chance to experience the flavour of this long-rurrning event. It’s 
a companion volume to the 2011 publication, which compiled 
articles, storfes^ statistics and photographs from riders who have 
attended the rally over the years. 

The new book runs to almost 200 pages of photos from rally- 
goers, Conwy MCC and the Morions Archive, and it celebrates 
the camaraderie of the rally itself as well as the achievement 
(eccentricity?) of all those who attend it. 

Price £14.99 from rnorganmaps^btinternet-com 


Donington - Tho Golden Years 


(j, W. 

Uc'hu^ V Jot^a mt Kwmrtc 



DONINGTON THE GOLDEN YEARS 

BV RhCHAflD V lONES AND BOfl ZWA17TS 

m A CHANCE FIND of an old album of photographs led to the 
publication of this book^ which necalis^ the halcyon days of 
motorcycle racing at Donington, from when the original track 
opened in 1931 until its do-sure just before the Second World War. 

The book corLiain$ more than 100 images, many feat-urJng 
rider L W 'Len’ Taylor, supplemented by other photographs of the 
period. As well as descriptions of the racing, there are also brief 
histories- of some of the riders, both the famous and les$ well 
known, who gave the crowds so much pleasure in what was a 
difficylt decade. 

Available from blurb-CO.uk/b/553S440-donington-the-golden- 
years 
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RIDING FASTBACK 


NORTON'S £M£ET 


TRIAUDOUGUU 


3rr-RdiAa r«ifJFf-tncA¥ft7 


Postcode 


Please pay Mortons Media Group Ltd direct debits from the account detailed in the instructions, subject to the 
safeguards of the Direct Debit Guarantee. I understand that this instruction may remain with Mortons Media Group 
and, if so, details will be passed electronically to my Bank/Building Society. Originator’s ID number: 830390 


Signature 

Reference number (office use oniy) 


SUBSCRIBER BENEFITS 

> Pay only £3.33 per issue 
saving 21% on the cover price 

> Delivered to your door before 
it goes on sale in the shops 

> Never miss an issue! 

PLUS DON'T MISS 

> Exclusive offers 


(:R750 rr 


Account number I. L LLIJ., LJ J Sort code 

Name of Bank/Buiiding Society 


Address 


Mobiie Year of Birth 

Address 


Postcode 


DELIVERY DETAILS (if different to above) 
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CLASSIC BIKE GUIDE 


SUBSCRIPTION FORM 


OFFER CODE: CBGDPS 


APRIL ISSUE 


SIMPLY COMPLETE THE FORM BELOW AND RETURN TO: 

CBG SUBSCRIPTIONS, PO BOX 99 
HORNCASTLE, LINCOLNSHIRE LN9 6LZ 


SIX MONTHLY 

DIRECT DEBIT 

UK □ £20* 

EU 

REST OF WORLD 
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CREDIT CARD/CHEQUE 
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interest to our readers, if you wish to receive such offers piease tick this box □ 


i PAYMENT METHOD 
IITn DIRECT DEBIT 

■all 

Instruction to Bank/Building Society to pay by Direct Debit: 

I would like to change/take out a subscription for £20 per six months (UK only) 


2. □ DEBIT/CREDIT CARD 


Please debit my: 

Card number: "j | 

□ Visa 

□ Mastercard 


□ Switch/Maestro 

.[ 

Start date 

/ 

Expiry date 


/ 

3 digit verification code 


Switch issue number 



Signature 

Date 


> Access to the 

Classic Bikers Club website 

> Great competitions 


FOLLOW US AT FACEBOOK.COM 
/CLASSICBIKEGUIDE 



3. □ CHEQUE I enclose a cheque made payable to Mortons Media Group Ltd 





SUBSCRIBE FOR JUST £20 



PAY ONLY 
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3 EASY WAYS TO SUBSCRIBE 

SUBSCRIBE SECURELY ONLINE AT www.classicmagazines.co.uk/cbgdps 


OR SIMPLY FILL IN THE FORM PROVIDED AND RETURN TO OUR ADDRESS 



Scrapheap challenge 

Sleek and subtle, this modern cafe racer strips a Honda 
twin back to its bare essentials 

PHOTOS BY DCC 


■ Above: It’s remarkable how 
stark a fairly tubby standard 
production Honda can become 
when stripped of every 
unnecessary thing 


HERM NARCISO AND Jason Michaels at Dime City 
Cycles in the USA should know what they’re doing 
when it comes to 1960s Honda twins. A few years 
back they started out with a 450 Honda in a small 
garage and a selection of borrowed tools. They now 
run a thriving custom components business, 
supplying high-quality kits for cafe racers, flat- 
trackers, scramblers, bobbers and brats. 

They don’t normally build bikes to commission, 
but the machine you see here was something 
special. Its creation was filmed for the Discovery 
Channel as one of those scrapyard challenge TV 
series (excerpts are on YouTube). And building the 
Brass Cafe CB certainly was some challenge... 

When they found it languishing in a Florida 
junkyard, the 1968/69 CB450 was mostly 
complete but in a very sorry state. The seller tried 
to convince Jason and Herm that it was worth more 
because ‘guys back in England are racing these 
things’. As it stood, the CB couldn’t have out-run 
an angry alligator, but still Herm paid $700 for it. 

Once they got it back to the workshop, the 
Honda’s true state of awfulness became obvious. 
Not only was the engine seized, almost every 
moving part didn’t (move), and anything which was 
supposed to be solid was nearly completely 


corroded away. When Jason pulled off the exhaust 
pipe an almighty cascade of soot issued forth. 

Even before it was consigned to oblivion, the 
CB450 had led a tough life. 

In many ways that doesn’t really matter, because 
the object of this project was not to restore or 
refurbish the bike in its original form. This isn’t a 
customer bike which has to be put back to 
standard specification one day. The CB450 
provided a framework for Dime City to demonstrate 
their components, skills and expertise. 

So much of what you see is all-new, bespoke 
fabrication and custom-built components, although 
the guys rejuvenated as much of the original bike 
as was practical. Their aim was not only to create 
something astonishing, but for it to be 
recognisable as a late Sixties Honda, “what could 
have been a factory concept bike from the 1960s, 
if Honda had tailored their efforts towards rich 
tones and style from the cafe racer culture”. 

The basic Honda frame was retained and 
adapted with some major modifications; cut ’n’ 
shut at the back with a new steel hoop and some 
additional bracing. All the original factory joints on 
the frame - which were never intended to be seen, 
remember - were TIG welded to add both strength 
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and elegance. The tailpiece was sculpted in 
potting foam to create the shape which was then 
moulded in glass fibre. Some of the modifications 
enhance the machine’s usability, others are 
obviously entirely cosmetic. Where Honda went to 
some lengths to tidily hide the final drive chain, 
it’s been totally exposed on the Brass Cafe CB. And 
while the original CB450 could be ridden two-up 
in relative luxury all day long, the skinny solo 
saddle on the Brass Cafe provides about the same 
amount of comfort you might have encountered on 
an original 1960s cafe racer; none whatsoever. 

The slinky petrol tank is an original CB item 
which has been extensively reworked. The 
sidepanels were cut out, bent and beaten into their 
current concave configuration, then welded back 
into place. The filler cap triggered the whole ‘brass’ 
theme. Herm commissioned it from a craftsman 
who builds similar but much bigger items for hot 
rod cars, and it came with the brass insert. It’s not 
vented, hence the separate venting arrangement 
with the pipeline running along the tank - a 
functional item which adds decorative flair. 

Similarly, the front suspension and brakes were 
modified to match the brass theme and to improve 


■ Above: The fuel tank is an 
original, cut and reshaped to 
appear otherwise 

Racing Mikuni cards supply the 
mixture, aided no doubt by the 
brazen nature of the... ah... 
velocity stacks. Or bellmouths, 
as they were known the last 
time caff racers were in vogue 


'It purrs beautifully when idle and 
at low speeds, and screams to life 
like a TT machine when it gets into 
the high rev power bands' 



You can’t buy this actual bike: it’s not for sale. But 
you can build something very similar yourself. 
Dime City Cycles sources and manufactures a 
vast range of OEM, aftermarket and custom 
components for modern classic and vintage 
motorcycles, including tyres, handlebars, seats, 
exhaust systems, mirrors, carbs and fuels tanks. 
See dimecitycycles.com 


their operation. The forks are from a slightly later 
1972 Honda, set up to suit the bike’s lowered 
front end, and then adapted to reveal a section of 
springing. The wheels are the original Honda 18- 
inchers, powder-coated gloss black. A standard 
front mudguard was slimmed and lowered; the rear 
mudguard is a DCC special part which mounts to 
the swinging arm. The 7in headlight is another 
DCC component, with integrated indicator mounts. 
The twin shocks are race-style gas-charged 
dampers with remote reservoirs. 

The Sin, nickel-plated brake drums have been 
opened up to improve cooling, trimmed with brass 
mesh. Look anywhere on the bike and you’ll find ^ 
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MDEVGLIFE II DCC CB450 



■ Above: Exposed fork springs, 
a large gap where there were 
once electrics and air filters, 
dropped bars, rear-sets and 
peashooters. Who could ask for 
more? 


handmade components echoing the brass theme, 
from the tape-wrapped footrests to the rear brake 
arm, including carb tops, spacers, adjusters and 
even spoke nipples. Combined with the gloss black 
paintwork and discreet yellow pinstripe, it all 
makes for a handsome, integrated look, and 
certainly comes close to the holy grail of a ‘factory 
finish’ effect on a special build bike. If there’s one 
styling misstep then it might be the yellowed fuel 
breather pipes. They’d be better in black, surely? 

Or brass? 

As well as all the visible modifications, the 
engine internals received plenty of attention, too. 
The motor’s been boosted from 445 to 505cc with 
ceramic-coated oversize pistons, fitted with custom 



MANUFACTURED: 1965-74 ENGINE: Air-cooled dohc vertical twin BORE / STROKE: 70 x 


57.8mm CAPACITY: 445cc COMPRESSION: 9:1 MAX POWER: 45bhp @ 9000rpm MAX 
TORQUE: 28lb-ft @ 8500rpm CARBURETTORS: 2x 32mm CLUTCH: Wet, multi-plate 
TRANSMISSION: Five-speed, chain final drive FRAME: Tubular single down tube semi-cradle 
FRONT SUSPENSION: Tele forks, two-way damped REAR SUSPENSION: Swinging arm, twin 
shocks, adjustable preload FRONT BRAKE: 21s 8in drum REAR BRAKE: 8in drum FRONT TYRE: 
3.25 18 REAR TYRE: 3.50 18 DRY WEIGHT: 4121b WHEELBASE: 53in SADDLE HEIGHT: 


31.5in GROUND CLEARANCE: 5.5in ACCELERATION: 13.2 second standing quarter mile TOP 

SPEED: 112mph (All data for standard CB450, circa 1968) 


cams, and the top end has been comprehensively 
polished to optimise gas flow. The electrics were 
converted to a Dyna electronic system. The Brass 
Cafe still uses a pair of 32mm carbs like the 
original CB, but these are Mikuni racing items and 
they breathe through a set of bespoke, brass 
bellmouths. The exhaust system is a mix of old and 
new - the original downpipes were cleaned and 
rechromed, grafted on to new sections to produce 
the upwards sweep, and then finished with a set of 
Norton-style peashooters. “The custom exhaust 
really puts out a unique sound,” says Herm. “It 
purrs beautifully when idle and at low speeds, and 
screams to life like a TT machine when it gets into 
the high rev power bands.” 

The standard CB450 vertical twin motor 
produced 45bhp at 9000rpm - nothing to be 
sniffed at for 1968. It weighed over 4101b, but 
even so was good for 112mph and a 13.2 second 
standing quarter mile according to Honda. Herm 
tells us the Brass Cafe weighs around 3851b so 
that’s at least 251b saved. We’d love to know the 
full performance data for the reworked Brass Cafe 
CB but sadly that info isn’t available, as is often 
the case with recent builds. If it was our bike, we 
wouldn’t be able to resist putting it on the dyno to 
measure the end result of all that effort. 

Apparently it ‘easily exceeds’ the lOOmph mark, 
and the throttle response is lively enough to lift the 
front wheel at the rider’s whim. How do they resist 
taking it to a drag strip to see what it’ll do? 

The Brass Cafe CB took four months to transform 
from a barely rolling wreck. “It’s one of my 
favourite builds of all time,” says Herm. “The bike 
is extremely nimble and a joy to whip around the 
twisties. It will never be for sale.” So we asked the 
final question: what would it cost to build a bike 
like this one? “We would never entertain trying to 
make another like it. So it’s priceless.” mb 
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^Tfk 'Wofids Largest 'Independent' Swd^t of OfdStocS:^ ^otorcpck Spares" | 

SPECIALISTS IN PARTS FOR HONDA S 

ALL AT aiSCaUISITED PHICES 
kaep in stock most ol Iho parts roquirod for both orgiro 


OrdHH- Dn-LhnS: 

Viaa4 cm^0fi0henaii«drhd aa&y Id ub«. fiecuro ofilii^ atora - l^«affx»9 

Honda aiKf arts nmer Hat bimio parts hslod iw rnjndKKfs oi mMSe^a. 
We alOCh mofiy large GdidpOnefiES: 

CytirK^rs. SarTslav Crankeaa#a, Wha«^, Tanias, EKhausn. Fairing Panata, 
5ea1&. Fidrnas pIo. 


rdt>4>ild& and oompldlg r^fitoraUDn fhroj-&cls. 

DIRECT REPLACEMENT EJiHAUSTS 

CBX1QOO 422 TYPE, E - 2 INCLUDING BRACKETS AND SHIELDS 

CBaso FOUR saa type, set of 4 exhausts 

CB7S0K2 FOUR 341 TYPE, SET OF 4 EXHAUSTS 
0B^5DIC3 pour i04rYPf^. SET OP 4 exhausts 

Wa /KVHHi- n^gu- deSvsnas at ota arxi otmokrtef Hixxii fMsts tfuiHjptxxjf JTw- ^raar: e^r3^} or iaxjJ-ckif HeOHia 

DAVID SILVER SPARES 


Paris Bupivlbc-rs Ibr aJil Hcnila mD^orcyclDs: 

FttMi Eha bOfly 60'a a^id Ttf'a daaslea 1o curnant modal-a 


WWW* rf avi dsl I m r C9*u I* 

0 1720 SI 1020 or fax us on oi72e SJ2IV7 or Email on saios^KiAvidsiivorsparas^co^uK 
dross? Unit 14 H»st«rlord Industrial Est^to* Station Road* Lolston^ Sutfolk |Pld 4|0 


£iL 


uir/MAre biice paint 


BRI&TOL 



we urtciertiike sii tym &f cJawic to nwiern paint work and tody rtp^\n 
PinEtnjjIng ard plastics repaired wr>ee^ painting underrafcen. 

Alt orid^nai coiaiirs matcried. 
ee$pokE MPtor-CYClES - ButU with np 
Telephone' Andy on^ 0i17 95$ 1690 trnai(: and vubp^Kf vexo.uk 
wimatesiKePJinr, unitia uvsFarm ind Estate, CharitoniSiaag. Keynsi^. BrisJiiai BSM ZSE 
WWW. u itlmateDl kepaint.co.ulc 




•s- rh 


BIKC KACKC 


Pra? indudsE i ghc tioa?d and ramp 

Single Bike £300 

Double Giko £375 

Treble Bike £419 

Quad/Sidedar £365 

Tow Para: supply and frt or DIV Jal available 


SjKHiQ whflflH £^0.5<l D^d^3. each Enul^ toJT>e> mlpi ind^pondwrr sgspensign. clt^^ lp9Ck^ 
Dc-tfawn wcLrtty-ICMrttbg fflCiHy. 4?mcv*j|a igW iKUrt:'. 

N{>iv viaP-ifwun&iig tffjciwti! hand ^cof i^aga El S^if. sootca aviiset- 

r^h 0 1 7^2 B2& 062 Mobiles 07B60 702 1 1 2 

Eifiail: inf o@<l3 vecooperxo.uk www.davecoeper.co.uk 


DauQ Cooper. Ubil 7 Patbngg Court farm. Hodsoll Street. Wraflham. Kenl TWl S 7LH 



Qur kit modules provide all the 
m^jor ^niJ instructions 
r^q.uired to transform your donor 
bike into a stunning old school 
cafe Edcer 


Cim 


CAFE RACER KITS 


: 1 
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Brownies Cafe Racers Ltd 

Like to own a custom built Cafe Racer? 

- Don't have time or akilts to build )t yourself. 

• Suilt to your spe^fioation and budget.’^ 

- Give us a call, chat through your ideas. 

• Make the first step to realising your dream. 

Rj'cfe with Styh 

WWW. cafeHracer.0r9.uk 
}nfo@cafe-racer,o rg.uk 


^ /'ifi 


07538 735230 
01296 747075 


f r. 

brdVrnlMeafiH'Aur 


.V. 

V. i- 




VONZEnCAFESACEimnim 


Custom built Tanks, Se^ts, 
BMW Subframes, 
and more! 


All parts are 
[ ft handcrafted to 
the highest quality. 

Upholstery in many 
T different styles 1 


Tel: 01803 41 1918 


Foli'ow US on -FAcettoolfl 
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RIDINGLIFE IITRIUMPH TIOOSS 




Quite quick for a quid 

Triumph's unit 500 twin is genuinely capable of lOOmph. 

And this one is up for grabs... 


PHOTOS ROWENA HOSEASON 


® Above: Light, lithe and 
liquid-quick around town and 
in the lanes. These are a few 
good reasons for the popularity 
of the 500 Triumph 


THE FIRST TIOOS/S of 1962 was a slightly strange 
creation, a sporting 500 twin which hadn’t quite 
escaped the all-enclosing embrace of the late- 
1950s bathtub rear enclosure. 

MCN's Peter Howdle once said the fully-clad, unit 
construction TIOOA was “slower than the original 
Tiger 100... it really was a sheep in wolf’s clothing”. 
That model was succeeded by the TIOOS (also 
known as the TlOOS/S and indeed the TIOOSS, 
which is what we’ll call it here). The new TIOOSS 
looked less stodgy than the TIOOA, and abandoned 
the fork-top nacelle unit for a standalone chromed 
headlight. Its mudguards had shrunk to human 
proportions too, but even so the early SS still 
sported a sizeable bikini around its midriff. 

Despite its compromised styling, the SS offered 
class-leading performance for a single-carb 500 
twin. While the Speed Twin boasted 27bhp, the SS 
used its revised camshafts and 9:1 compression 
piston to produce 34bhp at 7000rpm. Losing the 
tinware saved the SS some 271b and certainly put 
a spring in the Tiger’s stride. 

There are those who will tell you without 
hesitation that a Triumph sports model is a fast 
lad’s machine: it might be a little lary on the 
steering side of things, but Triumph twins 
unequivocally deliver the thrills and top speed. 


Ask those same hard riders what they make of its 
AJS, Matchless or BSA equivalent - in this case, 
let’s say a 1962 A50 Royal Star - and they’ll tell 
you the BSA is a slow old boat, definitely a touring 
motorcycle, and not capable of matching the 
TIOOSS on the road. You might get a shrug and 
grudging acceptance if you ask the same question 
about a Norton 88, of course: even the most 
devoted Meriden man can cast an occasional 
longing look at the featherbed frame... 

However, the generally-held view that a 500 
Triumph will out-perform a 500 BSA in all 
situations isn’t entirely accurate. The TIOOSS is 
significantly (by at least 501b) lighter than the A50 
- that’s because the A50 is essentially a 650 
machine fitted with a smaller engine. The A50 is 
bigger all round in fact, apart from in the price 
department. Back in 1962, the TIOOSS cost 10% 
more than the BSA, which in real money equated 
to two weeks’ wages. 

So was it worth paying the extra for the Tiger? In 
speed tests at the time, the TIOOSS reached the 
magic ton. The BSA was indeed slower... by an 
entire 3mph. The Triumph would accelerate from a 
standstill to 80mph in 14 seconds. Which is 
exactly the same time it took the A50 to hit the 
same speed. It’s only when you look at the lower 
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end of the performance curve that you start to see 
where the Triumph truly beat its rivals. The TIOOSS 
was half a second faster than the A50 from nought 
to 60mph. But in the traffic light dash - up to 
SOmph - the Triumph was unbeatable. It hit the 
urban speed limit in just 2.5 seconds while the 
BSA was left admiring the TlOO’s tasty tailpipes. 

And that is how the Triumph earned its supersports 
reputation: on short, sharp dashes with outstanding 
midrange acceleration. 

As author Matthew Vale explains: ‘The BSA is a 
‘sensible’ bike... just a bit staid but offers a big 
bike for small money, with the only real trade-off 
being the lack of performance which, although 
probably not that significant in the real world, 
would be enough to deter the youth market.” 

The Triumph, by contrast, “has a sporting image, 
backed up by victories at Daytona, and the light, 
manageable bike is aimed at the youth market.” So 
if you still hanker after one today, then you can 
consider yourself to be young at heart... 

The American TIOOSS was never afflicted with 
the bikini rear enclosure, and the British model 
finally lost its modesty and revealed all in 1964. 

The new oil tank and sidepanel weren’t any lighter, 
but they looked more sporty and further enhanced 
the appeal of the machine among trendy young 
things. At the same time. Triumph made one of 
many attempts to stop the pushrod tubes leaking 
(not entirely successfully) and gave the 500 new 
forks which were similar to those used by the 
650s. The steering and handling didn’t really 
improve much until 1966 when a new frame with a 
single-piece front loop and a wider swinging arm 
was introduced. Then in 1967 and 68 came the 
changes which really made the SS into a pocket- 
size superbike, adopting a new cylinder head 
based on the Daytona racers and (finally) a frame 
which was sturdy enough to make best use of the 
twin’s enhanced performance. 

The TIOOSS was effectively replaced at the top of 
the 500 range by the twin-carb TIOOT Daytona, but ^ 



® Above: Traditionalists may 
lament the departure of 
Triumph’s famed nacelle, but a 
pair of matching grey-face 
clocks surely compensates? 

Okay. We would indeed change 
the fuel pipe 

A weak point. The sis brake is 
in fact not the best of 
Triumph’s stoppers, but it does 
work, and it is easy to fit a 
later, better device 


PRICE GUIDE 

£3000 low to £4500 high 

EAULTS & EOIBLES 

Check main bearings and 
sludge trap; fit an external oil 
filter to add capacity and 
improve filtration. Timing 
side oil feed can be improved 
with Devimead conversion. 
Pushrod tubes prone to leaking; 
various fixes available but 
replacing seals regularly 
is advised 

ALSO CONSIDER 

BSA A65T (a single-carb 650: 
more ccs for the same cash); 
Laverda Montjuic or Alpino 
(much less common, just as 
much fun but short on spares); 
Honda CB450 (dohc 
complexity but plenty 
of choice) 

SPECIALISTS / INEO 

www.triumph-tiger-90.com 
Tri-Cor, TMS, Monty’s 
Classic Motorcycles 

OWNERS’ CLUB 

Triumph Owners’ 
Motorcycle Club: 
www.tomcc.org 



■ Above: An interesting engine. Early-type distributor, and a 
tacho drive more familiar on pre-unit models. There must be 
some history here 



This actual bike is being raffled by the VMGG; 
second prize is a 1961 Tiger Gub and the draw 
takes place on June 26, 2015. Tickets cost £1 each 
and are available from the club’s stand at major 
events. You can also order them from 
01283 540557 / vmcc.net 
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RIDINGLIFE IITRIUMPH TIOOSS 



® Above: Easy to start, easy to 
ride and simple to maintain. 
And they sound great too. 
Unsure about the colour 


it also adopted several of its stablemate’s improved 
components, including a 26mm Concentric instead 
of the old Monobloc, Triumph’s two-way damped 
forks, a new arrangement for timing the cylinders 
separately, and then in 1969 the TIOOSS achieved 
its ultimate specification with a bottom-end overhaul 
and a seven-inch 21s front brake in a full width hub. 

All this potential performance inevitably 
encouraged frisky riders to push their Tigers to the 
limit. A typical 18-year-old TIOOSS owner 



BUILTs 1961 to 1970 ENGINE: Air-cooled ohv parallel twin BORE / STROKE: 69 x 65.5mm 
CAPACITY: 490cc COMPRESSION: 9:1 POWER: 34bhp @ 7000rpm GEABOX: Four-speed 
foot change CARBURETTOR: Amal 375 Monobloc BRAKES: Seven inch sis drums 
ERONT SUSPENSION: Tele forks REAR SUSPENSION: Twin shocks, swinging arm 
ERONT WHEEL: 3.25 x 18 REAR WHEEL: 3.50 x 18 SEAT HEIGHTS 30in 
WHEELBASE: 53.5in GROUND CLEARANCE: 6in WEIGHT: 3371b 
ACCELERATION: 0-60mph in eight seconds TOP SPEED: lOOmph 


confessed that in 1976 his throttle had just two 
positions - “off or full on”. His riding style 
generated the expected mechanical repercussions 
and he spent a couple of weekends each month 
adjusting the points, re-setting the valve 
clearances and replacing the tappet covers when 
their threads wore loose. 

That same chap suffered an oil pump failure 
resulting in lube being liberally applied to the 
outside of the engine, and his leg, and the rear 
tyre. His TlOO’s electrics suffered as well, with 
regular vibration-induced shorts and a burnt-out 
coil. The petrol tank fixing bolts sheared so the 
fuel tank always wobbled around. And then the 
crank fractured across one of the big end journals, 
virtually splitting it in half... 

These experiences should serve as a cautionary 
tale to anyone intending to use a TIOOSS to the max: 
it’ll last an awful lot longer at speeds of 60 to 70mph 
and you may actually retain your dental work. These 
days, a TIOOSS is suited to spirited B-road romps, 
making the most of its exhilarating acceleration 
without caning it senseless at the top end. The bike 
you see here is ideal for this. It’s being raffled by 
the VMCC, and has at some time been fitted with 
the milder 5TA motor (although who knows what 
state of tune lurks within?). First registered in 1964 
to a chap in Chatham, the TIOOSS has only 
travelled 17,269 miles according to the speedo - 
and MoTs confirm it’s only done 184 miles in the 
past eight years. The VMCC has MoT’d the machine 
and taken it for a quick spin, so it’s ready for 
collection by the winner in June. The fact it’s not 
entirely standard, and has picked up a few useful 
modifications over the years, make this ‘one for the 
road’, a handsome and practical classic to ride, mb 
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• Lucas • Amal • HepoUte • Renold 
500/650/750 UnitTwins/THples 


OPEN: 2pm - 6.30pm Daily - Callers by appointment only 

FOR MAIL ORDERS & ENQUIRIES. NO VAT 
TEL/FAX Felixstowe 01 394 279929 
E-mail: saleS(g)tSts.co.uk Website: www.tSts.co.uk 



Biltet instrument 
brackets, oil 
pressure gauge 
kits 

post '70 Morid«n 
TVliimphs 


www.triplesrule.com 
t150v@aol.com (224)321-4912(USA) 



Ia-1Q3 St RctAd; Lm, London SEts ORL 

Out OfMAing dAyl are Mnnday!’ Frkby :PrDDaari-6:0lPpim ■ S^Curda^ IDrMani- 


phe-unit parts specialist 



Croven Cqi^ment 

Modern method, doMklooh 




No resfncfions here. 

Providing for motorcydes from the 19505 
right jp to modern day - we're the oniy 
trovei companion you'll need. 


With Craven Equipment 
youVe going places. 

The necessity of motorcycle luggoge 
hos been made elegant yet durable, 
styiish yet otfordobie. 


Luxury parts for luxury lifestyles. 

Slick black or smooth white designs. Robust 
fittings ond reinforced rubber handles. 
Made to last and iook good doing so. 


We've got all bases covered 

From replacement spores to the complete 
luggage set, we con help whatever the 
requirements. 


www.cravens.org.uh - 01986 891096 


Concorde 

2 itQmUlO 
^ IS Itlrea 


from tl20 
21 litres 


Snowdon 


from Li 3 d 


smqll: 21 Ittres 
lorge: 36 Cities 
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MDTOr^eiKE LIFTS 


M^E 


M&11& 






yB03A 




MBOfi 


Meo? 


M:B22 


MEW STEEt 

TRI FOLOABLE BIKE RAM 


MEKW 


MBQSQS 


r^Bom 


Ei^Dmm Aide 


NEW PRODUCT 


BRAND NEW PfiODUCTS 


01706 367649 or 
Q7831 181293 
Einail:ailmin@cjautas,eu 




hAB02A 


IHEVWOOO) LTD 


See us at StaffDri 
h8a^n Hal] M4 


www.cjautos.eu 

To buy online pleuso 
see website 
AN prices + VAT 


L.P. Williams 

Est. 1976 


Tbiumpk 



L P Wittiams - Try us Srst for aft 
your Triumph Trideni, BSA Rocket 
three and Unit T120 fn4omoo 
Spares, we have huge stocks of 
parts for ait the above matd^ines 
and much more 


Wi NOWHAVe W£ TWm me CONVSflSm farm STOCte Try our nm well site with improved parts search facility 


TRI SPARK DIGITAL IGMITION SYSTEMS 

for your Triples and Twins induding new 

Tri spark "Cla^iic TVtrin"' system. 

KitJ in iKt^ck for «l| TriMPiph, Norton And e&A 
UHrii with 1o thif 

ignilLon and yo^u will not diuppolnt^ with 

the porformanM. 

Triple kits £222.25 pimVAT 
Twins from £1SS pImiVat 

PleA&e call or email me for detail^ orvt^lt 

WMnw.tr ispark .com . au 

for fflott Information 

BEWARE CHEAP tMITA mtiSm 

PROGReSStVE FORK SPRINGS 


ns.5& 

TfCmF Mt^S - 69 .. ,£2S.m 

mB§FHj971 1_83 

fOBH DAMPER SEALS 197 UON .0 35 

PEAR UNSTS psif 



’ 7H£wmermFUTes+i nm 
•BEDUCES STiataa, suppiiiB,swEiiais, 
mssm m mw opmm 


KtrmmvAT 

B TBF ocAnn mm m 



imASHfSMimpuT I MUcrPimmc TmES 
ALTEHmORm I Tm7t4WtiB0/ri&} 

Alt iiif rruwt tsif. t- VAl I Iftm f 1 7 . 57 



PSP HYBRAlKlCCmCH 
CBMERSmN 

AHRoAtfte^tJlttasvftlrbtTMa 


STAmiESSM/Cn 
BARREL ABSimiY 


Send C1.50 for Price Usie -- Mait/Phone orders wefcome - Emports a apeciaHly - Next day dispatch worldwide 

TWephno/w orvfera from JOrnm to 5 pm Monday to Friday 

Unit 3 fe-?. 101V Staumop. 01524 770356 


Ali pftoes are pins W47 

.01524 771875 


Website: ivv/ii/.fntrmp/i~spare 5 .co,(ik £mai 7 ; sales@triumph-spares.co.uk 
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CELEeRATlNC 


Policies from 


Classic insurance 
redefined. 


Tailor your classic bike insurance policy 
to suit your needs. 

To discover the Footman James difference, call our 
friendly UK team for a quote today. 

0333 207 6015 

or visit footnidnjames.co.uk 



Footman 

James 

We &hare your passion 


W^m ^ Classic benefits 
included*: 

-f- Salvage retention 

Shows and events 

-f* Hetrnets leathers (up to a lijuit of £750) 

-1* Eu ropesn moto ring (up to 35 day $ per trip) 

Riding 6th«fctas$k& 

Cover optiorts': 

Breakdown with options to include 
European cover and Homestart 

Agreed value 

-f< Ride to work 

, -f* Track day cover 

-f- Wedding hire cover 

and many more 

^ Specialist rates for club members 


followup ^footman _Jarm5 


Classic Car | Classic Bike | Modern Car | Modern Sike | Kit Car | Collectors | Classic Motor Trade J Household 

"All oovuF Isiubjtct Eo mSurcFi tiSrmsaiid ccwidilicwis. which il avaiUble upon * "1954 Nwion-ESZ. ValyG: £4500. Mirn policy Only arud doOSnot fndudG iny FJf cOwf 

optiori^ All pr^iums if H n«t the m^iin And incl^?? lri'>Lifance Pnemiurri Male rider over 200Q anni^ timi^ mileage, and full 

driving licence no claims of convictions d associated club Postcode 0^10, vehicle gara^ with no nvodrfications. intii>rte 5 « £ lo arrar^cmcfit fre 

Fiselrtun ij i trading Aarn« Tcwet^iale Un4crwtit&r^ CrcKJp Limittd Rugiiiei-ed « ^ngS$nd No. Jn43?5i9. ft^gijteied Addf^W: To*wgaie K<&uw, £cJJp« SilUfigttoume ftoad. 
MaidHiSOe.iiWI! 3£H. AuthoriWdaAdfL-gytrillttl by tlx^FiiWlCialCOfHJuCS AulhCitny. tiHipiVKlffJ^liftL>yiie recorded FP AtlCe?04in< 






® Above: BSA’s green machine. 
Properly engineered, smooth, 
fast enough and fine handling. 
Designed to provide prolonged, 
active life 

• Opposite: 1. Even back then, 
BSA was aware of the effects of 
vibration, and although the 500 
twin was in fact a decently 
smooth operator, it shared 
anti-vibe attempts with the 
650s. Check out the thick 
rubber speedo mount and the 
single (rubber enclosed) bolt 
fitting for the fuel tank 

2. The alloy head twin is a fine 
rider’s engine, and is well- 
matched to BSA’s own excellent 
gearbox. BSA was also plainly 
concerned about unwelcome 
conflagrations, fitting a drip 
guard beneath the cab to stop 
tickled fuel dripping on to the 
sparky magneto. Thoughtful... 

3. An effective anchor... 
unlike some 


Star struck 

BSA took its middleweight touring twin and added a sprinkle of stardust 


PHOTOS ROWENA HOSEASON 

BSA’S FIRST STAB at a postwar production 500 
twin was originally equipped with a long-stroke 
engine with roots stretching back to the 1930s. The 
bike you see here, owned by Phil M, is a later 1955 
Shooting Star which has more in common with the 
650 AlO than it does with that original 495cc A7 of 
1948. The revised 497cc version of the A7 arrived 
in 1951 with a rigid rear end; by 1952 it was 
available with limited rear suspension provided by 
BSA’s plunger set up. The standard A7’s 66mm by 
72.5mm engine ran 6.7:1 compression for a top 
speed of 88mph, which was probably as much as 
the plunger back end and sis brakes could handle. 

The more sporty, 32bhp Shooting Star - or SS - 
model was introduced in 1954 as BSA’s answer to 
Triumph’s snarling Tiger 100. Small Heath touted 
the SS as “specially tuned, incorporating many 
items of equipment ordinarily sold on other 
motorcycles as extras”. The A7SS used swinging 
arm suspension with silentbloc bearings and 
hydraulic dampers, combined with the firm’s duplex 
frame which possessed “great lateral rigidity for 
high speed performance”. The A7SS typically cost 


£19 more than the standard A7, and came with a 
QD rear wheel and a “thief-proof” steering head 
lock as standard - but if you wanted the full rear 
chain enclosure then that was a cost option. 

The SS engine was suitably enhanced “for 
maximum hp output” by a sporty camshaft “for 
snappy acceleration”, special valve seat inserts 
and a light alloy cylinder head as fitted to the 650 
Road Rocket. Compression was raised to 8:1; the 
crank was supported by roller bearings on the drive 
side with a lead-bronze bush on the timing side 
and, as before, the overhead valve gear was 
operated by a single camshaft. The ignition timing 
could be adjusted manually, with the control 
falling readily to the rider’s left hand. A single 
Amal Monobloc carb fed fuel into the motor; back 
in the 1960s when rapid riders snapped open the 
throttle, they reported being rewarded by a 
“healthy sucking sound” from the carb intake. 

BSA’s own four-speed gearbox with its positive 
stop mechanism was operated by foot, paired with 
a multi-plate clutch. The primary drive chain lived 
in a cast-aluminium oil bath. At this point both of 
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the A7’s brakes were cast-alloy seven-inch drums 
in full-width aluminium hubs. The front later grew 
to eight inches, as seen in our example, but BSA 
was confident that the seven-inchers were 
“extremely powerful”. Indeed, when tested new, 
these brakes stopped the A7SS from SOmph in 
29 feet on dry Tarmac - better than most 500s of 
the time and a reflection of the A7 sharing so 
much of its specification with its big brother AlO. 

The A7SS weighed a chunky 4401b when fully 
equipped and ready to ride, and that’s the downside 
to its using the running gear from the 650. The 
saddle height on the comfy dual-seat was 32 inches, 
with over six inches of ground clearance for 
sprightly cornering, further enhanced by the three- 
position adjustable Girling shocks. The centrestand 
would ground when banking hard over for tight left- 
handers; ditto the optional sidestand, but then the 
A7 was intended for the sporting traveller rather 
than the outright thrasher. When new, the ride was 
considered firm by the standards of the day but this 
contributed to its rock-solid stability at speed. 

“The lovely Shooting Star was for many the best 
of the twins,” reckoned historian Roy Bacon, 
“combining enough performance for all practical 
purposes on the roads of the times with style and 
comfort. It is fast enough, has good acceleration, a 
nice gearbox, smooth brakes and minimal 
vibration. All that adds up to comfort and a 
machine that can be ridden fast for a long time 
without aches or pains.” 

When tested in the late 1950s, this model was 


PRICE GUIDE 

£2800 low to £4000 high 

EAULTS & EOIBLES 

Bottom end bearings benefit 
from regular lube changes. 
External oil filter also helps 
(or go the whole hog with a 
bearing conversion; not always 
necessary on the 500). 

6v lighting inadequate (swap 
to 12v / LED). Upgrade front 
brake if needed to larger drum. 
Modern fork kits give two-way 
damping with multi-rate springs 
to tighten handling and 
roadholding 

ALSO CONSIDER 

AJS Model 20 or Matchless G9 
(similarly solid 500 twins 
available in CSR trim); 

Moto Guzzi V50 (a later take 
on a similar theme, with added 
shaft drive); 

BSA A50 (a worthy successor 
and a fair bit cheaper) 

SPECIALIST INEO 

Draganfly Motorcycles; 

Lightning Spares; 
Supreme Motorcycles 

OWNERS’ CLUB 

BSA Owners’ Club: 
www.bsaownersclub.co.uk 



GB Motorcycles had not one but two A7 Shooting 
Stars in stock when we went to press. This is a 
1955 example, which has been recently serviced 
with a new carb, re-wound dynamo and regulator 
fitted. Yours for £5750 from 01249 720448 

capable of 98mph at its maximum. The Motor 
Cycle magazine rode a very similar machine back 
in 1957 when it was brand new. Its writer said 
“ease of handling, sweet transmission and smooth 
low speed pulling make the Shooting Star a 
delightful machine to ride in traffic, while zestful 
acceleration and steering cater admirably for the 
rider who wants something out of the ordinary in 
500cc performance”. The A7SS covered a 
standing quarter mile in 16 seconds; the earlier, 
standard A7 had been timed at 17.6 seconds. 

So although the SS was significantly heavier (it ^ 
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■ Above: A small detail, but a 
major rider’s plus; the brakes 
on this machine are not the 
Ariel-type full-width alloy 
devices, which can be too 
spongey for comfort. Instead, 
this machine has the neat BSA 
half-width type, complete with 
the rod-operated rear, which is 
much better than the cable 
operation of the alternatives 


weighed about 121b more than the A7 of 1951), 
its performance had improved by a considerable 
margin for the time. 

Practicality had not been sacrificed for this extra 
performance, however. The A7SS had a slightly larger 
turning circle than its predecessor but the engine was 
just as tractable at low speeds. At SOmph in top gear 
it could tick-tock along at 2000rpm and it pulled 
smoothly from as low as ISmph in top gear. For 
really low speed crawling in first gear, it was best to 
retard the ignition a touch, and the A7SS retained its 
manual ignition control even as auto-advance units 
were becoming fashionable. 

The swinging arm machine was inevitably taller 
than its plunger predecessor, and its seat height 
rose to 32 inches, but ground clearance also 



BUILT: 1954 to 1962. ENGINE: Air-cooled ohv parallel twin. BORE / STROKE: 66 x 72.6mm. 

CAPACITY: 497cc. COMPRESSION: 8:1. CARBURETTOR: Amal Monobloc. 
IGNITION: Lucas magneto. ELECTRICS: 6v, 60W dynamo. TRANSMISSION: Four-speed positive- 
stop foot-operated. LUBRICATION: Dry sump, gear pump CLUTCH: Multi-plate. 
ERAME: Welded duplex cradle. ERONT SUSPENSION: Tele forks, hydraulically damped. 
REAR SUSPENSION: Swinging arm with twin adjustable Girling shocks. ERONT TYRE: 3.25 x 19. 

REAR TYRE: 3.50 x 19. WHEELBASE: 56in GROUND CLEARANCE: 6.5in 
SEAT HEIGHTS 32in WEIGHT: 4161b dry. TURNING CIRCLE: 14ft. EUEL ECONOMY: 77mpg 
at 50mph. BRAKING: 29ft from 30mph. TOP SPEED: 98mph. PRICE NEW: £202 in 1956. 


improved by an inch. The A7SS retained its 
excellent economy and would return 77mpg at 
50mph - 5mpg more than the slower, older model. 
For all its docile nature, roadtesters of the time 
didn’t spare the horses. “One of the prime joys on 
the Shooting Star is to push the speed swiftly up to 
55mph in second gear and SOmph in third before 
settling down to sustained high speeds.” One rider 
reported clipping along in this manner at an average 
of GOmph - on main roads, not motorways... 

The Motor Cycle decided that the Shooting Star 
was a “supersports model with punch and charm; 
high performance combined with docility, quietness 
and economy”. Never as glamorous as the Triumph 
500s, the A7 nonetheless exudes a smooth charm 
and is arguably better suited to sustained high- 
speed cruising than the TlOOs. The A7 was 
replaced in 1962 by the unit-construction A50. 

Owner Phil bought this particular A7SS back in 
2006 when, in theory, it had already been 
restored. “I more or less dismantled the bike,” he 
explains, and it was just as well that he did. Inside 
the engine, Phil discovered that the small end 
bush was missing from the left-hand con rod. So 
much for the bike being fully restored! If you want 
a job doing properly, it appears you need to do it 
yourself. So Phil inspected, replaced or repaired 
and then reassembled the Shooting Star’s 
components, discovering along the way that “it has 
a Japanese clutch assembly which works 
perfectly”. 

Since then, this handsome bike has given him 
no bother. “The ride and the roadholding are near 
perfect. The only weak point is the occasional drip 
of oil.” Phil’s delighted with his Shooting Star - as 
well he should be. The Motor Cycle reckoned that 
the A7SS was just about excellent at everything: 
“flashing acceleration, high averages, rock steady 
at speed and docile in traffic... It’s one of the 
world’s most remarkable twins”, eh 
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♦ Rideout ♦ Full Catering ♦ Real Ales 
♦ Live Music Friday & Saturday The Amazing *Brown Sugar* 

See US at the Stafford Show Stand Number M75 Main Hail 


ANNUAL RALLY 


May 22-25 - market harborough 

All BSA & Bantam Club Members Welcome 


BANTAM MODEL D3 


Theme: The BSA Bantam 

OPEN DAY 24th 

All Visitors and Bikes Welcome 


New Members 

Join and Stay 
£5 off Membership 





Get your bike back on the road this 
Spring... with Hoidert Vintage & Classic 



Visit US at the Stafford International 
MotorCycIfr Show^ stand no. IQ in the Mam Hail 

Holden Vintage & Clossm is a family-run company 
Stocking 0 wide range of specialist ports ond occessoHes 
to help keep your obsslc bike on the rood- 

We also sell o wide range of cbthin^j [ncfuding flelstaff 
jackets, goggles, gloves and gauntlets. 

^HOLDEN^ 

mmS.VtNTAGE A CLASSIC 

O hoEdfrnvintageclassk ^Vintage-Holden 

Holden Vantage ond Clostk Ltd T; Di 885 4S8 48S 

Lintan Trading E states Bromyard E: soles<^hDlden.cD.uk 

Herefordshire HE7 4QT W: www.hetden.co.ak 


'V£4 STARTS HERE 

KIDDERMINSTER 

MOTORCYCLES 

60-62 BLACKWELL STREET, KIDDERMINSTER DY10 2EE 

01 562 666TS Telephone 


01 562 825826 Tel/Fax 
e-mail: kmc4bsa@hotmail.com 



Prints 

T-shirts 


Midlife Classics ( 


See us at Stafford an pitches 228 to 231 


CLASSIC BIKE GEAR 

« Clothing • Mugs 


Helmets 
Classic Oils 


Vis Ft our website for exclusive bike ert by Kerry arm Hartley 

07791 021675 / 01905 384266 
www.iiiidlifecla5sics.cti.iik tiiii@niidlifeclassics.co.uk 


Dragonfly Motorcycles 


Specialist fn; Amal Ariel B5A Burman Bearings 
& Classic motorcycles 

All models from the 20's to 70’s Yes, ALL models 



We sell 12306 motorcycle 
ports, accessories and 
literature. 

Egads! 

New! We ve got ourselves some fully enclosed rear chalnguards 
for A & B Croup swinging arm models. Mode here in Britain, the 
upper and lower sections are £94.95 each and the rear section 
Is £55.95, making the complete package £245.85. Top bargain! 


Here at Draganfiy we specialise 
in the classics. Need spares for 
youf Ariel or BSA? Then we're 
right up your street. 




So call Dragonfly Motorcycles for all your 
classic motorcycle spares, or visit our website. 


www.draganfiy.co.uk - 01986 894798 
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rsrol^Mia sh-CO m 


Included with your bike policy 


WE cover your mate's bike when 
YOU ride ft - FREE of charge on us! 
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Carole Nash, a name you can trust 

0800 781 9291 



CAROLE NASH 


BIRTHDAY 


The care it deserves 


UK Bi European breakdown and accident recovery, 
incruding HOmestart assistance worth over £ 1 00 

ir' Up to £1 W.™ legal protection In the event of an 
atxident wtikh is not ytiur fBuit 


^ RIDERS* - FREE accidental damage cover 
when rldin-g other brkes 

t/ Free protection system vyorth £30" 
^ Ptys many more benefits 


hrrru «id Cai^Aipnii viriJvm ■ cirpbncai^^rnUfM-laimi aiij-cnfidtlT'pfTi. 

Pql^ frhM *^f»««'pfThcnVw5 lOWf. te<TT»i jnd bO"*. 

Cvofe-SjfVi inMiTJiKf-CopMUirTtSi LW n JultKVM^ jnd rcgiAiti4 tff Etv nnapiDMri C(>nd*Bi ViBwnfy. IVm retf^wcp no. lOTS-IJ 
Camlt.hJKh It a rradiAf iiyh- oT-Cjiiote' »Mili mbraruc-CDfvuilDnn lh. jY^QWiiHi m Erii^rKl vid 2E00Vn. 
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Original Tigger 

Dirt bikes tend to have a tough life. This muddy Cub has somehow managed to 
survive 55 years unscathed 

PHOTOS BY MIKE POWELL 


Above: This is about as 
original a Cub as you’re likely 
to find. Basic, few frills and 
thrills to match 

■ Below: 199cc of pure 
charm and character. 

Who needs more? 



INTRODUCED IN 1958, the 200cc T20 Tiger Cub 
was a direct development of the 149cc Terrier, 
which itself was first built in 1952. Both were 
simple and compact machines, styled to match the 
fashions of the day. 

The 1958 Cub with its inclined ohv single 
cylinder engine was capable of 60mph at a push 
and returned around lOOmpg. “With its brilliant 
performance”, boasted the brochure, “the Triumph 
Tiger Cub is the popular choice of the lightweight 
enthusiast today. He appreciates the lively four- 
stroke ohv engine with its simple dry sump 
lubrication system and four-speed gearbox built in 
unit. As for economy of running and value for 
money, the Cub is really on its own.” 

This combination of reasonable performance and 
fair frugality, together with a dash of Edward 
Turner’s design panache, kept the Cub in 
production until 1970, despite some skimping on 
the spec of the earlier models. The unit 
construction 199cc engine ran 7:1 compression 
and was fitted with an alloy cylinder head, a plain 


big end bearing (famous for being fast wearing), 
and used a double-plunger oil pump. Although the 
duplex primary chain was supposedly ‘silent’, it 
was very sensitive to the level of lube in its oil bath 
and could easily stretch and slap if badly 
maintained. So although the motor output was 
lObhp at GOOOrpm, you couldn’t necessarily 
rely on that much power being used to rotate the 
rear wheel... 

“The Cub was an excellent performer,” said Cyril 
Ayton of Motorcycle Sport, “with a top speed of 
65mph and plenty of acceleration to distance it on 
the road from contemporary two-strokes of 
comparable size.” There is always some downside, 
however: it was also noisy - both mechanically 
and from the exhaust - and prone to harsh 
vibration when caned (so that’s pretty much all the 
time, then). 

The T20C was produced for “the sporting rider” 
from the late 1950s, with larger wheels, greater 
mudguard clearance, different gear ratios, and an 
upswept pipe which made it “easily adaptable for 
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competitive riding”. Subsequent muddy Cub 
models included the T20T (Trials), T20SL 
(Scrambler), T20M (Mountain) and TR20 (Super 
Trials). Alongside the lightweight Greeves, the 
various incarnations of off-road Cubs became a 
roaring (sorry!) success and remains extremely 
popular with pre-65 trials guys today. 

Mike Powell runs the Tiger Cub Club and owns 
the T20T seen here. “Of all the 50-plus Tiger Cubs 
that have passed through my hands in recent 
years,” says Mike, “the T20T has to be the 
favourite. This particular one is anyway! 

“The T20T is not really the best of the breed. It’s 
not quite the rarest, the prettiest, fastest, or any 
other ‘est’ you care to mention. This one though, 
for me, is just about as good as a Cub gets. Every 
nut, bolt, washer and almost every other minor or 
major component is original to the bike and has 
never been subjected to the usual attack by 
hammer, adjustable spanner or other weapon by 
the amateur mechanic. 

“The bike has all correct unmutilated numbers, 
its original registration and as good a provenance 
as you could wish for, including the buff logbook. 
You could think from the condition of the bolt heads 
and other fasteners that perhaps it has never had a 
spanner anywhere near it in the 6800 miles on the 
clock. The engine has never been split and runs as 
sweet and quiet as any Cub deserves to, as long as 
there are a few thous of clearance at the tappets. 

“One of only about 60 made at Meriden, this Cub 
was originally supplied in 1961 to Kings of 
Manchester and then spent 48 years in the area 
before turning up in Cornwall in 2009. Ged of Skye 


Above: Combustible mixtures 
were supplied by a tiny Amal, 
while sparks were timed and 
delivered inside the metallic 
mushroom below it 


PRICE GUIDE 

£2500 low to £4000 high 

KNOWN EAULTS 

Troublesome energy-transfer 
electrics (cure with 12v 
conversion); fake works replicas 
for sale (check engine and 
frame numbers); early engines 
with plain big end bearings 
need regular oil changes and 
thorough warming 

ALSO CONSIDER 

BSA C15T (marginally more 
grunt and mass for less money); 
Sprite or similar twin-shock 
pre-65 (the Villiers-powered 
two-stroke opposition); 
Bantam Trials (cheap ’n’ 
cheerful stroker) 

SPECIALIST INEO 

Greystone Enterprises, 
Burton Bike Bits, Serco, 
Hawkshaw Motorcycles, Acme 
Stainless, B&B Engineering, 
Performance Classics 

OWNERS’ CLUB 

Tiger Cub and Terrier Register: 
mikeestall@hotmail.com 
Tiger Cub Club: 
tigercubclub.co.uk 



It’s not a trials model, but at £1995 there would 
be some seope in the budget to eonvert this 1960 
T20 to serambles spee if you so desired. The Cub’s 
MoT runs until June, and Anthony at 
Pembrokeshire Glassies says it “starts and rides 
really well, and is in ride/restore eondition. Ready 
to go!” See pembrokeshireelassies.eom 


Classics alerted me, knowing I would be interested. 
Coincidentally the second owner, who had it for 
40 years, contacted me to enquire if it was his old 
bike. It surely was, and we had a long conversation 
about its history, which confirmed the low mileage 
and the little use it had been put to, having never 
been used in competition or even off-road. 

“Early Cubs have an undeserved reputation for 
fragility in the engine department and in standard 
form will not stand much abuse. However, in the 
hands of works riders, the like of Scott Ellis and 
his mates, they performed well in the hardest 
events of the day, so maybe the ‘works’ bikes were 
breathed on a little by the Triumph competition ^ 
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■ Above: Nothing about a Cub department. The T20T was sold as a ‘Works 

is intimidating. Nothing at all... RepNca’ trials bike and it did have the wide ratio 

gearbox, raised bars, knobblies, the troublesome 
batteryless ‘energy transfer’ ignition system and 
sump guard fitted, which were indicative of its 
trials aspirations. But they came to private owners 
via the distributor network complete with full 
lighting, a dualseat and pillion footrests as seen on 
my bike, which you wouldn’t expect to see on a 



Tiger 1QQ 5aoc.c. 



BUILT: 1960-61 (T20T) ENGINE: Air-cooled ohv four-stroke single 
BORE/STROKE: 63 x 64mm CAPACITY: 199cc OUTPUTS lObhp @ 6000rpm 
COMPRESSION: 7:1 LUBRICATION: Dry sump, double plunger pump TRANSMISSION: Four- 
speed, multi-plate wet clutch DRIVE: Chain, duplex primary BRAKES: 5.5in sis drums 
ELECTRICS: Energy transfer ERONT SUSPENSION: Tele forks REAR SUSPENSION: Twin 
shocks, swinging arm ERONT TYRE: 3.00 x 19 REAR TYRE: 3.50 x 18 WHEELBASE: 49in 
SEAT HEIGHT: 30in GROUND CLEARANCE: 6in WEIGHT: 2101b TOP SPEED: 60m ph 


serious competition machine. Maybe woolly 
thinking by the marketing department? 

“The only concession to modern life has been to 
replace that ET ignition with updated electronics. 
Paul Goff’s replacement components fit 
unobtrusively, with the added advantage of a 
simple conversion to 12volt and provision of an 
ignition switch, all of which transform the starting 
procedure. The modern premium 400/18 rear trials 
tyres are a little tight around the swinging arm 
pivot area - but you can fix this with a slimmer 
profile rear tyre, still marked 400/18 but more like 
the 350/18 Dunlop Trials originals. It’s available 
from Vee Rubber. The 19-inch front knobbly has 
been scarce for years, but the same company can 
now supply a suitable 275 version. 

“Apart from that the spares situation is 
excellent. The T20T is basically the same bike as 
all the other Cub variants with a few detail trim 
and technical specifications. A number of 
specialists have developed parts to replace 99% of 
those needed in normal use, so any Cub shouldn’t 
be off the road for long. 

“If you want something a little more sporty than 
the average road Tiger Cub, any of the ‘Sports Cubs’ 
will do, but the T20T - and its later brother the 
TR20 - have that indefinable off-road look about 
them. They’re as close to a Triumph ‘works’ trials 
bike as you could ever get. But take care! There 
are more of these machines out there now than 
Triumph ever made...” Ei3 
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eUlLTED OftOEA 

STEEL OR LIGITTWEIGHJ ALUtW^IUn SHOCKS 
PATEttTTEO 3 STAGE DAMPING ACTION 
WHOLE SYSTEM CAN QE EINE TUNED 
SCREW COLLAR SPRING PR&J.OAD AD JUSJERS 
SOLO AND SmECAR 


Manx Norton 




for 


Aiio 






orJwt 


i; Mosi siies 

k ^ available with 
f*" a rebound 
damping adjustei' 


TEL 0T929 554545 after 1pm 


S«e ovir n^eifv website for fu)l range of sbock absorbers 

www.fQlconshcckabsorber3.eo.uk 

Email: falconshockabsorbeis^hotmail.ca.uk 

UNtT4 SANDFORD FARtUI. SANOFORD LANE. WAREHAM, 
DORSET BHZO 40Y. ENGLAND. 



For Honda, Triumph 
& BSA twin shock 


+ classic frames. 


Honda Twin Shock Kits now available. 


Tel: 0800 2986990 
Mobile 07803 1 28000 


stator kits for classic trials & mx 

; 7^r roiiatilE sp«: : 


CoFivpIert CDI Ignition Kit 



grx ^ BS A Bantam D1 -07 

Direct fitting - nq hi^ohinidg rgquIraEl 



;■■ ■: Hg&FCjb 





V ? GSAG2$.M.fi44.eS0.ClS 

t: +44(0)1491 682369 

f: +44(0)1491682286 


Seif gcr lalrriTj <^DI i^nr: 

eptiaris dvaifablt .^r 
spuik gu-;;?!: frgm only ' 


’■rr^ ->A ."ri? rndr^* Kil^ . 

AJS StOfmOF, SiarmakAi- 4-ngina^- 

BSA Ct.5, 835, 844, 844, 854 - 

BSA Bantam 01-D7 

BSA eantdm 010 S 014^4, 81 TS 

BSA Bantam 010A D14/4, 81T5 

Bultaca Stverpa * tifigifial mlw 

Bullaoo Punsang - single sgerk 

Bultaoo Pursang - FwJn sparA 

CZ ^ single port 

FarvtK; 3Q0, 501 

0r90V4s Chaft9ng«r 

huiCFvarna 08400, O85O0 

Hu^qvarna 3*0, S-OC, 420 

Hosqfvarna WR1tS, WIR^SO ^r^ Mjy 

KTM. 250 U)C (ropkaceEi SEiU} - ijpit^rt ranfy 

Make 440/4-90 

Mai-oo 404 |ear1y modal) 

MonteSsa 344/349 
Norton C^mand^ 

THumph 3TA, 5TA, Unit 450 
Triqmph Tlg#r CmIs 
TV lymph Tiger Cub 
Vllllers 

Viiliera gE-3TAmodBls 
Vllllera Slarmaker 
Yamaha TY1 75/125 
Yamaha TT250 
Yamaha XS45D - i^jYHtten iwiv 
Yamaha JtT504 

Pt..- 


L kita. Viiry iQV. 

■ 5p?!G 

^ttmg ao\'^riC£ 

1 ^- full 

ntiai for trial '. 

,2 jrO 1 • ^ 

-L? XVi'2 

; j, ^ ■ 

STK-49Q 

£225 

STK-410 

£155 

STK-1Z57 

£145 

STK-I75 

£155 

S7K-177 

£105 

STK-1S4 

£15S 

STK-150 

£145 

STK-152 

£235 

STK-95(] 

£145 

STK-30& 

£245 

5tK-?94 

£105 

StK-lSS 

£145 

STK-ISO 

£105 

$TK9419 

£155 

STK942S 

£135 

STK-11J 

£195 

STK-114 

£145 

STK-349 

£195 

STK4rZ2C 

£225 

STK-412 

£175 

STK-200 

£105 

STK-202 

£155 

STK^^Q 

£225 

STK-97Q 

£225 

STK-4B2 

£225 

STKh475 

£175 

STK-402 

£155 

STK-465 

£1S5 

STK-405 

£175 


Lighting + CDI Igniti-on 

L 


Mnnufactured in the UK 



■-/ 


BSA, Norton, Triumph 





Yamaha: TTCOO, XT504 



Jo’/r 


if 

CZ: (single port) 

WWW. electrexwo rid. co.idc 

. -q. : info@olectrexwcirld, co_uk 
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We also now build twin motors 
350.500.650/7SO 

The Forge, 75 Commonside, Pesnett, 
Brierley Hill, West Midlands DY5 4AJ 


See us at the 

For all your Tiger Cub needs. 

Motorcycle Museum 
7th June 

please call us on 

ALLWELCO^J^m 

Tel:079S5 S55112 

FqIIow U5 qh 

Email: 5 ales@meridenoffraod.c 0 .uk 


www.meridenoffroad.co.uk 



Triumph Tiger 
Cub 

Plense send 
Reeves 


Neweud 
treed 
Spares 

Worldwide inail order 
ick Rfiad^ WhLtstuble, Kent 
cri’5 I HX 

Tel: (11227 X6I KKI or copitycl us vbi web^^ile 
w w r] II til pht i RercuU.s|>a re^-co^u k 

Visttorf^ siricily hy app<^iryEment only 
RIJ Y ONLINE VIA OUR WEBSITE 


TRIUMPH 
TERRIER & 
TIGER CUB CLUB 

/Wembersifj/p 
enquir/es fo: 

MIKE POWELL 





CLUB 


’REYNARDS', BACK LANE, WDRTHEN SYS 9HN 
01743 89188S / 07887 917468 
m ike @tigercubs . pi us .com 


^^Motorhom^ epot 


ADRIA Main Agents 



Sales • Service • Repairs 

NEW AND PRE-OWNED 
MOTORHOME5 

Call for details 

01527 65650 

WWW. t hemo torhome depo t . com 
salesi^themoto rhomedep ot.com 



• Enduro Training 

• Off Road Expenence days 

• Adventure Bike Training £ Tours 

• Schools for small groups and 
one to one training 




To come along to one of our experiences or 
training courseB piease call: 

Tel. 0168S 413324 g^Yllhl 

□r visit: 

WWW. y a maha-off r oad-experien ce. co . uk 
WWW. y a maha-te n ere-experie nee . co . u k 
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LEWIS 

TEMPLETON 

MOTORCYCLE PAINTWORK 
SPECIALISTS 

TANKS, GUARDS, TOOLBOXES, LAMPSHELLS, 
FORKS, FRAMES, FAIRINGS 

Or arty part you ivanf finistted 
to the highest quatity standard. 

VETERAN, VINTAGE, CLASSICS 
*WE HAVE 40 YEARS EXPERIENCE 

COUNTLESS AWARD WINNERS!! 

A COMPLETE SERVICE OFFERED, AUTHENTIC 
HANDLINING. CHROME TANKS A SPECIALITY. 


34 POnON CLOSE, WILLEN HALL, COVENTRY CV3 3EA 
Tel; 02476 30S884 Anytime: 07850 510790 

Email lewistempleton^yahfio.Qo.uk 
hh p:/ / mysite . ver1son-net/resso5n d 






Matts 

MACHINE SHOP 

01443 742791 
www.niattsinachiiieshop.co.uk 


FULL MACHINE 
SHOP SERVICES 

• Vapeurblasting 

• Cylinder Heads 

• Re bores 

• Pistons 

« Crankshafts 


SPARES 

i OOP's of parts for: 
Triumph Twins, 
Harley-Oavldson 
from LR Harris, MCA, Wa$Sell, 
Amal, Lucas, Boyer, S&S, 
Motorcycle Storehouse, 


Thread repair; 
Fork straightening 
Wheel building 


Zodiac, Custom Chrome, 
MORRIS CLASSIC OILS 
SPECTfiO OILS FOR HAftLEVS 


BIKE BUILDING 6t RESTORATION 
CAF£ racers & BOBBERS OUR SPECtALITY 
SINCE 19B3 

Dynojet Rolling Road Tuning 
Hinckley Bonneville Tuning 
Agents For British Customs 

1 8a WILLIAM 5T, ABERCYNON, MID GLAMORGAN, 
SOUTH WALES CF4S 4RW 





Motorcycle Frame Manufacturers 

SAnceJgSZ 

SpcddllT^ng in Btopiie Oil Bering 

- Ptafted - Classic Wdsp Models 
- Btspnk^Oiie Off Fr.smes 
- Solo's fi: SiifecAF oyifits for IyyI r Shflcfe 
MotoK -TVlili- fiMd Ra<lng 
Leading Link Fork PClb. for Outfits ItTrrkes 



www.wa sp motorcycles .com 



TRAIL Si TRIALS UK 

YAMAHA AIR COOLED T¥ PARTS SPECIALIST 


O 


T¥12Sfim75 
ElflctroBac 
Ignitfon Kit 




Ttsu.mas, TYiis. msn 

DO Pkintj] HdU Layer lit 




e(tcncLA$$iciuuiiiiiiiiM 
mm fiheCKS 

QVBlklbBB 

SSOmm. 

[JKhrtrtrs, SSCWim,. 

400mm. 
til 40 Of 
ppnng^ 

ContscI: Jahn for advicB 
on reni^Lh & 


TVIS^Smi^AlodifiEd 
Shifttr Cairtn 



Ttf12$$TV1l!|$tainh5stjll 
EfigifiB Screw Kil 


^1%. 


TV13V175}2tI] 
Chi* ftHiflnir SpHhi 



rrmi1Y17i»rikt 
Podil Sffiif 


b 


TV13l &Tn75P9tf dF 
pHtrettSprlDfi 




TVaO. TY125, TY175, 
TYZSO, KTSQO Crankcase 
Dreaffier 

Also fits a load 
of other Yamaha models. 




PHONE 01 G1 2B8 82S4 


MANCHESTER M3S SLZ * EMAIL |obn@tycrials.oom 

www.tytriafs.com 
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RIDINGLIFEII NORTON CR750RR 



B Above: It is remarkable how 
much a Commando can be 
customised and still be entirely 
recognisable 


You can buy a brand new Commando Cafe Racer from Norton at Donington, 
Or you could look further afield for something unique... 

PHOTOS: GREASE MONKEY 


Cafe creme 


FOR SEVERAL YEARS now, marque specialists such as 
Norvil Motorcycles, have been building brand new 
Commandos on commission. You can order almost any 
specification you like: a 920cc Production Racer or an 850cc 
Fastback or (for the very bold) a lOOOcc beast of a bike. 

These machines are hand-built to meet the customer’s 
dream, using all-new components - many of them 
manufactured in the UK to modern tolerances and from 
higher specification materials than the original parts. You 
can choose high-compression pistons, hot cams, twin 14in 
drilled discs or primary belt-drive from a slightly 
intimidating list - and if you don’t fancy fitting an electric 
start then there’s an ‘easy kick start’ option. You could even 
ask for a Commando ‘Lo-Boy’ to suit the short of leg, with a 
frame that is two inches lower than usual, equipped with 
18in wheels and custom shocks, oil tank and sidepanels. 
The only downside is that Norvil has at least 
a three-year waiting list for new-build bikes, so you 
wouldn’t be riding a new Commando built in Cannock 
any time soon. 


Over in Italy, the Stile Italiano team does things a little 
differently. Led by the firm’s founder Gianluca, Stile Italiano 
buya, sella and, of course, builds extra-special motorcycles. 
Its stocklist is always packed with high-end Italian exotica, 
but it also incorporates an extensive collection of British 
classics, from original spec sprung-hub Triumph twins to 
much-modded cafe racers and even a Commando Hi-Rider 
(groovy, baby). Stile Italiano also builds and prepares a 
series of ‘CR’ cafe racer specials, often using a big Harley 
V-twin engine slotted into a Norton chassis. If your tastes 
tend more towards flat-trackers, then the 1340 Stile Dyna 
Scrambler is a thing to behold indeed... 

The story behind the Commando CR750RR is a little 
different. It wasn’t one of those projects with a specific 
purpose. It just happened, when the major component 
parts presented themselves and almost begged to be put 
together. Inspiration struck Gianluca when one of his 
customers offered him a freshly rebuilt Commando 750 
motor. “I had the parts standing around in the workshop 
for a while,” explains Gianluca. “A chrome frame with 
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the bodywork, while the Dunstall forks were bought in 
an autojumble 20 years ago. It was a design idea in the 
back of my mind and the engine provided the impetus to 
actually build it. 

“The idea was to build an aggressive-looking bike for the 
road (RR - Road Racer), but with the Italian taste for 
details. The exhaust and the very small headlight suggest 
that it’s a pure race bike when you look at it from the side. 
Or it appears to be a very aggressive road bike when you 
look at it three-quarters on. Then when you notice the 
details such as the polishing, the seat and the top-quality 
mirror-effect of the paintwork you feel the Italian touch. 
Mission accomplished!” 

You get the impression that Gianluca’s very happy with 
the way this project has turned out - although we do have 
to admit that when these photos were taken it wasn’t quite 
complete. Gianluca intends to fit an Alton electric starter to 
the 750RR, which is why you can’t see a kickstart lever 
anywhere. At the moment if you want to hear this baby jive 
then you’ll need to run and bump it into life (or employ ^ 


H Above: Head on the Norton is 
full of menace, rare Dunstall 
forks catch the eye, too 

Detail. Badges to wear next to 
your heart... 

It took Norton quite a while to 
supply the Commando with a 
disc up front, and the company 
never did get around to offering 
a side-by-side pair of them. 
Dunstall developed these all on 
its own, mainly for its racers 



If someone like Norvil was to hand-build an all-new 
750 Commando, then you’d be looking at a price-tag of 
around £15,000. Similarly, a brand-new fuel-injected 
Norton Commando 961 Cafe Racer costs £15,750. 
Oddly enough, that’s pretty much the same as the price 
tag on the CR750RR: €20,000 or thereabouts, from 
stileitaliano.com 
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RIDINGLIFEII NORTON CR750RR 



Above: Exhaustive attention 
to detail. We’ve no idea what it 
sounds like, but it surely must 
be pleasant enough 

At the heart of it all sits the 
745cc Commando engine 
‘packed full of Hemmings and 
Norvil components’, with a fully 
gas-flowed top end. Beauty 

In a workshop as clean as an 
operating theatre, a Commando 
awaits reconstructive surgery... 

Best not to burden the Norton 
rider with too much 
information, we feel. This is 
quite an alternative to today’s 
digital offerings, sat nav and 
TV screens 



Afeelitig 
for life... 


BUILT FROM: 1968 to 1975 ENGINE: Air-cooled ohv parallel twin BORE / STROKE: 73 x 89mm 
CAPACITY: 745cc COMPRESSION: 8.9:1 POWER: 56bhp @ 6500rpm 
CARBURATION: 2x Amal 30mm Concentric LUBRICATION: Dry sump 
PRIMARY DRIVE: Triplex chain CLUTCH: Wet, multiplate, diaphragm spring 
GEARBOX: Four-speed constant mesh STARTER: Kick-start GENERATOR: 120W Lucas alternator 
IGNITION: Coil, contact breakers FRAME: Tubular steel double cradle with Isolastic mountings 
FRONT SUSPENSION: Tele forks, oil damped REAR SUSPENSION: Twin Girling shocks, swinging arm 
FRONT TYRE: 3.00 x 19 REAR TYRE: 3.50 x 19 WHEELBASE: 57in SEAT HEIGHTS 31 in 
DRY WEIGHTS 3951b TOP SPEED: 120mph (All data for standard 750 Roadster) 


some starter rollers, which is considerably more practical 
but a lot less butch). The CR750RR was needed for a 
display at the first major Italian bike show of the season, 
which interrupted the process of fitting the starter. “It’s the 
next step,” promises Gianluca. 

To reach this point, the build took three months of a mix 
of inspiration and perspiration. Falcon shocks at the back 
nicely balance the Dunstall forks and brakes. That eye- 
catching Virex exhaust system is a purpose-built one-off 
item that “sounds like thunder.” The rear wheel was a little 
more of a challenge and Gianluca admits that his choice of 
a 17in enduro wheel from a Japanese machine was 
something of “a provocation... but I like it this way.” 

The recently rebuilt engine is packed full of Hemmings 
and Norvil components, with a fully gas-flowed top end. 

The chap who rebuilt the engine opted to keep it at the 
original 745cc and not go the big bore route, but even so 
Gianluca thinks it’ll be good for at least 60bhp, around a 
10% boost over the standard 750 Commando. The ultra- 
light trick chassis components play their part on the other 
side of the power/weight equation, saving 501b, which 
brings the Commando down from the 3951b dry weight of a 
roadster to match the JPN racer’s 3501b. 

All of which suggests that the CR750RR should be far 
from backwards in going forwards... but the pleasure of 
letting it loose at full bore is reserved for the person who 
buys it. The Stile Italiano team is slightly unusual in that they 
bikes aren’t built to commission. Gianluca is a perfectionist 
who prefers to complete a project and then find a home for 
it. “We only build bikes how we like them,” he explains, “and 
then sometimes we sell them. We want to realise our designs 
entirely as we have visualised them, and not compromise 
with clients during the build.” Some of Gianluca’s favourite 
projects have a permanent place at the Stile Italiano 
showroom - but this unique CR750RR will be offered for 
sale. Look out for it at Continental track days this summer. . . 
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Norton Commando 750 & 850 MK 11 


Some thmgs in life are worth the wait. 

Over forty years after the first Commando ap- 
peared, the Alton EKit electric start conversion 
finally brings it to life at the touch of a button... 
the one Norton put there in 1 969, 
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Cylinder Heads 
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Dynamic Balancing 
General Engineering 
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II OPINION II 


ILLUSTRATION BY MARTIN SQUIRES 


WHEN SYLVESTER H ROPER attached a 
small steam engine to an iron-frame 
‘boneshaker’ bicycle near Boston around 
1867, one question burned in his mind, once 
it proved functional; How fast will it go? 

I have no doubt Guillame Perreaux asked 
himself the same question in Paris that same 
year, when he also attached a micro-steamer 
to one of Pierre Michaux’s newly patented 
pedal-velocipedes. But it was Roper who was 
motorcycling’s first speed demon, and its first 
martyr. Every cafe racer on planet earth 
should affix to their bike a lucky charm with 
Roper’s visage. Forget St Christopher - he 
never rode a bike; Roper is the true patron 
saint of motorcycles, and he died for the 
same sin which stains century bikers - 
the lust for speed. 

Albert Augustus Pope, the hi-wheel racing 
champ-turned-bicycle maker of the 
‘Columbia’ brand, commissioned Roper to 
build a pacer for his racing team. Pope 

provided a Columbia safety bicycle, which Roper hot-rodded with a new 
steamer. His ‘self propeller’ was the fastest thing on wheels, being able to 
“climb any hill and outrun any horse”, and he regularly scorched the seven 
miles between his home in Roxbury to the Boston Yacht Club. On June 1, 
1896, at the ripe old age of 73, Roper was asked to demonstrate his 
motorcycle on the Charles River Speedway, a banked cement bicycle racing 
track in Cambridge, Mass. Pacing turned into racing, and Roper kicked their 
asses with the 42mph speed of his steamer. Track officials urged him to 
unleash the hissing beast to the full, and the septuagenarian inventor was 
excited to oblige. After a few scorching laps, Roper was seen to wobble and 
slow towards his ‘pit crew’ - his son Charles - into whose arms he collapsed, 
dead. Roper did not crash, but likely had a heart attack from the excitement. 
Roper became the first motorcycle fatality... not from a wreck, but from the 
thrill. He deserves a sprocket-edged halo. 

Clenn Curtiss inherited Roper’s lust for speed. As one of the earliest 
motorcycle manufacturers in the US, he’d caught the racing bug first on 
bicycles, then attached an E R Thomas ‘Auto Bi’ motor to his bicycle in 1899, 
which he called the ‘Happy Hooligan’ (yes, our great-grandpa was cool). 

Curtiss thought the Thomas engine, which copied Comte DeDion’s design, 
was crap, so he built his own motor. Curtiss was a mathematical and 
engineering genius since his childhood, and his engines were reliable and 



PAUL D’ORLEANS 

TO TWIST THE THROTTLE, 
AND BE FASTEST 

In 1906 he constructed a spindly 
motorcycle frame around his V-8 
dirigible motor, and travelled to 
Florida to test his monster. . . 


performed better than anything else when 
introduced in 1905. Curtiss engines were so 
good he caught the eye of the fledgling 
aviation industry, and began supplying 
motors for dirigibles. But Curtiss was more 
than an engineer; the question ‘how fast?’ 
burned bright in his soul, so in 1906 he 
constructed a spindly motorcycle frame 
around his V-8 dirigible motor, and travelled 
to Florida to test his monster on the only 
speed venue in the US; Daytona/Ormond 
beach. 

Timed runs on the sand were conducted 
with cars and motorcycles, and Curtiss 
waited until the end of the day’s ‘normal’ 
speed runs, with ordinary production bikes, 
before wheeling out his 40hp behemoth. He 
promptly scorched through a one mile trap 
at 136.3mph - the fastest speed of any 
powered human to date. His ‘return’ run was 
ruined by the disintegration of the direct shaft 
drive to the rear wheel (no surprise, with a 
sand bath for the exposed universal joint) and the rear wheel locked at 
130mph, while the drive shaft flailed away at the rider... but Curtiss’ 
considerable racing experience won out, and he hauled the beast to a stop 
without crashing. A true American hero. 

With time, the Federation Internationale de Motocyclisme (FIM) was 
created to supervise speed records, and the first ‘official’ FIM ratified speed 
was taken again at Daytona beach, when Cene Walker pushed his Indian 
Chief to 104.12mph in 1920. That was the last time an American flag flew 
over the world motorcycle speed record for 70 years. For their own reasons, 
American motorcycle manufacturers, who built the technical equal of any 
bike in the world through the 1920s, virtually disappeared from global 
motorcycle competition after 1923, when Freddie Dixon took third at the Isle 
of Man TT on an Indian 500cc sidevalve single. America turned inward, to 
its own style of dirt-track racing, and the world speed records of the 1920s 
belonged exclusively to the British. 

In 1923 Bert LeVack took a frame built by Claude Temple, stuffed it with 
a mighty 996cc dohc Anzani engine, and bumped along at Brooklands, 
half airborne on the notoriously bumpy track. LeVack averaged 
108.41mph, and the FIM didn’t have to cross the Atlantic again for 
motorcycles until the 1950s, when Bonneville became the location of 
choice for speed-mad riders. Ea 


'Every cafe racer on planet earth should affix to their bike a lucky 
charm with Roper’s visage. Forget St Christopher - he never rode a bike; 
Roper is the true patron saint of motorcycles’ 


WHO IS PAUL D’ORLEANS? 

Paul d’Orleans is a writer, artist, sartorialist and photographer. He’s best known as The Vintagent’ for his long-running blog and judges 
concours such as the Quail and Villa d’Este, consults for Bonhams auctions, shoots digital and Tintype’ photographs, and is curating an 

exhibit on cafe racers at the Sturgis Motorcycle Museum. 
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II OPINION II 


ILLUSTRATION BY LOUISE LIMB 


IT WOULD BE nice to kick-off with the 
vaguely immortal words of Micky the Jaguar: 

“Please allow me to introduce myself, I’m a 
man of wealth and taste,” but neither claim 
would be remotely true. And yet I feel it 
behooves me to explain why I’m here and 
what I plan to do about it. 

In fact, preposterous although it may seem. 

I’m one of the reasons this bulwark of 
motorcycling fabulousness exists, for back in 
the mists of time in a land far, far away I ran a 
publishing company which was approached 
by a handsome, modest individual with a 
passion for aulde motorbicycles. This gent 
somehow persuaded me that in addition to 
Motorcycle International and Motorcycle 
Enthusiast {an6 let’s not forget Skateboard!) 
which we already threw into unsuspecting 
newsagents each month, we should put out a 
wee magazine called Used & Classic Bike 
Guide. That man was CBG’s recently 
rehabilitated editor, Frank Westworth, and as 
you may surmise, this was that magazine. Or 
rather half of it. The better half of course. 

Much water and quite a bit of noxious fluid 
has flowed under the metaphorical bridge 
since then. Magazines have come, gone, changed hands and in rare cases, 
improved beyond all recognition - this one being one of them - but Frank and 
I have remained cheery sparring partners, though wisely perhaps, not publishing 
partners. But when he resumed captaincy of this majestic enterprise, I felt 
obliged to tell him that what it lacked these days was the voice of treason, aka 
yrs. triy. mouthing off about the sort of bikes that men of my generation grew 
up with, and grew to love, after the British bike industry had more or less, and 
more or less willfully disappeared down the swanee; aka dap Crap’. 

And oddly enough. Big Frank agreed. So here I am, and while the 
aforegoing scene-setting probably explains why I lack both wealth and taste, 
that won’t prevent me from pretending otherwise. So let’s begin by stating 
the obvious - at least as far as I’m concerned - which is that classic British 
(and most continental) bikes are woefully impractical. Impractical in the 
sense that they invariably are hard to start, unreliable unless expensively 
maintained and little used, can’t keep up with modern traffic and don’t stop 
terribly well, which in modern traffic, can literally be lethal. 

But what we can now justifiably call Japanese classics are invariably in 
every respect precisely the opposite (same goes for lots of continental ones. 
I’m pleased to say). 

And having owned a number of Greeves, Cottons, Dots, BSAs and 
Triumphs as well as many Japanese, Italian and even German bikes, and 


ridden lots more in what I laughingly call my 
career as a biking hack, I know these 
statements to be true. Proof? Well my daily 
rider is a 1985 Flonda CBX750-F, to which 
I’ve done nothing but change oil and filters, 
replace the odd tyre and brake pad and, just 
recently, steering-head bearings. It starts on 
the button, goes like the clappers, and stops 
on a sixpence. It cost me £750 four years ago 
and were I to sell it now, would probably 
struggle to fetch twice that. 

The last British bike I owned was a 
Triumph Trailblazer SS, brought brand new 
in 1970 and which within a year of ownership 
needed a new clutch, frequent attention to 
its induction and ignition arrangements and 
a steady succession of bulbs that vibrated 
into oblivion. I sold it for two-thirds of its £369 
list price and bought a Yamaha. Okay, that 
T25 would currently be worth four times what 
I paid for the Flonda, but how much actual 
riding would I get out of it nowadays? And at 
what cost? 

Well the answer to that is very little at all. 
And where Frank and I agree - which isn’t 
very often - is that aulde motorbykes are for 
riding, not trailering around to shows so that men of a certain age (e.g. yrs. 
trIy.) can ogle them moisty-eyed and recount fond memories of plodding 
round on them in our greatcoats and Corker helmets when they were the best 
that Britain could offer. 

Not that I’m agin ogling nicely restored machinery, indeed I do it with guilty 
pleasure whenever possible, but for me the whole point of machinery is to 
use it as its makers intended, and that’s only really possible with Japanese 
(and some continental) classics. And perhaps more to the point, as my Flonda 
proves, good, rideable 30 or 40 year-old Japanese bikes are also actually still 
affordable. Oh yes I know there are plenty of chumps who will happily pay 
squillions for Kawasaki Z900s and Flonda CB400Fs with matching numbers 
and whiskers on their tyres, but the thing is that there are still plenty of 
roadworthy Z900s and CB400Fs that haven't been restored to within an inch 
of their lives and are thus available to stingy old farts like me. And that’s much 
less likely with the classic Brits. 

So while I can just about appreciate the lantern-jawed beauty and often 
agricultural simplicity of your old Ayjays, Beezers and Trumpets, to 
paraphrase the lyrics of another pop anthem from the mists of time, when 
Guildford’s finest pop combo The Vapors, released their massive - and only 
- hit (I’m) Turning Japanese in 1980, I’d already done so, and I’m still at it. 

So watch out. Ei3 



MARK WILLIAMS 

THE VOICE OF 
TREASON 

“Please allow me to introduce 
myself. I’m a man of wealth 
and taste. . . ” 


'Not that I’m agin ogling nicely restored machinery, indeed I do it with guilty 
pleasure whenever possible, but for me the whole point of machinery is to use it as 
its makers intended, and that’s only really possible with Japanese classies’ 


WHO IS MARK WILLIAMS? 

Williams is a serial motorbicycle magazine junkie, having published, launched and edited Bike, Which Bike? an6 MotorCycle International 
amongst others. Which means he’s tested, ridden and even owned more bikes than is probably good for him 
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MAGNETOS' DYNAMOS' ARMATURES 
Cars, Motorbikes, Tractors, Stationary Engines 


The name Armoto has been synonyrrious with high-quality 
windings over 40 years and we are widely known lor 
supplying re-manufactured wound components, such as 
rotors, stators, armatures, and coils for heavy-duty 
alternators in the PSV industry. 

We also repair, recondition and remanufacture a wide 
range of efectro mechanical devices such as alternators, 
dynamo's dyr>a- starts and magnetos. 



3 year warranties on fully reconditioned units 
Typical turnaround 7-14 days 
in house winding facilities 




Rewinding, repairing and reconditioning 
fn>ni veteran, classic and vintage cars 
and motorbikes are a epeeialily, as well 
as trucks, farm vehicles and stationary 
engines. 




Alternators • Dynamos 

Oynastarts • Magnetos 

Armatures • Field Coils 

Rotors ' Stators 




I 


Austin 7 dynanrK>s, Rolls Royce Ptiantom dyrtamos to 
name a few • see web site for more technical advice. , 
Electrical mechanical components for veteran. 
vintage classic motorcycles 4 cans ^ 



Armoto Motor Units Ltd Tel: 01 246 4521 1 1 

Unit & Station Lane Ind Est. Old Whittington, Chesterfield S41 ^0>^ 

s iio o oh saii r -t' io.CL .uk 
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_^horr^ the F-nanCtai Conduct AEJthanlv 




* Gompetifiva fates 

* Agreed Valu#' 

" Discounts for 
restricted drivers & 
mileage limils 

^ Mulii Bike Discount 

* Difioaunlsforcluh 

memberg 

■ Free Eurapean 
Use 

* Approved rallies 
and events covered 

free 

* Salvage 'buy back' 

opilon 

* Family Fteet 
faciSily 

' Ejn-Csirent cla-ms 
service 

* PersoRsI service 
no call oentres. 


INSURANCE THE OLD FASHIONED WAY 

PETER S. TAYLOR & Co 

No call centres or telephone queues, 
just good old fashioned personal service since 1949 

Let us take care of all your Insurance requirements- From single bikes to muEti bike 
or large collections, we will find the best policy for you. We also have a 
'Family Fleet' facility to cover Classic and Modern Bikes, Cars, Commercial, Kits, 

American, Military & Modified vehicles 



If you as an enthusiast would like a quotation from enthusiasts and 
not a call centre, please contact us: 

01273 820303 or 01273 329307 
First floor, 81 Church Road, Hove, BN3 2BB 
www.peterstaylor.co.uk - sales@peterstaylor.co.uk 
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IIOPINIONII 


ILLUSTRATION BY MARTIN SQUIRES 


A VERY LONG time ago someone invented 
the motorcycle. Learned men have debated 
and written about this first motorcycle, 
stating that it was built by a couple of 
Germans, but there are those who say it was 
made in New York. It might have been built 
by a chap called Wilfred, who lived in a shed 
in a small village in Yorkshire, but nobody 
really knows. 

The one fact that is absolutely irrefutable 
is that it had a frame, two wheels, a seat, a 
set of handlebars AND an engine, but NO 
gearbox. The bicycle had been invented 
thousands of years before by Fred Flintstone 
and when some other clever bloke put a few 
bits of metal together with a combustible 
compound, the internal combustion engine 
was born. Then another smarty-pants 
married the two together and the motor- 
bicycle had arrived. 

The engine drove the rear wheel by a belt, usually made of a laminated 
canvas or leather; no clutch and direct drive. Pedals were still incorporated 
into the machine, and to start the motorcycle you pulled in the valve lifter, 
pedalled like mad until a healthy speed was obtained, and on ‘dropping’ the 
valve with a bit of luck the motor fired up. Away you went. 

Titch Allen, the founder member of the Vintage Motor Cycle Club, once 
described the riding of a single-speed machine compared to one with a 
gearbox as akin to the difference of gliding versus powered flight. No 
transmission noise or clatter. There were, however, a few drawbacks; if you 
had to stop at a junction or because a stray horse and cart was in your way 
it meant pulling in the valve lifter to cut the engine and applying the near- 
useless brakes of the time. 

With a bit of luck you survived, but then you had to repeat the starting 
procedure to continue your journey. For those who wanted more flexibility to 
the motorcycling experience, an adjustable front pulley was available. 

At the bottom of a hill you stopped your motor, opened the toolbox, and by 
wielding a few spanners the gear ratio could be reduced to allow the steep 
ascent. Then you had to pedal uphill to get the motor firing. At the top of the 
hill, you stopped again, adjusted the pulley to a higher ratio and away you 
went again. A proper motorcycling experience for hardy chaps. 



GEORGE COHEN 

WHO NEEDS 
A GEARBOX? 

Innovative designs such as a 
gearbox with a nicely polished 
round knob were frequently met 
with an air of scepticism 


The next clever bloke invented automatic 
adjustable pulleys (relying on torque, 

Newton’s Laws and luck), then two-speed 
rear hubs and then the Fudge multi system 
and then... the gearbox. 

In 1915 James Lansdowne Norton loaned 
his friend Jack ‘Izzy’ Cohen (designer of the 
Sturmey-Archer three-speed countershaft 
gearbox and a distant relation of mine) a 
Big 4 to test his new mechanism, and the 
following year the range of Norton 

motorcycles was available with the new 
gearbox, although the direct belt drive, single 
speeders were not only still available, 
but remained the choice for the fast men 
at Brooklands. 

Innovative designs such as a gearbox with 
a nicely polished round knob were frequently 
met with an air of scepticism from the ‘hard 
men’ who were reluctant to change their riding style; for with a gearbox, not 
only did you have an extra lever for changing ratio, but a clutch lever as well, 

and more often than not a kick-starter. “Too many knobs and levers for my 

liking ol’ boy”; the following extract from The Motor Cycle illustrates the point. 

A rider new to the experience of a gearbox with three extra controls (gear 
change lever, clutch lever and kickstarter) and the choice of three speeds, 
enquired to the ‘Flelp Line’ at The Motor Cycle: 

“/ have just purchased a 4hp motor cycle, fitted with Sturmey-Archer 
countershaft gearbox, clutch and kick-starter. What Is the correct method of 
changing gear I.e. whether by use of clutch or exhaust valve lifter? Some 
motor cyclists advise me to use the latter as It saves unnecessary wear of the 
clutch plates . " 

The reply was: “It Is really Immaterial which method you use; our own 
experience with this type of gearbox Is to change up on the exhaust lifter, as 
a very quick change can be made. When changing down It Is not necessary 
either to release the clutch or raise the exhaust: merely throttle down slightly 
and move the gear lever smartly to the next lower position, but a smoother 
change down may be made on the clutch, especially on a greasy surface. ” 
Flow times have changed! Today we accept the gearbox as much as any 
other part of our motorcycle. And as the electric bike evolves, I guess the 
gearbox will be a thing of the past. . . MB 


'Titch Allen once described the riding of a single-speed machine 
compared to one with a gearbox as akin to the difference 
of gliding versus powered flight’ 


WHO IS GEORGE COHEN? 

Dr George Cohen, MBBS MSc MRCPsych BA Eng, holds surgery in The Somerset Shed, and specializes in Norton singles. He’s also a VMCC 
Norton Specialist, Bonhams Motoring Consultant, ‘Doctor of Reason’ and ‘Soldier of Fortune’ 
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The Number One Rent Free Gas Cylinder! 
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Join 1000*5 oF cuslomers saving 
trtoney with a Hobbyweld Renl Free 
Gas Cyiindef 

- 11 H igh quality ga&es available 

- A I one-oFf. refundable deposit 
^ Compact, lightweight and portable 

* Save £100 s every year on rental charges 

* Save over £300 per bot tie vs. disposables 

* Simply pay as you go for yeur refills 

9 ^£3 




www.hobbyweld.co.uk 
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TRIUMPH X-75 HURRICANE 


THE 

X-FACTOR 

Triumph's Hurricane, for that day when subtlety has left you far behind,.. 


WORDS AND PHOTOS: 

PHILLIPTOOTH (ARCHIVE DRAWINGS: CRAIG VETTER AT VETTER DESIGN WORKS) 



W hen the sale of British 

motorcycles in America collapsed 
in 1966, BSA’s top brass didn’t 
know what they were doing 
wrong. So the managers did what 
managers always do. They ordered a survey. 

Published in November 1967 for their eyes 
only, The Motor Cycle - Today and 
Tomorrow was prepared by the 
new export sales department. 

A quick review of the situation 
revealed that Honda was eating 
into sales of the A50 and A65 
BSA twins with the CB450, 
and while the Japanese were 
already offering 350cc 
two-strokes capable of over 
lOOmph, the recently 
announced T500 Suzuki would 
hurt sales even more. 

The document also pointed out 
that, although they were useful 
congestion-busters on crowded 
freeways, Americans didn’t buy 
motorcycles mainly for 
transportation, but that “a man is 
much more likely to invest in an 
expensive plaything if he can 
justify the purchase by some 
utility value”. Which is man-talk 
for: ‘Honey, I need a big, fast 
bike to get to work, even though 
there’s a perfectly good pick-up 
in the garage.’ 

And then there was image. 

Honda had spent a fortune on 
advertising, and BSA’s marketing 
men knew that they could never 
return to the image of a motorcyclist 
as “the leather jacketed rocker » 








TRIUMPH X-75 HURRICANE 


RIGHT 
A view of the works. 
BSA’s duplex bicycle is 
a sturdy structure, while 
the sideswiped exhausts 
are unique 

It’s a Triumph, Jim, but 
not as we know it. In 
fact the machine is a 
re-badged Beezer. BSA 
cast special cylinder 
heads with wider fins 
and painted the barrels 
black. Maybe BSA 
worried about the big 
engine overheating 
in traffic. And maybe 
it didn’t 


BELOW 
Norton also attempted 
a cool look for the US 
market; its Commando 
Hi-Rider. Great seat 




Ogle may have won awards for its toaster 
designs, hut the slab-sided petrol tanks and 
'Dan Dare’ ray-gun silencers didn’t go down 
well with everyone - not even in America. 


fraternity” because "these people are looked down 
upon by all others who have not been converted to 
the world of motor cycling”. But the motorcycle 
could be a status symbol. For this category of 
buyer, noted the secret document, the bigger and 
more expensive the motorcycle the better. 

And that’s where the new 750cc Triples come 
into the picture. In 1968, the BSA-Triumph group 
launched the A75R Rocket 3 and T150 Trident. 
The engine-gearbox units were mechanically 
identical, but the BSA unit had smooth, egg-like 
styling for the timing side to give the Rocket 3 just 
a hint of A65, and the engine was tipped 15° 
forward in the frame. The Triumph engine had a 
timing side similar to the twins, with an 
individually shaped gearbox end cover. 

With a top speed of 130mph, the triples 
certainly had performance by the bucketful - but 
styling was something else. Instead of using Jack 
Wickes, known to Triumph men as ‘Edward Turner’s 
Pencil’, the top brass employed Ogle Design to 
come up with something a bit flashier for the 
American market - a bit more like a Cadillac 
than a Lotus. 

Ogle may have won awards for its toaster 
designs, but the slab-sided petrol tanks and ‘Dan 
Dare’ ray-gun silencers didn’t go down well with 
everyone - not even in America. Don Brown, vice 
president of BSA Inc, the New Jersey based arm of 
the British company, hated the heavy look. 

Sales never really took off in spite of Yvon 
Duhamel lapping Daytona’s banked circuit on a 
stock Rocket 3 at 131.790mph and, with a little 
help from Dick Mann and Ray Hempstead, 
averaging 121.141mph for 200 miles. 
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Brown wanted something lighter, lither and 
altogether sexier - something with the X-Factor. 
And that’s where Craig Vetter, a young motorcycle 
enthusiast with a college degree in industrial 
design, comes in. Brown might have been a clean- 
cut American while Vetter looked more like a 
long-haired hippy, but they immediately hit it off. 

Vetter was making motorcycle fairings and 
had designed a combined seat and tank unit for 
his Suzuki T500 that held six gallons of petrol 
and one of oil. He took it to Daytona Bike Week 
and started passing business cards around. One 
ended up on Brown’s desk and in early 1969 he 
made the call, explaining that this was an 
off-the-record commission. 

Vetter reasoned that while the Brits and most 
other Europeans liked flat bars and the cafe racer 
look, Americans preferred a more laid-back style. 
Instead of designing a bike that made other men 
jealous of the lucky owner, Vetter was going to 
design a motorcycle that made women look at the 
man. Nothing sells like sex. 

Vetter was given a BSA Rocket 3 and agreed to 
report back to Brown with regular updates. A 
finished mock-up of a ‘sports version’ of the 
Rocket 3 was to be ready by the end of July 1969. 
BSA Inc was to pay reasonable expenses, and if 
the prototype was accepted for further study or 
used in BSA’s design programme, Vetter would be 
paid at his standard shop rate of $17.50 an hour 
for work already done. 

Vetter junked the tinware and added his classic, 
feminine tank-seat-and-side panels unit - and yes, 
the curves were inspired by a woman’s shape. He 
asked Brown for a set of internal-spring Cerianis 



ABOVE 
Mr Vetter had 
a better idea 


because he preferred the lighter look but was sent 
short, racing forks and had to extend them by 3in 
to make them the same length as stock Rocket 3 
forks. Three megaphones from a BSA flat tracker 
fanned out along the right side of the triple. 

Attention to detail was everywhere. Vetter 
painted the alloy barrels black and mocked up 
bigger fins for the cylinder head out of Plexiglass 
offcuts from fairing manufacture, glued them on 
and painted them silver to balance the look. Later, 
when the bike went into production, BSA’s Small 
Heath factory produced a special big-fin head ^ 
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TRIUMPH X-75 HURRICANE 


RIGHT 
Mr Vetter, seen here 
in 1969 with his 
better idea 


BELOW 
Three Amal concentrics 
and three Lucas coils, 
neatly stacked, provide 
fuelling and sparks, 
respectively 

While the rest of the 
heavy Triumph range 
was heading towards 
disc brakes, the X-75 
used the 21s conical 
hub. They can be set 
up to work well 

No other Triumph, 
before or since, 
has appeared so 
distinctive from the 
rider’s perspective. 
Also from every other 
perspective, really 



especially for it. The seat was held in place by that 
miracle of the age. Velcro. It was big enough for 
one-and-a-half, so that the girl on the back would 
have to squeeze the rider tight to stay on board... 

Brown loved the look, and Vetter’s creation was 
shipped to England in October 1969. It languished 
at Umberslade Hall, the R&D centre, for months 
while BSA’s top brass wondered what to do with it. 
They knew they needed a bike for the American 
market, which swallowed 90% of BSA-Triumph 
output, and this just might be it. Take a look at 
Norton’s take on a bike for the American market 
and you’ll see just how good the Vetter design was. 
The Commando-based Hi-Rider went on sale in 
1971, but there weren’t many takers... 

Craig Vetter eventually got paid $12,000 for his 
design. The Vetter BSA Rocket was sent back to 
the US eight months later, and went on the cover 
of Cycle l/l^or/c/ magazine under the headline: IS 
THIS THE NEXT BSA THREE? 

But the answer was a resounding: ‘NO’. The BSA 
division was about to go bust. The Rocket 3 was 


discontinued in January 1972, with the last 
motorcycle shipped to Germany in May. Although 
engines continued to be made at the BSA factory, 
any new motorcycle was going to be built not at 
Small Heath, Birmingham, but at the Triumph 
factory in Meriden, Coventry. 

Vetter sat on the pre-production BSA X-75 in 
February 1972 when it was shown to dealers in 
Houston, Texas, but by the time production started 
the following June, the bike was wearing the 
Triumph logo on the gas tank. The Hurricane joined 
the 1973 model year line-up as a limited edition 
special with a premium price - a whopping $2299 
while a Trident would cost the Yanks $1850 
compared to just $1700 for a Honda CB750. 

The X-75’s engine and frame were both BSA with 
a five-speed cluster in the gearbox as used on the 
T150V Trident, although some early models were 
four-speeders. But while the 1973 Trident came 
with a Lockheed lOin disc brake, the Hurricane 
used the old Sin tis conical drum with its massive 
air scoop. And instead of Velcro to fix the seat to 
the glass fibre, large knurled knobs on the top of 
the suspension units was a more traditional fixing. 
At least it had Borrani alloy rims, although the forks 
were British-made by BSA, not Italian Ceriani. 

The X-75 Hurricane really would be a limited 
production special. At the end of 1973 there was a 
factory sit-in at Meriden. By the time the sit-in 
finally ended, the X-75 was permanently sidelined. 
Between June 1972 and January 1973, a total of 
around 1175 Hurricanes were made. 

Nearly all Hurricanes were shipped to the States, 
with a mere 70 sold in the UK. BSA’s marketing 
men realised that sensible British riders wouldn’t 
be impressed with high bars, a raked front end, a 
60in wheelbase - 2in up on the Rocket 3 - and a 
steel petrol tank hidden under the glass fibre curves 
that held just two gallons of gas. And although the 
Americans loved the explosive acceleration 
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TRIBUTE 

TO VETTER 



Welsh company SRM 
Engineering has designed a 
body kit for the ubiquitous A50 
and A65 BSA twins that 
quickly and easily transforms 
them into a tribute to Craig 
Vetter’s classic design. The 
integral glass fibre petrol tank 
holds 2.25 gallons (10.2 litres) 
and the kit comes with seat, 
tank unit, fuel cap, decals 
and mounting brackets. Priced 
at just £666 it is devilishly 
simple to fit because it uses 
the standard tank and seat 
fixing points. 

SRM has specialised in 
manufacturing parts for BSA 
motorcycles for over 25 years. 
The X65 body kit is just the sort 
of thing that Small Heath 
should have been offering for 
the unit twins. 

SRM +44 1970 627771 
www.srm-engi neeri ng.com 


BELOW 

The result of Mr Vetter’s 
better idea, seen here 
at a show. You need 
stout boots to kick up a 
triple. Fortunately... 


delivered by ridiculously low gearing - the X75 
used 18 teeth on the gearbox sprocket and 53 on 
the rear wheel - the Brits liked their Triples to blast 
way past 120mph on the local bypass, instead of 
running out of revs at a little over the ton. 

But while Yank mags raved about the Hurricane, 
Americans were put off by the prospect of buying a 
bike from a company that looked like it was going 
under faster than the Titanic. All too often, the 
Hurricane languished at the back of dealer 
showrooms gathering dust. 

Craig Vetter went on to build up the biggest 
motorcycle accessory company in America before 
retiring in 1978, aged just 36, after selling up for 
a very cool $15 million. He could afford to be a 
hippy again. 

Nowadays the X-75 is one of the most sought- 
after Triples, on show in museums and art galleries 
around the world. But this is more than a poseur’s 
toy. The Hurricane is a surprisingly good motorcycle. 
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TRIUMPH X-75 HURRICANE 


RIGHT 
Ready to ride 


BELOW 
Round the back: 
chrome, no indicators 

Lifting the seat (two 
knurled knobs with 
Triumph logos on them 
accomplishes this) 
reveals where the oil 
goes and where the 
battery lives 

These are the most 
famous silencers in the 
history of silencers, 
discuss. Or not, if 
silencers really do 
not turn you on 


Swiss enthusiast Francois Brunettin bought his 
Hurricane from the UK, but it didn’t look anything 
like as good as the motorcycle you see here. It took 
six months of concentrated effort to restore it to its 
current glory. 

Starting is easy, even if by 1973 the kickstart 
was already obsolete on most superbikes. Turn on 
the ignition and open both taps - ride any Triple 
hard with just one tap open and you are likely to 
get fuel starvation, a lean mixture and overheating. 
Now give it a couple of quick stabs on the pedal 
and the three megaphones blow a gloriously fruity 
raspberry. The Borg and Beck diaphragm clutch 
bites hard but the lever action is delightfully light. 

Short gearing means you have to race the rev 
counter through the gearbox, and acceleration up 
to the 125kph (75mph) mark is stunning. At this 
cruising speed the orange needle of the Smiths 
instrument is hovering over the GOOOrpm mark and 
the Triple feels as smooth as a turbine. 

With a compression ratio of 9.5:1 there’s plenty of 
urge at this speed in fifth and there’s another 2000 
available, although Triumph didn’t bother to paint a 
redline on the clock. There is more than adequate 
acceleration in top gear in the 60 to llOkph band 
where most riding is done on our traffic-congested 
roads, but if you really want to light the fire in the 
Triple’s belly, simply knock it down a cog, wind open 
those three Amal concentrics and blast off. Just 
remember to tell your lady to hang on tight before 
you twist that throttle. 

If there is a failing, it is the conical hub brakes - 
although at 200kg the X-75 weighs substantially 
less than the porky Rocket 3, you are not going 
to squeal rubber. 

Vetter might have taken some of his styling cues 
from the West Coast chopper craze, but the design 
brief was to build a sports version of the Rocket 3 
and the Hurricane has more than a passing 
resemblance to American flat-trackers. 



Wide handlebars might make high-speed cruising a 
chore as you take the full force of the wind but, in 
spite of the long wheelbase, the Hurricane can be 
tipped into bends on twisty backroads with barely 
a nudge of countersteer. The Rocket 3 is a serious 
motorcycle, but the Hurricane is designed for fun. 

If you prefer Barbour waxed cotton to blue jeans 
and shades the Hurricane is not for you. But if 
you want a bike that still has women giving you a 
long, lingering look then Craig Vetter’s X75 still 
does the business, 
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ABOVE 
It’s all about engines. With 
Ducatis, it’s always about 
engines. And the noise, maybe 

The famous Ducati bellow - 
much louder than a mere 
bark - comes from here, 
from the Conti brothers’ 
famous ‘silencers’ 

Take a superlative engine, 
build an excellent bicycle 
around it. Here we see 
the result 


LEI E UNA BELLEZZA (SHE’S A BEAUTY) 

It had only been 15 months since Fabio Taglioni 
first sketched his new 750 L-twin engine design. 
Almost incredibly, in June 1971 the Ducati 750 
GT was in production and company directors 
Arnaldo Milvio and Fredmano Spairani signed off 
plans for a 750 Sport model for the Italian 
marque. The Japanese manufacturers had yet to 
achieve their stranglehold on the world motorcycle 
market and a prototype 750 Sport was presented 
to a dealer conference in September of the same 
year. The new design went down well with the 
faithful, so a second machine was produced by 
Christmas; the final version was shown to the press 
in January 1972 and their reaction ensured no 
delays were required and production began 
immediately. This was going to be a massive year 
for Ducati and the start of a journey that would 
span 40 years and allow Gary Keen to fulfil a 
lifelong dream of restoring and owning a 750 
Sport. 

Apart from its stunning beauty, the Sport brought 
many things to the enthusiast. Handling was 
considered to be second to none and with 62bhp 
on tap the performance figures were impressive. 
With a ISOmph top speed and a standing quarter- 
mile of 12.5 seconds this was a quick bike for its 
day; a race machine for the road, and racing would 
feature heavily in the factory’s future plans. 

An idea taken from the Daytona races in the 
States was the Formula 750 Series, which began 
in Europe at Imola in April 1972. Its future would 
continue under various names, but we have come 
to know it as ‘Superbike’. Ducati entered machines 
based on lightened production frames and engines 
modified to produce 80 horses. The machine, 
known as the 750 Imola Desmo, was the first to 
be fitted with the desmodromic valve system. 

An estimated 70,000 watched the Ducati team 
with their new bikes and riders take first and 
second places after 200 miles of racing at Imola; 


Paul Smart led team-mate Bruno Spaggiari across 
the line. Now the motorcycle world would look 
towards Bologna. 

The 750 Sport using the GT frame was only 
produced for one year in 1972. This was called a 
‘wide frame sport’ or ‘Z stripe sport’ (because of 
the distinctive tank decals). Later models (1973-5) 
had a different ‘narrow’ frame, which can be 
clearly seen by the position of the rear shock 
absorbers - the wide frames are underneath and 
the narrow frame ones are outside. The whole 
persona of the Sport was encompassed with a 
narrower tank, single seat, clip-ons and rearset 
rests. The Super Sport Imola Desmo version 
became available in 1974. Only 401 were 
produced and that model is considered the Holy 
Grail of round case 750 bevels. However, in terms 
of rarity, it is thought that only about 100 of the 
early Sports were made (although it’s difficult to 
prove this). So, all Sport versions produced are 
rare, desirable and the restoration of one is not 
for the faint hearted. 

THE PURCHASE (L’ACQUISTO) 

Gary was facing an MoT test on another 900-bevel 
Ducati back in 2008. The tech doing the test 
commented that he knew of an old 750 Sport that 
had sat for many years in a barn in Sussex. 
Desperately trying not to show too much 
excitement, a new home beckoned for the Sport 
that October. The last tax disc was from 1987 and 
the paperwork confirmed that renowned Worthing 
dealer Bol d’Or Motorcycles sold the bike on in the 
early 80s. Back home and surveying his purchase, 
Gary decided to restore the bike as close to original 
as possible, “without being too anal” he told me. 
“There are details some scholars of the marque 
will pick up on, such as the crankcases have a 
polished finish rather than the crinkle black. This 
is a personal choice as I have to live with and love 
the bike.” 
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STRIP DOWN (SPOGLIARSI) 

The point where you discover what you have 
actually bought comes with the systematic 
removal, checking and pricing of all the parts that 
come off the machine. What looked okay in situ 
needs time and money spent when placed on the 
bench. The frame was in great shape, so went away 
for blasting and powder coating along with the 
swinging arm. After replacing every bearing, the 
frame was complete, though it would be a while 
before reassembly started. The original Borrani 
wheel rims responded well to many hours of 
polishing, but the spokes were rotten and were 
replaced with new stainless versions. 

The bike came with the twin front disc set up (an 
option from new, though a single disc was the 
norm) although the discs were well past their sell- 
by date. Sourcing the original solid-centre versions 
proved difficult - but not impossible. A Brembo 
master cylinder was fitted to feed the Lockheed 
calipers and although these looked nasty, once 
rebuilt they work perfectly. The forks and yokes 
were restored and Gary managed to achieve the 
original splatter-black effect, new in-period Koni 
rear shocks were fitted and with a set of Avons on 
the refurbished rims a semi-rolling chassis sat on 
the bench. 


ABOVE 

Here is someone actually riding 
a bevel-drive Ducati. Everyone 
will ignore him and will stare 
at the engine. They will also 
hear it. Definitely 

LEFT 

Another shot of the engine. 

You can never see too much of 
a Ducati engine. The big shiny 
bevel-drivers are the most 
popular. More people admire 
them than ever rode them. 
Known fact 

As well as the mighty engine, 
Ducatis traditionally also wear 
decent brakes, though fewer 
people are fascinated by Stop 
than by Go. No idea why. These 
discs are gripped by Lockheed 
calipers, not the Brembos you 
might have expected 


THE MOTOR (IL MOTORE) 

The heart of the beast, the L-twin bevel drive 
motor looked a sad sight in the frame; years of 
corrosion had turned the alloy exterior grey with 
any chrome parts useless. Pietro, boss at Motori Di 
Marino was Gary’s choice for the rebuild, an ex- 
Ducati factory guy who lives and breathes these ^ 
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DUCATI 750 SPORT 





2. The original headlight was an Aprilia JOD Dupio 
unit. Finding one is a challenge. Paying for one is a 
problem unless you are a lottery winner 



3. Twenty-odd years of corrosion are not entirely great 
for any machine, least of all a 1970s Italian sports 
bike. Ducati alloy casting - fortunately - is of an 
excellent quality 



4. Okay. It’s all in bits - aren’t there a lot? Where do you 
actually start? Best speak to Pietro at Motori Di Marino 


5. When valves look this good, it seems a shame to 
hide them away inside the head 


6. How the bevel drive system works. Drive is taken from the 
crank to the cams in the heads and to the ignition system 




7. “Is that my engine? The same engine?” That 
question surely crossed Gary’s mind when he arrived to 
collect this work of art 


8. The 32mm Dell’Ortos helped the Sport offer a 6hp 
improvement over the earlier GT 


9. Conti Brothers’ exhausts. These made both buyer 
and his bank balance go weak at the knees, but are 
worth the struggle 
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OUCATV' 


That chap again, still riding his 
Ducati. He has found a bend, 

' and is therefore even happier 
than when on the straight, for 
Ducatis steer impeccably 


Left: From any angle, its 
beauty and purpose are 
beyond question.. 


engines daily; a cheap option ‘no’ but a quality one 
‘yes’. Once stripped down the crank was reground, 
several chipped gears were replaced and a new 
high performance oil pump was fitted, along with 
bearings, valves and seats, etc. The cylinder bores 
looked in good order, as did the original pistons 
and rings, so they were reused. It later came to 
light that the front cylinder had become porous, so 
a new liner was sourced, honed and fitted. An 
electronic ignition was fitted with a dual output 
high-voltage coil because the bike was being 
rebuilt to be ridden - so it had to start and run 
reliably. Once rebuilt, along with the carbs, the 
engine looks like a work of art, and as for the 
sound... more of that later. 

THE DIALS (I CALIBRI) 

With the engine back where it belongs, it was time 
to look at the clocks and deal with a rather nasty 
headlight. The light unit on the bike was way past 
saving, and tracking down the original Aprilia JOD 
Dupio part was proving to be impossible without 
melting the credit card completely. Removing the 
original idiot lights, Gary stripped and plated them 
and remade coloured inserts as an alternative to 
fitting ‘out of place LEDs’ as he put it. Refurbished 
electronic tacho and speedo finished the look, now 
visible, as the half fairing would not be refitted. 

THE PAINT (LA VERNICE) 

One thing that will create heated debate among 
any group of Ducati connoisseurs will be the 
original colour, ‘Ochre’, factory applied as a gel 
coat finish on to the glass fibre tank and side 
panels. Obtaining a colour as close as possible to 
the original required rubbing down the inside of 
the seat back unit and taking a match from that. 
Gary is sure it is now as close as possible to the 
original. I noticed during the photoshoot that the 
tank changed quite dramatically from bright yellow 
to deep orange as the sun went behind the clouds. 
The paint finish, carried out by a retired Burgess 
Hill based sprayer (Pete the Paint), is superb; the 


graphics were supplied direct from Italy. With the 
tank lined to stop melting by modern fuels, Gary 
fitted the correct fuel taps, not easy to source 
but worth the effort. 

THE SOUND (IL SUONO) 

The 750 Sport exhaust system was supplied to the 
factory by the Conti brothers back in the 1970s, 
complete with Ducati part numbers. They were 
bespoke to the marque with a sound of their own. 
It’s probably easier to locate the Loch Ness Monster 
than to find a new pair to replace the rusted- 
beyond-salvation examples Gary inherited with the 
bike. However, it came to light that every now and 
then the brothers re-release a batch of original 
pipes, and they did so in 2008; soon after getting 
the bike home Gary received a package from Italy. I 
didn’t ask how much and he didn’t offer. Standing 
at the side of the road waiting to catch the passing 
image I realised why they became so important. I 
could hear the Sport going through the gears long 
before it was in sight. The sound rolled across the 
countryside like a summer thunderstorm, and as 
he passed you could feel it down to your boots. 

“IL NOSTRO PASSATO HA UN GRANDE 
EUTURO” (OUR PAST HAS A GREAT EUTURE) 

The slogan released with the launch of the Paso 
model in 1986 referred back to the early days of 
Ducati race machines; Renzo Pasolini - nicknamed 
‘Paso’ - was a factory rider who was killed at 
Monza in 1973. The past for the Italian marque is 
as important as the present, and the machines 
produced during the time of the 750 Sport were 
the launch point for the modern Ducati, a company 
that has been around since the 1920s. To own 
one of these machines you will need deep pockets 
and patience, they are typical Italian motorcycles 
and any biker knows what that can mean. In return 
you get something as beautiful as any Ferrari with 
the agility of a Falcon and a sound to match 
Pavarotti, leading some to believe Ducati’s past 
is the place to be. mb 


While not claiming to be 
a classic bike expert, I 
have penned a few 
articles about them. My 
life mainly revolves 
around four wheels as 
long as they are old; 
preferably older than 
me. That is how I first 
met Gary Keen, owner 
and restorer of this 
Ducati. Certainly not his 
first restoration and it 
definitely won’t be his 
last. Gary fully restored 
his father’s 1957 
Chevrolet Bel Air to the 
highest standard, a car 
that has been featured by 
many magazines and 
websites. He has also 
completed another 
Ducati, a 900 Sport 
Desmo Darmah and is 
currently enjoying his 
time with a Super Sport 
version while his credit 
card, no doubt, feels the 
pain of over-use. 
Personally, I have always 
had bikes in my garage 
but I joined the party 
later, at a time when the 
Japanese strokers ruled, 
and I am ashamed to 
admit the beauty and 
sound of the Ducati 
would have slipped 
under my radar. 

GRANT FORD 
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THE MASTER’S 

MANX 


The Nortons built, tuned and perfected by Francis Beart 
were justly famous in their Isle of Man habitat They were 
visually distinctive too. Alan Cathcart remembers one of the 
very last top-flight Manx racers. 


PHOTO CREDIT: KYOICHI NAKAMURA 


F or more than so years, Francis 
Beart was one of the great men of 
British motorcycle racing. Though a 
noted and successful Brooklands tuner 
in the prewar era, and the architect of 
Norton’s remarkable hat-trick of victories from 
1949 to 1951 in the Daytona 200, as well as 
future Formula 1 legend Stirling Moss’s tuner for 
his Kieft-Norton Formula 3 car, his reputation was 
founded on the remarkable succession of much- 
modified Manx Nortons that passed through his 
hands after the Second World War. Latterly, these 
were painted a unique shade of green (actually 
Ford’s Ludlow Green, as used on its 1950s Prefect 
and Consul models) which enabled any Beart bike 
to be immediately picked out in a crowd of riders. 

An unsurpassed total of 11 Manx GP victories 
came the way of Beart-tuned machines. Coupled 
with 10 second places and three thirds, these 
would be quite sufficient to mark Francis Beart 
down as one of the Masters of Man, even without 
his solitary TT win (Denis Parkinson on a Norton 
350 International in the inaugural 1947 Clubmans 
race), backed by two seconds and a third in the 
June races. Francis preferred to concentrate on the 
longer, public roads events such as the Isle of Man 
races and the North West 200, where machine 
preparation and reliability counted for more than 
on shorter circuits. ^ 




■■ 

-ill 







TOP 

Low, stiff and comfortable to 
ride. The 350 Manx engine sits 
well in the frame designed 
around it 


ABOVE 

No distractions. Devices to 
make it go, and devices to 
make it stop 


LEFT 

The clutch is another work of 
art. Each spring and its cup are 
colour coded to prevent 
mistakes during assembly. 
Balance, taken to an extreme. 
And, of course, the primary 
chain has its own oiler 


RIGHT 

The drive side. No cooling 
problems with this engine, 
you’d hope, exposed valve 
springs and the rare alloys used 
in its build are clear to see 




Genuine Beart Nortons are few and far between, 
because although Francis and his long-time 
assistant Phil Kettle would work on as many as 60 
or more customer engines over a winter, what made 
Beart’s own bikes stand out was his superb and 
painstaking attention to detail in preparing the 
cycle parts. No customer could have afforded to 
pay for the countless hours spent carefully refining 
each of the components on these machines, 
whose every aspect betrayed the master’s 
ceaseless quest for perfection. Each nut 
was carefully hollowed out to save 
precious grams, steel replaced with alloy 
wherever possible, that alloy itself filled 
with more holes than a Swiss cheese, 
provided no weakening of the part would result. 

The endless pursuit of weight reduction was one 
of the Beart passions - and he didn’t let his 
riders spoil things by getting too plump, either. 

Francis Beart’s engines were rebuilt with a 
precision that not even the Norton factory’s 
martinet of a team manager Joe Craig 
could have surpassed, each setting and 
component used being recorded in a 
logbook for future reference. Every 
opportunity to reduce unsprung weight and 
friction was sought, from mounting the rear 
units upside down, to replacing the wheel 
bearings after every race, and carefully running 
them in on a bench. Beart also used the 
narrowest possible tyre section and rim at either 
end to save unsprung weight, and to reduce the 
tyre contact patch for less friction and more 
momentum in a straight line. 

The finest monument to Francis Beart’s creative 
genius and patient handiwork is the exquisite 
350cc Beart Norton, which was recently sold for 
the hefty sum of $75,900, including buyer’s 
premium at the Bonhams’ sale in Las Vegas on 


ABOVE 

Cathcart on the Beart 350 
Manx at Snetterton in 1984 

BELOW 

The engine explained. Nothing 
remarkable today, but back 
then it was a thing of some 
engineering excellence 



January 8, 2015, and which was for many years on 
view in the UK’s Stanford Hall Museum. Beart 
personally rebuilt this, the last 350cc Manx Norton 
that he owned, to race-ready condition in 1974 for 
the museum’s founder, the late John Griffith. By 
then one of his favoured customers, whose 350cc 
Aermacchi engine Francis prepared for me, I well 
remember watching the progress of the bike in the 
Beart workshop at his home in Shere, near 
Guildford, and was later rewarded with the gift of 
two machine stands he used for all his Nortons 
after the job had been completed. 

Francis fully intended it to be the last 
Manx Norton he would ever work on, and 
to make sure it was, he, at the end of the 
rebuild, gave away all his Manx Norton 
tools to the Parris family, who in those pre- 
Summerfield, pre-Molnar replica days were 
one of the people racing such bikes in the 
early days of Classic racing, when original 
Manx Norton parts were so hard to come by. 
There the bike sat, one of the jewels of the 
Stanford Hall collection, until 1982 when the 
exhibits were put up for sale. The bike was 
acquired by an American enthusiast who, in 
return for my services as an intermediary, 
kindly allowed me to give it one last 
competitive outing in the 1984 Classic 
Race of the Year at Snetterton, before it was 
shipped to its new home in the USA. The 
chance to try an as-new Beart Norton whose 
engine had been fired up only a couple of 
times since Francis - who had passed away 
only the previous year - had built it had 
special personal significance for me, having seen 
the bike gradually being prepared in front of my 
eyes a decade earlier. 

From the details of the machine’s life contained 
in the Beart logbook that accompanied it, it ^ 
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ABOVE 

Take a great bike, and make it 
better. That’s what Francis 
Beart did with Manx Nortons 


transpired that this 350 Beart Norton was 
originally one of the very last Manx Nortons built, a 
1961 model supplied new to a customer of Francis 
Beart’s, a Mr Craze in Bournemouth. Mr Craze sold 
the bike to him during the winter of 1962-63, the 
Norton having, by then, completed 1100 racing 
miles from new. In a way it’s strange that Francis 
should have acquired a Norton, for by that time the 
7R AJS formed the backbone of Beart’s efforts in 
the 350 class, after he had struck up a close 
friendship with its manufacturer AMC’s chief 
engineer. Jack Williams (father of ace 
rider/engineer Peter, of John Player Norton fame). 

Alongside creating its Matchless G50 big 
brother, Williams had developed the 7R to its 
pinnacle of performance, to the point that Mike 
Hailwood came within 14 miles of winning the 
Junior TT on one in 1961, only to have the 
gudgeon pin break on the way down the Mountain 
en route to victory. 


7 ^ was possible to ride the bike with 
a great deal of finesse and care, 
simply because each of the controls, 
including the beautifully balanced 
steering, could be operated with a fine 

degree of sensitivity’ 


But, in fact, it was in tandem with the AJS 7R 
on which Peter Darvill was to win the Junior Manx 
GP for him in 1963 that Francis then rebuilt the 
350 Manx for his own purposes and to his own 
standards for use in the Junior Manx GP. His jobs 
included fitting a Jakeman two-piece streamlining 
with the rev-counter mounted in a little 
‘dashboard’ in the nose. 

Manx GP rules finally permitted the use of a 
fairing for the first time after the atrocious 
conditions that the 1961 Junior race had been run 
in (won by an AJS 7R!). Ernie Wakefield was 
commissioned to produce lightweight thin-gauge 
aluminium oil and fuel tanks, the latter specially 
shaped to produce a recess in the top which 
permitted the rider to get his chin right down, and 
be completely shielded by the screen. The 
resultant twin protuberances caused the bike to be 
named the ‘Sabrina’ by the paddock wags, after a 
curvaceous blonde starlet of the day. 

A rare factory Gilera twin-leading-shoe front 
brake was fitted and is still on the bike today. It 
was one of two that Francis had acquired from Bob 
McIntyre’s sponsor, Joe Potts, after Rob Mac had 
been killed at Oulton Park the year before. The 
brake had already been used successfully on the 
Beart Norton 500 on which Terry Shepherd 
finished second in the 1960 Race of the Year at 
Mallory Park, so its effectiveness was proven in 
those pre-Fontana days, although Francis once told 
me it had proved troublesome until the right 
combination of linings was found. The bike 
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debuted in Beart colours in the ’63 Manx GP 
ridden by Jimmy Guthrie, who finished 20th after 
the specially made front-brake adjusters kept 
slackening. Beautifully fashioned from light alloy 
and with a dozen holes drilled in each one, they 
can be easily adjusted during a race with the 
thumb, but depend on a spring-tensioner to stay in 
place, so this must have broken or bent in the 
race. 

The Norton was not used again until the 
following year, when Guthrie again rode it in the 
Junior Manx, unfortunately writing it off when he 
crashed at Rhencullen in the race. The bike was 
rebuilt during the winter of 1964-65, Francis’s log 
revealing that it required a new frame, swinging- 
arm arm, rear wheel, oil and fuel tanks, one front 
fork slider, a fairing and sundry other bits and 
pieces. 

Jimmy had done a good job of wrecking it, 
although he made amends by finishing sixth in the 
1965 Junior Manx at 89.11mph. But before that 
Joe Dunphy had ridden the bike in the Junior TT, 
finishing ninth at 91.69mph, en route to the Joe 
Craig Trophy for best combined result in the two 
races by a British rider, which he clinched with a 
fine second place on the Beart 500 Manx in the 
Senior TT behind Hailwood’s MV Agusta four. 
Francis noted, however, in his log the performance 
of the pushrod Aermacchis in the Junior TT race, 
Gilberto Milani finishing sixth at 92.40mph. ‘Worth 
looking out for’ was the cryptic comment containing 
the seed of an idea later to bear fruit. 


Now that the engine had finished well up in two 
six-lap Isle of Man races, Francis appears to have 
decided it was due for a comprehensive rebuild for 
the 1966 season, so much so that in the course of 
completing this he re-numbered it FB 66/1. The 
logbook records that after a Brands Hatch test 
session “JD says it is perfect. 7500 in top, 8000 in 
gears, clean all the way. Brake very good.” Dunphy 
would doubtless have liked to get his hands on the 
Beart Norton for short circuits, but Francis didn’t 
care to run his bikes much in the hurly-burly world 
of the Brands scratchers. So, Joe had to wait until 
August and the 1966 TT races, which had been 
postponed by the seamen’s strike, to debut the 
rebuilt bike, where he retired at Glen Vine not far 
from the start on the first lap of the Junior TT with 
undisclosed problems. I bet Francis wasn’t best 
pleased with himself after that, whatever the cause. 

Over the following winter the 350 Beart Norton 
was rebuilt to feature ignition by a Bosch magneto 
and single coil (only the 500 Beart Manx had a 
twin-plug head). Jack Findlay was scheduled to ride 
it in the TT, but got hurt when he fell off his 250 
Bultaco after it seized in practice, and Malcolm 
Uphill was recruited to take over. Having taken the 
bike round the Mountain course in less than 24 
minutes for the first time (he lapped at 94.32mph), 
the speedy Welshman was forced to retire on lap 
three with a broken ignition wire while lying 11th 
behind a gaggle of Aermacchis. 

After Uphill told him that it had been impossible 
to stay with the little pushrod Italian bikes, Francis 


ABOVE 

Much to see here. Not simply 
that remarkable engine and the 
fabled featherbed, but also the 
unique ‘Sabrina’ fuel tank. The 
answer’s in the story... 

The other side of the brake 
reveals its 41s double-sided 
construction. The twin air 
scoops were probably essential 
at loM race speeds 

A view from above. The dohc 
cambox sits well between the 
frame rails, the headsteady is a 
thing of wonder, and check out 
the hollowed-out bolt heads. 
True attention to detail 
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1961 BEART NORTON 350 


OPPOSITE 

Removing visual obstacles 
reveals the extreme focus of the 
machine. Nothing unnecessary 
at all. The featherbed frame 
was a real shock in its day; 
quite a contrast to all other 
British structures of the time 

External-spring Roadholder 
forks grip the Gilera factory 
racer front brake; both work 
well, as you would expect 

As it was. The men 
themselves: Francis Beart (in 
hat) and Joe Dunphy, and the 
machine they raced together 


made up his mind to buy one from his good friend 
Syd Lawton, the Aermacchi importer. A month later 
when he rolled it into his workshop and stood it 
next to the much taller and heavier Manx, Francis 
told me that, “I realised I’d been wasting my time 
trying to keep the Norton competitive for so long”. 

But the green and silver Manx had one more 
appointment to fulfil with the Isle of Man fairies, 
in the ’67 Manx GP. They repaid her as only they 
know how, for just when the bike’s finest hour 
seemed at hand Heckles was forced to stop while 
in the lead on the Mountain on the last lap in 
torrential conditions when the electrics shorted 
out, though after restarting once they’d dried out, 
he finished 42nd. Together with its companion 
500, the 350 Beart Norton was sold out of the 
finishers’ enclosure to Cheshire bike dealer Hector 
Dugdale, before eventually finding its way into the 
hands of John Griffith. 

With Francis sadly no longer with us to confirm 
that he had built the engine to racing 
specification, two things had to be done before I 
could ride the bike. First, a perusal of the log 
showed that the 1974 rebuild included fitting a 
new Mahle piston, big end and gudgeon pin, and 
many other new components. But having Ron 
Lewis check it over and replace all the perished oil 
and fuel lines seemed a wise move, as well as 
cleaning off the surface corrosion on the 
magnesium cases. A check of the Dunlop 
triangular tyres showed them not to be the wooden 
T1 compounds as I had feared, but a combination 
of as-new 472 on the back with that stickiest of 
triangular compounds, 398 on the front. An oil 
change and a new plug later and we were ready for 
Snetterton. 

Gearing raised a question, though, for since 
Beart Nortons had effectively only ever been raced 
on the Isle of Man, Francis had fitted TT gearing of 
21/45 when he rebuilt the bike. Without any spare 
sprockets I was stuck with being considerably over- 
geared for Snetterton, but at least I was able to 
sample the bike as it would have been raced in the 
Island. Perhaps surprisingly, in view of the high 
bottom gear, it fired up easily on the line all 
weekend in the push starts then employed in all 
Classic races up to 500cc. 


7 didn't care much for the seating 
position. The Beart-patented weight- 
saving saddle tended to decant my 
precious bodily parts on to the 
unprotected upper frame rails once I 
started riding reasonably hard' 


Rigorously adhering to the Beart precept of 
lengthily warming up the Castrol R40 lubricant on 
a soft plug to the accompaniment of glorious 
castor oil fumes, I changed to an RL50 (Francis 
always preferred Lodge plugs) and set off for 
practice. For the first time I was able to appreciate 
just how great the margin of improvement is 
between a Beart Norton and a standard, 
unmodified 350 Manx, such as the ex-Vin Duckett 
one I used to own back in the mists of time at the 
start of my own road racing career. 

For a start all the controls were so light and 
sensitive, whether the featherweight throttle or the 
single-finger clutch and front brake. They don’t 
just come like that - only hours of painstaking 
assembly and attention to detail makes them that 
way. It was possible to ride the bike with a great 
deal of finesse and care, simply because each of 
the controls, including the beautifully balanced 
steering, could be operated with a fine degree of 
sensitivity. 

I didn’t care much for the seating position 
though. The Beart-patented weight-saving saddle 
(i.e. cut off the whole front half of a standard 
Norton seat, then recover it in green leather) 
tended to decant my precious bodily parts on to 
the unprotected upper frame rails once I started 
riding reasonably hard. This also made the oil filler 
cap flip up a couple of times during a race, until I 
taped it down for the next race. The stretched-out 
riding stance that the seat position forced me to 
adopt sat ill at ease with my more modern style of 
riding, but then Francis never cared for his riders 
to move about on the bike, and especially not to 
stick knees out in the wind, which he regarded as 
unnecessary drag. He never managed to cure me of 
my habit aboard my Beart-tuned Aermacchi 
(although he did try), but one thing I did learn 
from him was to keep my head down under the 
screen as much as possible. Let’s just say that the 
Norton’s Sabrina fuel tank design and the Jakeman 
fairing invited such demeanour, which, of course, 
is more in keeping with Isle of Man TT racing than 
the cut ’n’ thrust of short-circuit events. 

The Beart Manx also seemed to accelerate very 
smartly, in spite of the handicap of the high 
gearing and a four-speed gearbox, doubtless 
because of its lower weight thanks to Francis’s 
work. This turned out to be 296lb/135kg with oil 
but no fuel, compared with at least 320lb/145kg 
for a standard Manx even without fairing and 
fittings, and I’ve seen some original ones weigh in 
at more than 350lb/160kg so equipped. 

In the Period 1 (pre-64) 350 race at Snetterton I 
found myself embroiled in a dice for second place 
with Angelo Guadagnino’s more standard Manx 
Norton, and noted that even using my self- 
appointed limit of 7500rpm, thanks to the Beart 
bike’s light weight and in spite of the tall overall 
gearing, I could pull away from him coming out of 
slower corners like Sear or the Esses. But the Beart ^ 
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1961 BEART NORTON 350 


RIGHT 

As it was much later. Alan 
Cathcart on the Beart 350 
Manx. He raced it to second in 
the 1984 Classic 350 Race of 
the Year at Snetterton 


bike lost out in mid-range before taking over again 
on top end. I must admit to being able to out- 
handle him, especially in Russell’s (there was no 
bus-stop Chicane there back then) where by the 
end of the weekend I could take the left/right high- 
speed flick that the corner was in those days hard 
on the stop in top - and I’d never been able to do 
that on any other bike without getting into big 
trouble on the exit. The Norton was beautifully set 
up for precisely this type of corner, which abounds 
on the Isle of Man. Ease the throttle for just a 
fraction climbing the Mountain in a corner where 
you shouldn’t, and you may never see those 500 
revs again before Brandywell. 

The Beart Norton did give the impression of being 
very long-legged - a real long-distance stayer rather 
than a short-circuit sprinter. You could feel the 
engine beating away reassuringly and seemingly 
unburstably beneath you, and without the 
performance of a 500 there was almost time to look 
around and enjoy the view when going down the 
Revetts Straight. Getting the engine to rev that hard 
did take a bit of doing, though, and I soon realised 
that on TT gearing I mustn’t be afraid to slip the 
clutch to wind it up hard coming out of a bend, 
even a relatively fast one at Snetterton such as Sear. 

On the open megga we still raced with back 
then, megaphonitis only cleared at 5000rpm, and 
with only a four-speed gearbox there were a couple 
of gaps which needed bridging if you were only 
using 7500rpm as a limit rather than SOOOrpm, as 
I was in deference to the freshly rebuilt engine and 
the fact it had an appointment with its new owner 
the following week on the other side of the pond. 

But two second places - including finishing 
runner-up in the 350cc Classic Race of the Year - 
and two thirds out of four rides on the Beart Norton 
over the Snetterton weekend showed the bike to 
have been superbly rebuilt by Francis with his 
trademark attention to detail. A glance around the 
machine confirmed this: the flecks of blue paint on 
many nuts, bolts and other components large and 
small identified them as belonging to his 350cc 
bike rather than the 500, which carried yellow 
daubings. The dull nickel finish on most of the bolt- 
on components, the way each clutch spring and its 
cup was painted a different colour to make sure 
they went back together the same way they came 
out, the engine-turning on the alloy engine plates - 
all this and more combined to echo another of 
Francis Beart’s maxims: Mf it looks right, chances 
are it’ll go right.’ Though the fairies conspired to 
prevent it ever winning the race it deserved in the 
Manx GP, its glorious race history proved that the 
350 Beart Norton certainly went as well as it 
looked. May its fortunate new owner enjoy 
possessing - and hopefully riding - a motorcycle, 
which in every way, is history on wheels, meb 
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British 500 Singles and IVvins 
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The single-cylinder motorcycle, in particular the SOOcc single, was, for many years, the 
backbone of the industry, but in the 1 950s the twin cylinder arrived to challenge that 
position and better satisfy the changing demands of a new and vibrant buying public 

WORDS BY PHIL MATHER PHOTOS: MORTONS ARCHIVE 


The all-alloy close-fin 500 twin is a firm favourite with riders, restorers ... with everyone, really 


Triumph 

Triumph’s 500cc Speed 
Twin had gained an enviable 
reputation before the 
Second World War (it was 
launched at the London 
Olympia Motorcycle Show in 
1937), so not surprisingly 
demand was high, both at 
home and abroad, as soon 
as hostilities ceased. The 
model had undergone a 
number of changes when it 
was relaunched - the 
magdyno had been 
replaced by a separate 
magneto and dynamo, and 
front suspension now had 
telescopic forks. More 
developments were to keep 
the Speed Twin and its 
derivatives in the forefront of 
motorcycle sales throughout 
their production. Indeed, 
the introduction of a new 


model was only curtailed by 
the industrial strife that 
eventually brought about 
the collapse of the British 
motorcycle industry. 

PRE-UNIT TWINS 
MODEL DATES 
1946 - 1958 5T Speed Twin 
1946 - 1959 Tiger TlOO 
1949 - 1958 TR5 Trophy 
1949 - 1958 Tiger TIOOC 

ORIGINAL 
SPECIEICATION 
Bore X stroke: 63 x 80mm 
Compression ratio: 7:1 
Carburettor: Amal Type 276 
Ignition: BTH magneto 
Electrics: Lucas dynamo 
Gearbox: Four-speed Triumph 
Frame: Single front downtube 
with rigid rear frame 
Front forks: Triumph telescopic 
Brakes: Single-sided 7in front 
and rear 

Wheels: 19in front and rear 


Petrol tank capacity: 

Four gallons 

Oil tank capacity: Eight pints 
Weight: 3651b 

MODEL NOTES 

Bolt-up crankshaft assembly 
ran on two caged ball 
bearings. Split connecting 
rod big ends ran directly on 
the crankshaft, the bearing 
surface of the cap being 
surfaced with white metal. 
Two separate aluminium 
rockerboxes, containing the 
inlet and exhaust rocker 
shaft assemblies, bolted to 
the cylinder head. Oil from 
the rocker box drained 
internally through cylinder 
to crankcase. 

Dynamo located at the 
front of the crankcase, 
magneto at the rear, both 
gear driven via the 
camshaft gear train. Manual 
advance/retard. 


Tiger 100 - sports version of 
the Speed Twin with slipper 
pistons, 8:1 compression 
ratio and polished 
combustion chambers and 
inlet manifold. 

MODEL 

DEVELOPMENT 
1947: 120mph 
speedometer available 
as an extra. 

1948: Rear wheel sprung 
hub available as an option. 
When fitted, the 
speedometer drive was taken 
from a drive box fixed to the 
rear of the gearbox. Cast 
aluminium steering damper 
knob. Rear section of the 
rear mudguard detachable 
from the frame underneath 
the saddle. Sidestand 
available as an extra. 

1949: Introduction of the 
iconic Triumph nacelle - 
speedometer, ammeter, and 


lighting switch moved from 
petrol tank top panel to 
nacelle. Ignition cut-out 
button moved from the 
handlebar to the centre of 
the nacelle top. Oil pressure 
gauge replaced by a 
pressure tell-tale button on 
the lower edge of the timing 
cover. Tank-top parcel grid 
available as an option. 
Gearbox speedometer drive 
standardised. Choke lever 
mounted on frame 
underneath the saddle. 

Horn button screwed 
directly into the handlebar, 
headlight dip switch 
mounted on the back of the 
front brake lever bracket. 

Introduction of the TR5 
Trophy model based on the 
1948 factory ISDT 
machines. All-alloy square- 
finned head and barrel 
derived from the motor 
used to power Triumph’s 
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wartime generator unit built 
for the RAF. Mildly tuned 
engine with 6:1 
compression ratio. High 
level, siamesed exhaust on 
left-hand side. Wide ratio 
gearbox. In addition the 
Trophy featured a 
lightweight, short wheelbase 
frame with foreshortened 
front downtube, 2 V 2 gallon 
chromed petrol tank with 
silver panels, QD headlight 
and slim alloy mudguards. 
Wheels were 20in front 
and 19in rear. 

1950: New, stronger 
gearbox. Speedometer drive 
taken from inside the box, 
cable connected to the front 
of the inner cover. External 
rockerbox oil drain pipes. 
Crankshaft shock absorber 
cam modified. Petrol tank 
all-painted with added 
horizontally fluted trim 
panels incorporating the 
Triumph logo. Hinged 
butterfly tank cap replaced 
with push-and-twist type. 
Parcel grid fitted as 
standard. Mk.2 sprung hub 
with revised bearings and 
ribbed end plates. Dual 
seat, separate pillion seat 
and pillion footrests 
available as optional extras. 
1951: New crankshaft with 
heavier bobweights. 
Double-lipped roller main 
bearing fitted on the right- 
hand side of the crankshaft. 
Connecting rods 


strengthened. 650 model 
clutch with extra plates 
fitted to the 500s. Cast-iron 
front brake drum. Tiger 100 
fitted with alloy head and 
barrel - all-new design with 
splayed exhaust ports, 
enlarged inlet valves and 
screw-in exhaust stubs. 
Head and barrel had 
rounded profile and close- 
pitched fins. Dural 
pushrods. Racing kit 
available for the Tiger 100 
including sports camshafts, 
HC pistons, twin 
carburettors, rev counter, 
one-gallon oil tank and 
megaphone exhaust 
system. TR5 Trophy also 
fitted with the new alloy 
head and barrel, 6:1 
compression ratio. 

1952: Positive earth 
electrics. Redesigned and 
larger headlight nacelle with 
7in headlight. Open ‘eye’ 
section in frame seat 
downtube to route tube 
between the carburettor 
and the new D-shaped 
Vokes’ filter. Shorter front 
fork springs. Rear wheel 
sprocket integral with 
brake drum. Revised petrol 
tank design with central 
welded join. 

1953: 5T first model to be 
fitted with coil ignition with 
Lucas distributor and RM12 
alternator - rotor mounted 
on the left-hand end of the 
crankshaft, stator inside 


the primary chain cover. 
Rectifier located under the 
seat. Separate ignition 
switch on headlight nacelle. 
New crankshaft, right-hand 
crankcase (minus dynamo 
mounting) and primary 
chaincase. Clutch centre 
with rubber vane shock 
absorber fitted to all 
models. Camshafts with 
quietening ramps. Tiger 
lOOC - factory-built 
machine with full race kit 
available for one year only. 
1954: Combined 
ignition/lighting switch, 
Lucas RM14 alternator. 
Sludge trap fitted in the 
crankshaft. Barrel-shaped 
silencers. Swingarm frame 
for Tiger 100, plus enlarged 
main bearings and Sin front 
brake with air scoop in 
backplate. Twin 
carburettors and three- 
gallon petrol tank available 
as an option. 

1955: Swingarm frame with 
Girling rear spring units on 
all models. Valances added 
to the rear mudguard. Ball 
journal bearings fitted in 
rear hub. Dual seat 
standard. New gearbox 
housing and shorter 
primary chaincase. 
Alternator stator mounted 
on the chaincase inner 
cover. All slotted case 
screws replaced with cross- 
head screws. Amal 
Monobloc carburettor with 



Triumph’s small unit twin remained in production for a long time 
and powered many excellent machines, from the T90 to the TR5T 


plunger choke on top of the 
carburettor. Size of timing 
side main bearing 
increased and ball journal 
fitted. Stronger connecting 
rods with larger big-end 
bearings. Weight of 
swingarm model 3951b. 

TR5 Trophy fitted with TlOO 
top end and compression 
raised to 8:1. Lucas 
magneto ignition, three- 
gallon petrol tank and 
standard gear ratios. 

1956: 650cc 6T 
crankcases used with 5T 
cylinder. Big-end shell 
bearings fitted. New clutch 
friction plate lining material. 
Pilot light relocated from the 
fork shrouds underneath the 
headlight to the headlight 
reflector. Chromed grille 
fitted to fork shrouds. Front 
forks modified internally to 
prevent bottoming. Sidecar 
and sidestand mounting 
lugs added to frame. 

Rear rubber petrol 
tank mounting. Two-bar 
tank rack replaces 
three-bar rack. 

1957: Seven-inch full-width 
front brake hub for 5T and 
TR5 with aluminium brake 
plate. Wheel spindle 
secured with split clamps. 
Mudguard brackets welded 


to front-fork sliders. TlOO 
half-hub front brake back 
plate and spindle modified 
to fit fork sliders with split 
clamps. ‘Mouth organ’ 
petrol-tank badges, three or 
four gallon tanks available. 
Rear chainguard deepened 
to provide better coverage 
and reduce grease fling. 
TlOO available with twin 
carb head with separate, 
splayed inlet ports, larger 
valves, racing cams and 9:1 
compression ratio. 

1958: ‘Slick Shift’ gearbox 
with revised design for inner 
and outer covers. Valanced 
mudguards, repositioned oil 
tank filler cap and 
redesigned centrestand. 
Front mudguard centre stay 
mounts positioned on the 
inside edge of the fork 
sliders. Sin full-width hub 
on Tiger 100. Steering stem 
anti-theft lock and QD rear 
wheel available as extras. 

COMMENTS 

Sprung hub heavy, complex 
and prone to wear and gave 
minimal suspension 
movement. Distributor 
access difficult, only one set 
of points for two cylinders. 
Swingarm bushes required 
regular greasing. ^ 
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^Triumph’s bathtub was all part of the 1950s’ great leap 
forward; an attempt to get away from the ‘oily bike’ image. 
Only you can decide whether it vwas successful 


UNIT 

CONSTRUCTION 
TWINS MODEL 
DATES 

1959 - 1966 5TA Speed Twin 

1960 - 1961 Tiger lOOA 
1962 - 1965 Tiger lOOSS 

1966 Tiger 100 

1967 - 1970 Tiger lOOS 
1967 - 1970 Tiger lOOT 
Daytona 

1971 - 1972 Tiger lOOC 
Trophy 

1971 - 1974 Tiger lOOR 
Daytona 

1973 - 1974 TR5T Trophy 
Trail/ Adventurer 

1974 TIOOD Daytona 
Series 2 

ORIGINAL 
SPECIEICATION 
Bore X stroke: 69 x 65.5mm 
Compression ratio: 7:1 
Carburettor: Amal Monobloc 
Ignition: Coil 

Electrics: Lucas RM 13/15 
alternator 

Gearbox: Four-speed Triumph 
Frame: Single front downtube 
with swingarm 


Front forks: Triumph telescopic 
Brakes: Full width 7in front, 
single-sided 7in rear 
Wheels: 17in front and rear 

Petrol tank capacity: 

3V2 gallons 

Engine oil capacity: Five pints 
Weight: 3501b 

MODEL NOTES 

The unit construction 5TA 
Speed Twin was based on 
Triumph’s first unit 
construction model, the 
350cc Twenty-One, which 
had been introduced in 
1957. The gearbox housing 
was integral with the right- 
hand half of the crankcase 
and the inner half of the 
primary chaincase integral 
with the left-hand half. The 
gear shafts and pinions were 
assembled on the gearbox 
inner cover, the clutch 
mechanism on the inside 
face of the outer cover. 

The engine featured a 
cast-iron flywheel bolted to 
a forged, one-piece 
crankshaft. The crankshaft 


ran in a caged ball bearing 
on the left-hand side and a 
plain bush on the right. The 
connecting rods were 
H-section alloy with steel 
caps and white metal shell 
bearings at the big ends. 
The cylinder barrel was 
cast iron and the cylinder 
head and separate rocker 
boxes were aluminium. 

Coil ignition utilised a 
car-type Lucas 18D2 
distributor mounted behind 
the barrel on the right-hand 
side, gear driven from the 
inlet camshaft. 

Primary drive was by 
duplex chain. A rubber 
block shock absorber 
assembly was located in 
the clutch centre. Clutch 
plate friction material was 
improved and 0-ring seal 
fitted to the gearchange 
shaft. The 5TA was fitted 
with Triumph’s ‘bath-tub’ 
rear enclosure and deeply 
valanced front mudguard. 
The dual seat hinged on 
the left-hand side to 


provide access to the oil 
tank, battery and ignition 
coil. A rubber tray with 
individually moulded 
compartments for a variety 
of tools fitted above the flat- 
bladed rear mudguard. The 
petrol tank was braced 
internally to support the 
steering head, the frame 
having no conventional top 
tube. The speedometer, 
ammeter and combined 
lighting and ignition switch 
were located in the 
headlight nacelle. A side 
stand and pillion footrests 
were available as extras. 

MODEL 

DEVELOPMENT 
1960: Introduction of the 
Tiger lOOA with sports 
camshafts, 9:1 
compression pistons, less- 
restrictive silencers and 
energy-transfer ignition. 
Machine retained the 
styling of the 5TA with full 
rear enclosure and 
valanced front mudguard. 


Additional clutch plates with 
deeper clutch housing, 
longer springs and clutch 
rod, and revised outer 
primary chaincase cover 
to accommodate the 
clutch. A slipper tensioner 
blade adjuster was fitted 
inside the chaincase. QD 
rear wheel available as 
an option. 

1961: Ignition system 
revised to include a 
distributor as on the 5TA 
and new ignition switch 
fitted. Timing gears 
modified to reduce noise. 
Nineteen-tooth gearbox 
sprocket. Brake action 
improved. Folding kick-start 
lever as standard. Frame 
steering head angle 
changed for improved off- 
road handling, primarily for 
export only TR5A models. 
On these machines a 
strengthening strut was 
bolted at the top of the 
frame between the front 
and rear petrol tank 
mounts. TIOOA fitted with 
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larger carburettor and 
E3134 profile sports 
camshafts. Needle roller 
bearing fitted on left-hand 
end of the gearbox layshaft. 
1962 : Lucas RM19 
alternator. Extended 
hexagons on cylinder head 
bolts. Extension rod from 
inside the gearbox 
connecting to the lower end 
of clutch cable to facilitate 
changing the cable. 
Siamesed exhaust system 
single low-level silencer on 
right-hand side. 5TA 
steering damper 
discontinued. Tiger lOOSS 
introduced, replacing the 
TIOOA. Rear ‘bath-tub’ side 
panels cut away at the back 
and conventional rear 
mudguard fitted. Combined 
ignition and light switch 
located on the front of the 
left-hand side panel. Slim 
sports front mudguard and 
gaiters fitted to the fork 
legs. Eighteeen-inch front 
and rear wheels. Separate 
chromed headlight shell 
with ammeter, speedometer 
mounted on the fork top 
yoke, 7/8in diameter 
handlebars. 

1963 : Rockerbox 
inspection caps knurled 
around top edge and 
secured by spring clips. 

New front fork oil seals. 


Strengthening bridge added 
to the gearchange 
camplate. Three-vane 
clutch shock absorber and 
three clutch pressure 
springs. 5TA fitted with 
separate exhaust pipes. 

Tiger lOOSS fitted with 
redesigned cylinder head. 
Lucas 4CA twin contact 
breaker points mounted on 
a common backplate on the 
timing cover, driven by the 
exhaust camshaft. Twin 
ignition coils located 
underneath the petrol tank. 
Three-gallon petrol tank 
and rubber-mounted oil 
tank. Separate ignition and 
lighting switches on the left- 
hand side panel, pancake 
air filter with perforated 
chrome cover. Stronger 
front fork springs. 

1964 : Revised design for 
pushrod cover tubes and 
seals. New clutch actuating 
mechanism located inside 
kick-start cover. Gearbox 
pinions redesigned for 
added strength. Smiths’ 
magnetic type speedometer 
fitted. Redesigned front 
forks with external springs, 
improved damping and 
la rger-dia meter chromed oil 
seal holders. Redesigned 
battery and tool tray, rear 
chainguard and larger 
number plates for the new ^ 
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‘suffix’ registration 
numbers. 5TA fitted with 
abbreviated TlOO side 
panels but retained 
headlight nacelle and 
valanced front mudguard. 
Petrol tank, oil tank, air 
filter and 7/8in diameter 
handlebars as TlOO. 
Distributor replaced by twin 
points set-up on timing 
cover, distributor hole 
sealed with threaded plug. 
‘Bikini’ side panels 
discontinued on the 
TIOOSS, a small panel 
matching the oil tank was 
fitted on the left-hand side 


mounting the ignition and 
lighting switch. Tubular 
hoop design middle front 
mudguard bracket. Rev 
counter to match the new 
speedometer available. 
1965 : Threaded plug in the 
rear, top edge of the 
crankcase to facilitate 
access to a TDC mark on 
the flywheel. Oil pressure 
indicator discontinued. 
Additional frame tube (as on 
earlier TR5A models) bolted 
in position underneath 31/2- 
gallon, four-bolt fixing petrol 
tank. Front fork action 
softened. Adjustable fulcrum 


pin on the front brake also 
used as lower cable stop. 
Original deeply valanced 
front mudguard 
discontinued on 5TA. 
Optional QD rear wheel fitted 
with ball journal bearings. 
1966 : Frame top tube now 
welded in position. Three- 
gallon petrol tank with new 
‘eyebrow’ tank badges. Six- 
pint oil tank with adjustable 
rear chain oiler. Twelve-volt 
electrics with Zener diode 
on aluminium plate bolted 
to the battery carrier. Two 
6v batteries originally fitted, 
replaced by single 12v 
battery during production 
year. Primary chain 
tensioner modified. 
Crankcase protector fitted 
around the gearbox 
sprocket to deflect a 
snapped drive chain. Rear 
swingarm widened. 
Separate, bolt-on rear wheel 
sprocket. 5TA fitted with 
TlOO camshafts and higher 
rate inner valve springs. 
‘Bikini’ side panels no 
longer fitted to 5TA, a left- 
hand cover matched the 


shape of the oil tank on the 
right. Nacelle retained. 
Eighteeen-inch wheels fitted 
front and rear. Tiger model 
renamed Tiger 100 in UK, 
TIOOR (road) and TIOOC 
(competition) in US. 
Aluminium bronze valve 
guides fitted on TlOOs, an 
ignition kill button fitted on 
the handlebar and a red 
ignition warning light 
located on the 
speedometer/ rev counter 
mounting bracket. 

1967 : Introduction of the 
Tiger lOOS (single carb) 
and Tiger lOOT Daytona 
(twin carb) models. New 
cylinder head with larger 
inlet valves and splayed 
inlet stubs on TIOOT, 
connecting rods 
strengthened and small end 
bushes deleted. 
Compression ratios TIOOT 
9.75:1, T100S9:1. Oil 
pump modified with 
enlarged scavenge plunger. 
Oil seal fitted on the kick- 
starter shaft. Stronger, 
lighter frame with 
redesigned steering head 


lug, larger diameter front 
downtube, stronger top 
tube and braced swingarm 
mounting. Steering head 
angle altered to 62°. Frame 
and engine height lowered 
by two inches. New front 
engine plates, three-gallon 
petrol tank with three-bolt 
fixing. Steering lock 
incorporated in front fork 
top yoke, rubber-mounted 
handlebar brackets, new 
pattern, ‘fat’ handlebar 
grips. New, longer quilt top 
pattern dual seat. Ignition 
switch located in the left- 
hand side panel, lighting 
switch in the chromed 
headlight shell together 
with red ignition warning 
light and green main-beam 
warning light. TIOOT 
fitted with Sin full-width 
front brake. 

1968 : Tiger lOOS fitted with 
TIOOT cylinder head. 

TIOOT connecting rods 
strengthened. On both 
models, thicker aluminium 
castings for the rocker 
boxes, rocker oil feed 
modified, 12-point cylinder 
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‘i Everyone has their own 
view on the best 500 
Triumph. This is ours... 



base nuts, revised lower 
pushrod tube seals utilising 
both rubber washers and 
0-rings. Removable cover 
provided in primary 
chaincase for strobe timing 
of the ignition. Concentric 
carburettor(s). New pattern 
ignition contact breakers 
allowing separate 
adjustment for each 
cylinder. New front forks 
with UNF threads and 
shuttle-valve damping. 
TIOOT fitted with front hub 
as previously fitted to 650 
models. Ignition switch 
relocated on left-hand top 
fork shroud, toggle lighting 
switch in headlight shell. 
Slots provided in headlight 
mounts for beam 
adjustment. Zener diode 
with radially finned heat 
sink fitted on the front forks 
below the headlight. 

Dipstick fitted to the oil tank 
filler cap, thicker foam in 
the dual seat. 

1969: Gradual changeover 
from Cycle to UNF thread 
forms throughout the BSA 
Group. Timing side plain 
main bearing replaced with 
ball journal with revised 
crankshaft oil feed. Roller 
bearing fitted on the 
crankshaft drive side. 
Revised oil-pressure relief 
valve. New cylinder casting 
with increased wall and 
joint face thickness. 
Camshaft material 


upgraded to reduce wear. 
Rev counter drivebox 
retaining thread in 
crankcase changed to left- 
hand thread. Second oil 
seal fitted in the timing 
cover for the auto advance 
unit and the points 
mounting plate redesigned. 
RM21 alternator with 
encapsulated stator. 
Balance pipe added to the 
exhaust system in front of 
the cylinder head. New 
gearbox camplate plunger 
and spring. Twin leading 
shoe front brakes with air 
scoop bookplates - 7in on 
the TIOOS and Sin on the 
TIOOT. Stoplight switch 
incorporated in front brake 
cable. Wider front forks and 
front mudguard, rear 
suspension unit springs 
chromed and exposed. 
Improved centre and side 
stands. Inner half of the 
rear chainguard extended 
down to the lower chain 
run. Tank top parcel grid 
deleted, new angular tank 
badges, ball-ended 
handlebar levers as 
standard. Turn signals 
available as extras. 

1970: Inlet camshaft 
breather disc deleted and 
breather vent blanked off. 
Crankcase vented pressure 
directly into the primary 
chaincase, then via an 
elbow union to a D-shaped 
plastic pipe that was routed 


down the left-hand side of 
the rear mudguard. Chain 
oiler pipe from the oil tank 
discontinued. Clutch lifter 
plate modified, gearbox 
pinions surface hardened 
by gas carburising process. 
On TIOOS, rubber washers 
and 0-rings used on 
carburettor mounting to 
reduce vibration. Steering 
damper discontinued. Front 
fork legs hard chromed and 
ground. Chromed rear 
mudguard stay 
incorporating passenger 
grab handle. 

1971: Introduction of the 
TIOOR Daytona and TIOOC 
Trophy. TIOOC street 
scrambler available with 
single or twin carburettors. 
Fitted with high-level 
exhaust mounted on the 
left-hand side and covered 
by chromed wire grille. 
Sump bash plate, folding 
footrests, stainless-steel 
mudguards, chrome 5V2- in 
headlight. No centrestand, 
optional steering damper. 
Both models fitted with 
strengthened connecting 
rods, revised sealing of 
the pushrod tubes and 
plugs added to the sides 
of the rocker covers to 
facilitate checking tappet 
clearance. Gearchange 
camplate braced for 
strength. New design air 
filter housing. Turn signals 
fitted as standard and 


new Lucas alloy-bodied 
handlebar switches 
introduced. 

1972: Push-in exhaust 
pipes. Clutch shock 
absorber secured by 
through bolts. 

1973: Oil-in-frame TR5T 
introduced. Rockerbox 
fixings and cylinder head 
studs modified to facilitate 
in-frame removal. Four-pint 
oil capacity in frame top 
and seat tubes. Soft cams, 
off-road gear ratios, 53 
tooth rear wheel sprocket. 
Snail cam rear chain 
adjustment. Taper roller 
steering head bearings. 
Long travel un-shrouded 
front forks with aluminium 
sliders and high-mounted 
front mudguard. Six-inch 
conical hub front and 7in 
rear brakes. Twenty-one 
inch front and 18in rear 
wheels with block pattern 
Dunlop trials tyres. Short, 
well-padded seat. Paired 
speedometer and rev 
counter, 2 j /2 gallon 
aluminium petrol tank with 
quick-action filler cap. 
Chromed exhaust header 
pipes with underslung 
black painted silencer 
box. TIOOR fitted with 
19in front and 18in rear 
wheels, chromed 
mudguards, aluminium 
rear light bracket. New 
petrol tank with no top 
welded seam. 


1974: TIOOD fitted with 
new front forks with 
aluminium sliders and 
rubber gaiters over the 
stanchions. Disc front 
brake and cigar-shaped 
silencers as fitted to the 
650 twins. Production of 
the TIOOD was brought to 
a halt by the Meriden 
factory workers’ blockade. 

COMMENTS 

On early models, spindly 
front forks relied on front 
mudguard for bracing. 
Reinforced petrol tank 
provided insufficient 
bracing for the ‘swan- 
necked’ frame design 
and swingarm was liable 
to flex. Swingarm spindle 
wore rapidly if not regularly 
greased. Wear on the 
plain timing side main 
bearing could lead to 
loss of oil pressure in 
the feed to the big ends. 
Twin contact breaker 
points mounted on same 
backplate led to inaccurate 
ignition timing. Gearchange 
camplate prone to wear 
and flexing under load. 
1967-on models were 
designed to deliver power 
above 4000rpm but 
suffered from high- 
frequency vibration 
above 4500rpm, with 
resultant damage to 
components and loosening 
of fixings. 'SiM 
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31 Clarendon Court 
Warrington, WA2SQP 

Restoration & Renovation 

Ultrasonic Cleaning 
Vapour Blasting 
Wet Blasting, Aqua Blasting 
Shot^BeadfSand 


Dry Blasting: 


Tel : Kev 07507 251491 
Tel : Alan 07738 168973 


email : bigalsmotorcyclesigiliotmatLcom 




Viking 

otorcyclc Scrat SpKcjstIf 



Viking Motorcydc Scats 

RisefJ ffi Vfkin^ Viny! /?.is fwer 20 yeitm 

experience prnvffiinga mofoinryr^e ijcofjref 
cvalomfBsJfnn and resfonfion ser^e. 

DECIDED TO UPDATE YOUR 
MOTORCYCLE $EAT 7 

Toflive your n»6ts3rcycls or sdocaerthaft pe^Soealtsed Idq6( w* 
can pTdrtdfl you with 0rt4:ip*ri(in^*d and pfioiewiCJiS* 
motorcycle seal cuslomisaftran sarvice Ehst can add brand logos, 
raw: vtrtyis a bospok* cf*signs. all fot' a comiwtitive pdc*. 

Oorseaf eusfom/saft'ori service w# riakB /oiir motorcycf^ or 
sccn^l9f standing crD>t^. as waif as ghing ycLr a 

ifyiish and comforlabh s&at to#' you to ey^oy. 

* Mcfton^ydie cusJ&jTiis^ftion ^ Scooier s&at cusicrfrit$ation 
* Fau5( and genjuine siting * Faux vinyls * Oel pads 
■ Merncjry foam seats 


LIKE TO HAVE SOMETHIMG BESPOKE? 

We cafk oriar you a ranine ol virtyls 
Iriciudirg crocoditeK eiephanil and snake 
skin that r^an be CtiatoniiBed to preate a 
bespoke mcKlcireypte mat 


HAVE YOU GOT A QUESTION? 

We ara QhvOyi (t> diSCuSS yduf 

des^s as weH as provide yon with 
expert sconce so that you can gef tha^ 

OEil of yOEjy seal ousto^/f^ti'an. 

Fwmare infoiTTiefiian. ptease gsUnJoucO today. 


Viking Motorcycle Seal Specialist* Tel: 07977 B74075 
£ v/viWiVikirig-motorcyclo^seats .co.uk 
“ wwwlacebwk-ccm/leetheseat 





M0M£Y CAN T BUT VOU LOVE 


BUT T CAN BUV YOU COOL. 


MORE SPECIIICAILY IT CAH BUY VOU THIS 
EPtft A OF MCQUEIN'S 66 OESBtrT RACER,^ 

TopCear ma^iiine 


You ciPi a campletdy British bwh $teve McQiie^ 

MelRaef>GstA Racer,, an: e»acT rBpIkiiol the konc legend's 
s>wfl mocMW ijita, the SW limi(«t edition rfwthiiHi are 
endorsed by the esl;ate of Stev£ McQueen and are an honest 
endeavTCHjr to recapture the spirit attached to The King aF Cool 


torxdor a Stew McQuten MeiiSM Oesert Racer viSjI 
irarw . OT e t b K - l«HI |X| n:yc 1^ 
oroofUaettiH M^is^ teamofi j-44 ^706 30 

Hlti#mclii.ic-iTi4ilorcyclei .roni 


Ethanol Resistant Tank Sealant 

"The Answer" to yourprobfemf 

T^nlf Care Products has worked w/fA 
rntuf/rt^j Sr^eciaf^ii^, fd bring you a 
modern coatmg which is resistant to 

100% ethanoi Fuel. 

Sealant Remover - Rwt Convertor 
- Suresear'” Sealant 
Order fttiiineted^yi 

ustng secure Paypaf er Credlt/Oebit payment 

SAVE 20% ON COMPtETE KITS* 

tndiidti.' Se^lanlTttfiiCnrei::. Aust COnwfrer, 

Tank Rrep 1, Tank PVcp 2. -s-nd 5urfr»Jl 


SERVICE 

L^tus do the hard 
work for you! 

I We will remove old | 
SAjiliintr cl«4rir 
re-coat your tank 
wi-th Sureieal 
from £ 15 Qinc. 

materiali. 

Call for detajis. 

SPfC^ALfSTS 


nvRH Phone me! 01603 S71007 
^ Mobile 0783 4415921 
^ www.taii]c.car«pr<Mtuct«.co.uk 



www.roytonroadandrace.(o.uk 

Manufacturers of Stainless and 
Aluminium components for 
Featherbed Specials. 

Footrest Kits, Aluminium Central Oil 
Tanks, Aluminium Sox Section 
Swinging Arms 

Tel: 07982 891 064 

royt onr oa dandf ace#g mail .com 


See us at 
Stafford, 
M52 

Main Hall 
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STREFFORDS MOTORCYCLES 



The new V7 H is now m stock 


USED SECTION 


MOTO GUZZI vr STOWE in bla^k 14 ptate with only 2^00 mites... £S49S 
MOTO GUZZI V7 STOWE in biKk 1 2 reg 15.600 full servtee 

h istory £4595 

MOTO GUZZI 750 NEVADA classic in black 32300 mites with full 

luggage ..............£2700 

MOTO GUZZ1 1 200 NORGE ro<i hill Service history, low mil«..,.-.XS495 

KAWASAKI ZX6R 2000 regi cheap 600, ideal first bike... £1 900 

MOTO GUZZI STELVIO NTXin black, 2013,^1 U^ua I NTX spec. -£ T 0,999 
HONDA CBllOO A-D ABS, 2013 regi immaculaEe cond, 2 


cwnerSr 2242 miles. 


WOW £7395 


WWW.STREFFORDS.NET 

STELVIO- NORGE - GRISO 
-V7- SPORT -CALIFORNIA 
SEETHE NEW SINNiS 250 RETOSTAR £2300 otr 
• PEUGEOT SCOOTERS from £999 otr 
Law Rate Finance avaitabfe* 

We carry a fuU range of Moto Guzzi's in 
stack, including accessories for mostmodeis. 

We have full workshop facilities offering the latest 
engine management tools. We suppiy and fit 
tyres. MoT's, accident repairs and look after your 
bike like it's one of our own, not only do we make 
your bike feel special we also make you f^l a part 
of the family. 

THE NEW MOTO GUZZI NTX 
AND CALIFORNIA ARE AVAILABLE 
FOR ROAD TESTS 
PLEASE ASK FOR DETAILS 
We also cater for ali your tyre and servicing needs 


KIM 990 on ^ 12 pi^te in bl'Ue/or^ngOr htt^ with fuol 
iank......„..« 


£0495 


HURRY AND GRAB A BARGAIN! 

20 i4 MODELS - PLEASE CALL FOR DETAILS 


We are now Agents for 
Chequered Flag Traditional 
Clothirtg also Davida Helmets 


B 

Rnd us on 

FacebDDk 



tKi 

Li'ivkfted^ 
MATT 0LA^K 

Kirtt. BiflCAvjfj 

>turt d 


Rida-Tcc 

tyATTBW^ 

Sr™?iTsH| 


lElite Patrod; 
cet^ 

99 


^ Ridft-T*[? I 

'Tfluriftg Ja^f-t 
Ffdfn£349 


^\^free| . 
'^klJVER>^ 

yOn ocdf FS^ 
(UK rilaml]j]i 


'Li>iAi'te 4 l 




^ 5 c)asSy^Haircs>^ 
■ ^ £ 121^50 - 


V^ki^g Vifafribr 

Ayiathcr 

St L£l' 24 -gCi 


|WitjngWafriOT- 

Boots 

I 9 l T 9 S 


RfiiwI Leather- 


=Boots; 


IWcstcf™ 

rathtfrdeai 

rrom^£ 4 il£ 




/Everffi^^eeke^ds! 


Visit our Coventry shop 
above) with (bts 
coupon to r-K-eive £5 off 
every individual Hem you 
purchase of £50.^iid above, 

Tiiii|jc->l eur ^Lialliy 
mctDrc^cle-f«lh«ra-in Ehe-couriiEry.' 
'Not Id be'sji^ in rcniuricEibfi 
-— . . iwi K any M h* i 4 Me L 




eiGeBsiili 




OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK 
Sundays 10am -4 prU 


Check out the webs ite of top quality for men and woroen 

for our fiiEI range motorcycte clothing at re^istkpncK, 
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TRADINGPOST II MODEL STUDY 



Honda CB750 / 900 fours 

DOHC, Air-cooled. Fours 


Honda’s obsession with air-cooled four-cylinder bikes saw 
the company delivering variations from 1969 through to 
2003, Steve Cooper tells a long (and tall) tale 


PHOTOS BY STEVE COOPER, ERANK WESTWORTH, ARCHIVE 


IN 1978 HONDA announced to the press that it 
was about to launch 12 new motorcycles. Having 
finally realised that it was on the edge of an abyss 
thanks to a strong focus on expanding its car 
business, the Big Aitch woke up and, in its own 
inimitable style, delivered technology by the 
bucketload. 

Even if the company was still actually ahead of 
the game with bikes such as the Gold Wing, the 
public perception was different. Honda had 
become old hat, staid and boring. To redress the 
situation the company’s headline act stole the 
limelight, aced the competition and totally blew 
the public away. 

The Honda CBXIOOO Super Sport was arguably 
the most effective motorcycle PR exercise ever 


■ Above: Given that by the 
time Honda introduced the 
original sohc fours the company 
was already familiar with 
production dohc road designs, 
it’s a small surprise that it took 
so long to introduce the dohc 
fours for the road 


undertaken, with some 24,000 examples built. 
However it also, and unreasonably, stole the 
thunder from this month’s subject matter. The 
dohc air-cooled 750 and 900 Honda fours which 
appeared in various markets in 1979/1980 are 
often viewed as somehow lesser machines, simply 
because they had fewer cylinders and valves than 
the CBXIOOO. 

In a world of chest inflated machismo the CBX 
grabbed most of the glory, even if the 750 and 
900 were unarguably easier machines to live with. 

The dohc fours trace their origins and inspiration 
back to around 1975, when Honda went 
endurance racing with a three valves per cylinder 
750 based around the CB500. The following 
season the HRC fielded the RCBIOOO, based on 
the bottom end of a sohc 750/4 but with 
substantial and significant modifications. 

Four valves per pot orchestrated by a double 
overhead cam cylinder head, with provision for an 
alternator to be mounted behind the block and 
above the gearbox. The latter would later appear on 
the second generation of dohc 750s from Honda. 

In the maelstrom of hard European competition the 
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1977 version was churning out a reliable 125bhp, 
and a year later this was upped to 135. 

For the first time since the late 1960s Honda 
was winning races, both at the FI TT and in the 
AMA Superbike series. Lessons learned on the 
tracks were ably transferred back to the design 
teams readying for the launch of the new road- 
going fours. 

The new CBX six and CB fours are inextricably 
linked to engineer and designer Shoichiro Irimajiri, 
whose expertise with both two and four wheeled GP 
machinery became legendary. 

The great man had input into both of the new 
superbike designs. Initially the four was destined 
to be a full one litre machine, yet internal politics 
and probably marketing input saw it launched as a 
902cc version. 

Doubtless someone higher up didn’t want the 
CBX to be upstaged by the lighter four. There was 
also a strong argument that at 900cc the new 
CB900F (or FZ depending on market) firmly 
usurped those upstarts at Kawasaki. 

With 750 and 900 motors churning out around 
lOObhp/litre, Honda was definitely back in the 
game. But it got even better; where the new bikes 
really scored was in the chassis department. With a 
strong full double cradle frame and some real R&D 
focussed on its geometry and build, the 750s and 
900s could run rings around the CBXIOOO and 
pretty much all of their peers. 

In 1980, US magazine Cycle Guide took to 
Willow Springs Raceway in California and ran one ^ 


D Above: The fairing looked 
good and worked well, which is 
not always the case. Naked 
machine in road test 
comparison photo opportunity 
too... 

O Right: The later CBX750 
engine further modernised the 
design, and even pioneered the 
use of fake velocity stacks 



7n the maelstrom of hard European 
competition the 1977 version was 
churning out a reliable 125hhp' 
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TRADINGPOST II MODEL STUDY 



What goes around comes around 


For a lucky few, Honda’s 
final offering of the 
period delivered the 
ultimate in dohc 
air-cooled fours. The 
GBllOOR was produced 
in limited numbers from 
’81 -’83, primarily to 
satisfy racing 
homologation 
requirements, which 
then allowed Honda to 
compete via factory- 
supported riders. Sold in 
most markets except the 
USA, the bike won 
numerous races, 
including the prodigious 
Gastrol Six Hour in 
Australia. 

Its success did much 
to raise Honda’s profile 
in the run up to the 
company’s return to the 
GP paddock, and 
prompted the 
competition to produce 
similar track-orientated 


machinery. Honda’s 
factory-only endurance 
racers of the mid 1970s 
ultimately led to possibly 
the best engineered, 
four-pot, four-stroke, 
clubman motorcycle 
ever made. And although 
the GBllOOR wasn’t 
eligible for racing 
Stateside, it didn’t mean 
the market there was 
completely ignored, 
either. 

For just one year only 
the lucky Yanks received 
the GBllOOF; a GB900F 
on steroids. Punching 
out lOSbhp and wearing 
an HRG -inspired paint 
scheme, it remains the 
pinnacle of air-cooled 
superbikes for the 
Average Joe. Rare, classy 
and drop dead gorgeous, 
they remain incredibly 
hard to obtain here in 
the UK. 


of the new CB750FBs against the supposed 
benchmark Ducati Desmo Super Sport. Amazingly 
and possibly against the odds, the Honda came out 
on top. Less prone to wobbling, more predictable, 
less effort to ride and more rewarding - Honda 
had beaten the best. And better still it was 
markedly cheaper. 

The styling of the 750/900 range followed a 
corporate line that was marketed to most countries 
outside the USA as the Eurosport look; it was 
leagues away from anything else Honda had 
offered previously. Possibly taking a styling cue 
from Kawasaki’s famous duck’s bill seat cowls, the 
new Hondas also ran a tail piece. 

However, they took the styling a step further by 
integrating the tail with a thin line of trim running 
under the saddle. This in turn blended into the 
side panels and ran up to the rear lower edges of 
the fuel tank. The overall look was one of 
continuity rather than disparate parts scattered 
around the bike, and an angled 4-2 exhaust system 
moved the new machines away from the 
conventional Honda four profile. 

The clever use of black detailing also helped to 
disguise the mass and size of the new models. 


■ Above: Given their striking 
looks, decent performance and 
durability, it is truly remarkable 
that CBX750S are so 
affordable. Buy yours today 

■ Below: ‘SILVER’ proclaims 
the ad. Unusually accurate ... 
for an ad 



'Honda had always held a 
reputation for being the smart man's 
motorcycle, and the new dohc fours 
very quickly became the thinking 
man's sports machines' 


Black painted fork lowers, satin black clocks, horns 
and headlamp bracketry all minimised the visual 
impact of such peripheral parts. The same trick 
was also used on bulky items such as the airbox 
and chainguard, but in these instances black 
plastic mouldings carried out a similar task. And of 
course, from the off the bikes were equipped with 
the soon to be prevalent Comstar wheels. 

Typical lateral Honda thinking; less mass than a 
true cast alloy wheel and quicker/cheaper to build 
than a traditional spoke unit, they also gave the 
bikes a unique look. To keep the traditionalists 
happy, the new 750 motor was also offered in a 
more conventional set of threads, complete with 
four exhausts. The CB750K effectively doffed its 
cap to the original superbike while offering a 
totally new package. 

Honda had always held a reputation for being the 
smart man’s motorcycle, and the new dohc fours 
very quickly became the thinking man’s sports 
machines. Unquestionably better handling than the 
CBXIOOO, the 750/900 set a new standard. 

However, the competition wasn’t hanging 
around. Suzuki and Kawasaki might still be using 
revamps of older designs, but upstarts Yamaha 
were on a roll and snapping at Honda’s heels with 
similar designs. Even at this point, Honda’s vision 
was already on the next generation of machines, 
which would focus on V4 engines and mass 
centralisation. 

That said, the dohc fours were still earning their 
corn, even if they rapidly became downgraded from 
their original role of sports bike to assume the 
mantle of sports tourer. Fitting a half-fairing with 
additional panels covering the rider’s legs delivered 
the CB900F2 or Bol d’Or. With little if any other 
changes, Honda had produced a devilishly under- 
rated tourer. Finished in either red and white or 
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: Although marketed as a 
sports machine, in fact the 
Honda made a very decent 
touring tool too. Shots from, a 
continental launch reveal where 
Honda felt their buyers would 
be heading. Good, beefy, 
flexible engine is ideal for a 
fittle sporty tourism 


grey and white, even now they look stunning and 
offer sophisticated classic touring capability at 
bargain prices. 

Over in the States, Honda America wasn’t going 
to be turning away extra bucks any time soon, and 
in short order drafted up various cruiser and 
custom versions to be sold under the ubiquitous 
Nighthawk banner. 

Such was the size of the market that Honda even 
tooled up to produce 650 and 700cc versions to 
dodge around the restrictive trade practices put in 
place to stabilise the market for a certain 
Milwaukee manufacturer. And, in typical Honda 
fashion, it also produced a 10-speed, 900cc 
cruiser version, allegedly at the request of 
customers. Running a Gold Wing shaft drive and 
with air suspension at both ends, the CB900C had 
a five-speed gearbox and two-speed jackshaft unit, 
providing five ratios for general use and five for 
freeway cruising. If the motorcycling public 
thought they’d seen the last of Honda’s air-cooled 
dohc fours, they were in for a real surprise. The 
breed was in fact going to run into the next 
decade. The advent of the first V4s must have ^ 



The peer group 

At the time of the 
launeh, the Japanese 
motoreyele world was in 
a state of flux. Kawasaki 
was to a fair degree 
living on past glories, 
with its fours based 
heavily around the Z1 
and Z650 teehnologies. 
The soon-to-arrive 
GPz750 would owe 
substantially more 
than a passing nod to 
the smaller of the 
Kawasaki fours. 

In Suzuki’s world the 
eompany was doing very 
nieely off the baek of the 
GS750/GS1000 range 
that was only a few 
years old, and it would 
be a few more years 
before the supremely 
reliable Hamamatsu 


bikes reeeived 
signifieant revisions. 

The GSXIOOO of ’79 
would light the way in 
terms of engine 
teehnology but not 
weight reduetion. 

Over at Iwata, Yamaha 
had ehosen to tread a 
different path and 
maxxed out the XS 
triples to beeome the XS 
Eleven four. Never the 
happiest of ereations, it 
would swiftly be eelipsed 
by the progenitor of the 
original XJ family, the 
XJ650. This model 
spawned 750, 900 and 
ultimately 1100 versions 
that would finally 
establish Yamaha as a 
purveyor of quality 
mainstream four-strokes. 


Closer to home, in 
Europe Alejandro de 
Tomaso was making the 
most of the various 
Italian brands he was 
trying to steer towards 
eommereial sueeess. His 
revised Benelli six, the 
900 Sei, was obviously 
not a direet threat to the 
Honda fours, and 850 
Moto Guzzis were never 
going to ehallenge Honda 
in terms of sales 
volumes. At Bologna, 
Dueati was doing its own 
thing quirkily and often 
quixotieally. In 
Germany, BMW’s 
Teutonie larger twins 
had been upgraded and 
revised, but eost-wise 
they eould never take on 
the Hondas. 
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been a real nightmare for Honda, as well as a huge 
loss of face. 

Even with substantial revisions, all of the models 
with chain driven cams came with varying 
reputations for poor quality, flawed design and 
profound longevity issues. So when the company 
bet the farm on yet another V4 in the guise of the 
now fabled VFR750, someone back at base 
realised they needed a Plan B - just in case. 

The family lineage of across-the-frame fours was 
obviously too much to resist, resulting in the RC17 
- aka the CBX750. Honda understood that if the 
VFR bombed a bike was needed that upheld family 
honour, and this was it. Taking on board their 
endurance racing knowledge, the engine of the 
750/900 was redesigned to utilise the piggyback 
generator system originally developed for the track. 

Still running double overhead cams, the 16 
valves were now controlled by hydraulic tappets, 
substantially reducing service costs and engine 
noise. With a quoted power output of 93bhp the 
new 750 was only two horses down on the old 900 
but a full 15kg lighter. Radically and aggressively 
styled, fitted with the new must-have 16in front 
wheel, monoshock rear end, a black engine with 
polished alloy detailing and black chrome 
exhausts, the CBX750 was unlike any Honda that 
had gone before it. 

The fact that the VFR750 was so good meant the 
CBX750 was met with polite confusion and quiet 
bewilderment. Few at the time appreciated that 
the bike was the company’s fallback position, and 
saw little reason for its existence. This alone 
means that it has remained substantially 
overlooked and undervalued. Running from 1984 
through to 1988 in some markets, Honda’s 



Above: Unhappily, although 
the engine works well and even 
looks elegant enough, by the 
time it appeared dohc fours 
were not really anything to 
shout about. The addition of 
the effective fairing showed 
corporate acceptance of the 
‘touring’ side of ‘sports touring’ 


investment in the new design was ultimately 
rewarded when it brought out a police version 
(CBX750P) which enjoyed substantial success in 
Malaysia, Singapore, Hong Kong, Turkey, Gibraltar 
and Ireland. 

The rozzers’ version of a 750/4 might well have 
been the last of the breed if it hadn’t been for the 
Japanese manufacturers’ slow realisation that its 
target demographic was actually getting older. Not 
every customer wanted a race replica, and many of 
the older riders genuinely wanted more of the 
same... just more modern and technically updated. 
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Never one to miss a sales opportunity, Honda 
trotted out the RC42, also cheekily entitled the CB 
Seven Fifty. 

Running a detuned 73bhp version of the 
CBX750 motor in a revised chassis, with thicker 
forks and a reversion to twin shocks, it sold against 
similar offerings such as Kawasaki’s Zephyr. A set 
of brakes from the CBR600 ensured that the bike’s 
stopping power was more than adequate. A no 
nonsense, unfaired, easy to use and easy to ride 
bike, sales were steady if not hugely dramatic. The 
company’s marketing pitch flagrantly flaunted a 
return to old values and made overt inferences to 
the original sohc 750 of 1969. 

Remaining on the sales list from 1992 through 
to 2003, the RC42 concept was once again 


H Above: Several owners 
assisted Steve Cooper in his 
research for this piece. Thanks 
then to Carl Stanford, Dave 
Mee, Rob Long and Stew Ross, 
whose bikes are on show above. 
The bigger pic shows Mark 
Williams, CBG's new columnist, 
who rides a CBX750 (and 
claims to enjoy it) 


marketed across the pond as both Nighthawk in a 
monochrome paint scheme and as the CB750F2 
Seven Fifty in a set of threads that looked 
distinctly HRC redolent. Finally deleted from the 
list for 2004, the bike was allegedly only dropped 
because it couldn’t pass tightening emission 
regulations. 

Us gnarly old journos are supposed to have an 
inside line of the good, the bad and the 
mediocre. So if it’s any recommendation 
whatsoever, the author put his money where his 
mouth is and bought an RC42 last year. If you 
wanted one quietly sophisticated classic at a 
bargain price that’ll do almost anything you 
asked of it, then you’d be hard pushed to spend 
£1400 more wisely! mb 


Faults and foibles 


The initial 750 and 900 
were well-built beasts; up 
there or elose to the 
quality of the original 
750, with a eouple of 
eaveats. The adoption of 
the unified tank/side 
panel look ereated an 
issue that eontinues to 
this day with similar 
designs. With the fuel tap 
take-off point signifieantly 
higher than the tank’s 
lower extremities, water 
eolleets at the bottom 
eomers. 

Over time it, and 
eorrosive petrol 
degradation produets, 
ean eause severe rusting 
issues. Corrosion also 
affeeted the exhaust 
systems, triggering rust 
in internal seams that 


swiftly rots through to 
the ehrome plating. 

Honda’s use of a 
piggybaek eamehain 
system, where the main 
eamehain ran from erank 
to inlet earn with a 
shorter ehain then 
driving the exhaust, was 
novel but generally 
robust. However, ignore 
the oil ehange sehedules 
or skimp on oil quality 
and earn wear was almost 
guaranteed. Likewise, if 
the eamehains weren’t 
tensioned as per the 
book, things got rather 
thrashy pretty damn 
quiek. 

Even when lauded as 
being automatie, Honda’s 
eamehain tensioners 
gained a reputation for 


being anything but. 

Some examples suffer 
badly from everything 
from burnt-out 
alternators through to 
dead GDI units and even 
broken eon rods. All of 
this and more was 
possible and did 
genuinely happen, but 
only on truly abused 
examples. 

The GBX750 is known 
to have issues with ehains; 
there are lots of them 
inside the motor. The twin 
eamehain system of the 
750/900s was dropped for 
a single ehain, but onee 
again its adjuster 
meehanism ean have its 
moments. The starter 
motor runs a ehain with 
an adjuster meehanism 


and it’s quite eommon for 
the former to wrap itself 
around the latter with 
expensive results. 

Faetor in another 
ehain driving the 
alternator and there are 
numerous potential 
issues ready and waiting 
to kiek in. Again, oil 
ehanges and seheduled 
maintenanee are the 
keys here; if the motor 
gets past the erueial 
25,000 miles marker, 
ehanees are it’ll run for 
the same again without 
eomplaint. And baek on 
the subjeet of oil one 
final time; hydraulie 
tappets are amazingly 
effieient and robust, but 
fail in the eonstant 
presenee of oil 


eontaminated with 
partieulates. 

The RG42/GB Seven 
Fifty is a fairly robust 
beast, and with 18 less 
horses than its 
progenitor it is 
signifieantly less 
stressed. Issues seem 
limited to the short-lived 
original regulator/ 
reetifier and oeeasionally 
dying alternators. With a 
build quality infinitely 
better than Kawasaki 
Zephyrs of the period, 
the bike tends to hang 
onto its restrained good 
looks rather well. Know 
that the bike was a one- 
time favourite of 
eouriers and you’ll 
appreeiate it’s a fairly 
robust deviee. 
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TRADINGPOST II CLUB DIRECTORY 


Vintage Motor Cycle Club 


The VMCC has been around for so long that it's easy to 
take this venerable institution for granted. Lets remind 
ourselves just what it's all about... 

PHOTOS: THE VMCC 


ORMED BY JUST 38 STALWARTS back in 
1946, the Vintage Motor Cycle Club will 
celebrate its 70th birthday in 2016. 

Over the decades, membership of the 
VMCC has risen to around 16,500 and the 
organisation has evolved considerably in its structure and 
activities. However, its aims remain steadfast and its 
activities are central to the UK’s classic motorcycling scene. 

The summer season wouldn’t be the same without the 
Banbury Run, Founder’s Day and the loM Classic TT 
Rally, and the club’s popular training day returns on 
May 2 this year at Curborough, to give classic enthusiasts 
the opportunity to ride older machinery and experience 
motorcycling from an earlier era. That’s entirely in 
keeping with the club’s core objective - to promote the 
use of vintage motorcycles, welcoming everyone 
regardless of age, the make, size or the origin of their 
machine. 

The VMCC caters for all ages of enthusiasts and provides a 
wide range of member benefits, providing advice on most 
aspects of owning and running an old motorcycle. This is 
backed up by a large library and archive, an invaluable 
source of information. 



4 Below: The VMCC provides a 
vital spares service for veteran 
and vintage machines, 
including brake blocks, tyre 
rims and drive belts like the 
one seen here 


r 



The library has a team of full and part-time staff, assisted 
by many volunteers who provide much welcome assistance 
to both the staff and the members. The club library contains 
more than 25,000 items on all aspects of motorcycling, 
including books, programmes, drawings, factory records and 
more than 10,000 manufacturers’ publications - from 
adverts to technical data - providing essential factual 
information. This material, much of which is now out of print, 
helps authors and researchers and the VMCC carefully 
safeguards these precious records for future generations. 

The club also incorporates a network of more than 130 
extremely experienced specialists, who volunteer their time 
to assist with specific technical and historical information. 
There’s also a regalia and spares department which 
provides hard-to-source items like belts, rims and blocks to 
keep old and interesting machines on the road, along with 
tyres and a massive range of other products for more 
classic-era motorcycles. 

UK members will find a local section within easy riding 
distance. The 84 sections host over 1200 events each year, 
including well-organised rides, rallies, local shows and 
bikejumbles and many competitive events - grass-track, 
trials and speedway as well as the British Historic Racing 
race series. 

For 2016, the VMCC will hold special celebrations to 
mark its 70th anniversary, so now would be a great time to 
get on board and participate. 

Full UK membership costs £37 while junior membership 
is just £12. Visit vmcc.net 


Club guide 


AMC - AJS & Matchless 
Owners’ Club: 

Admin Officer, Unit 3, Robinson 
Way, Telford Industrial Estate, 
Kettering, Northants NN16 8PT. 
www.jampot.com 

Ariel Owners’ Club: 

www.arielownersmcc.co.uk 

Association of Pioneer 
Motorcyclists: 

John Webber, 11 Bootham Close, 
Billericay, Essex CM12 9NQ. 

Bath Classic MCC: bcmcc.org 
Benelli Motobi Club GB: 

www.benelliclubgb.net 
BMF: www.bmf.co.uk 

BMW Club: 

www.thebmwclub.org.uk 

British Motorcycle 
Preservation Society 
(North Wales): 

www.bmpsnwales.org.uk 

Bridgnorth Vintage 
Machinery Club: 

www.bvmc.org.uk or 
www.motorbikemover.co.uk 

British Motorcycle Riders’ 
Club (Oxford): 

http://bmrco.wordpress.com 

British Two-Stroke Club: 

www.britishtwostrokeclub.org.uk 


Brough Superior Club: 

www.broughsuperiorclub.com 

BSA Bantam Club: 

www.bsabantamclub.com 

BSA Owners’ Club: 

www.bsaownersclub.co.uk 

Bucks British & Classic MCC: 

Meets at The Plough at Gadsden, 
Princes Risborough, Bucks every 
Wednesday evening. 
www.bbcmcc.freeuk.com 

CBX Riders’ Club (UK): 

www.ukcbxclub.com 

Christian Motorcyclists’ 

Assoc: www.cmauk.net 

Classic Racing 

Motorcycle Club: 

www.crmc.co.uk 

Cossack Owners’ Club: 

www.cossackownersclub.co.uk 

Cotton Owners and 

Enthusiasts’ Club: 

www.cottonownersclub.com 

DOT Motorcycle Club: 

www.dot-motorcycle-club.co.uk 

Douglas Owners’ Club: 

www.douglasmcc.co.uk 

Ducati Owners’ Club (GB): 

www.docgb.org 

Dunstall Owners’ Club: 

www.dunstall.wordpress.com 


Excelsior Talisman 
Enthusiasts: 

Colin Powell, Ginger Hall, 

Village Way, Little Chalfont, 

Bucks HP7 9PU. 

Tel/fax 01494 762166. 

Exeter British MCC: 

www.exeterbritishmotorcycleclub 

.co.uk 

Federation of Sidecar Clubs: 

www.sidecars.org.uk 

Fellowship of Christian 
Motorcyclists: 

www.fcm-bikers.co.uk 

Francis-Barnett Owners’ Club: 

www.francis-barnett.co.uk 

Gold Star Owners’ Club: 

WWW. bsagoldstarownersclub.com 

Greeves Riders’ Association: 

www.greeves-riders.org.uk 

Gwent Classic Trials and 
Scrambles Club: 

Mark Giles, 42 Picton Street, 
Griffithstown, Pontypool, Torfaen 
NP4 5HB. 01495 757930. 

Harley-Davidson Riders’ Club 
of Great Britain: 

www.hdrcgb.org.uk 

Hesketh Owners’ Club: 

www.heskethownersclub.org.uk 


Highland Classic MCC: 

www.highlandclassicmotorcycleclub 

.org.uk/index.htm 

www.facebook.com/highlandclassic 
m oto rcy c I ec I u b? ref = h I 
Honda Owners’ Club: 
www.hoc.org.uk 
Honda Classic MCC: 

Chairman: Kevin Richards, 

40 Penton House, Hartslock Drive, 
Thamesmead, London SE2 9UZ. 
0798 4099 473. 

HYCAM: 

Paul Morin, 5 Erederick Close, 
Cheam, Surrey SMI 2HY. 

Indian Motocycle Club of GB: 

www.indianmotocycle.co.uk 

Indian Riders’ Motocycle Club: 

www.indianriders.co.uk 
Italian IMOC/GB: 

Stuart Boulton, 31 Gladstone Street, 
Anstey, Leicester LE7 7BT. 

01162 126189 (answerphone). 
Email: Stuart@copper-cable.co.uk 
Japanese Classic MCC: 

NET Willoughby, Hazeldene House, 
240 Gloucester Rd, Cheltenham 
GL51 SNR. 

Jawa/CZ OMC of 
GB & Ireland: 
www.jawaczownersclub.co.uk 


FOR YOUR CLUB TO APPEAR ON THIS PAGE PLEASE EMAIL ALL RELEVANT CONTACT DETAILS TO THARTLEY@MORTONS.CO.UK 
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Left: As well as spares, 
services and endless expertise, 
the VMCC encourages us to 
ride our bikes more. Old bikes, 
that is. Really old bikes if you 
have one! 


Kawasaki Triples Club: 

www.kawasakitriplesclub.co.uk 

Laverda Owners’ Club: 

www.iloc.co.uk 

LE Veloeette Owners’ Club: 

www.leveloclub.org.uk 

London Sideear Club: 

www.londonsidecarclub.co.uk 

MAG: 

www.mag-uk.org 

Maieo Owners’ Club: 

www.maico.org.uk 

Military Vehiele Trust: 

www.mvt.org.uk 

Morgan 3 -Wheeler Club: 

www.mtwc.co.uk 

Morini Riders’ Club: 

www.morini-riders-club.com 

Moto Guzzi Club GB: 

www.motoguzziclub.co.uk 

Moto Rumi Club: 

www.motorumiclub.co.uk 

Motor Cyeling Club (MCC): 

www.themotorcyclingclub.org.uk 

MV Agusta Owners’ Club: 

www.mvownersclub.co.uk 

National Autoeyele and 
Cyelemotor Club: 

www.thebuzzingclub.co.uk 

National Sprint Assoeiation: 

www.nationalsprintassociationltd.com 


New Imperial Owners’ 
Assoeiation: 

www.newimperial.co.uk 

Norman Cyeles Club: 

www.normanmotorcycles.org.uk 

Norton Owners’ Club: 

WWW. nortonownersci u b.org 

NSU Owners’ Club: 

www.nsuoc.co.uk 

Oregon Vintage Motoreyelists: 

WWW. oregonvintage.org 

Panther Owners’ Club: 

www.pantherownersclub.com 

Pre-65 MotoCross Club: 

www.pre65.co.uk 

Professional & Exeeutive MCC: 

www.pemc.co.uk 

Register of Unusual 
Mieroears: www.rumcars.org 
Rotary Owners’ Club: 

David Cameron, Dunbar, 

Ingatestone Road, Highwood, 
Chelmsford, Essex CMl 3QU. 

WWW. n 0 rto n rota ry.org.uk 

Royal Enfield & Enfield India: 

www.royalenfield.org.uk 

Rudge Enthusiasts: 

www.rudge.co.uk 

Seottish Classie MCC: 

www.scottishclassicmotorcycleclub 

.moonfruit.com 


Seott Owners’ Club: 

WWW. scotto wn e rsc I u b . o rg 

SOHC/4 Owners’ Club: 

www.sohc4.net 

South Wales Sunbeam MCC: 

Dave Harrison, 8 Wern St, Clydach 
Vale, Rhondda CF40 2BQ 
01443 435125. 
dave.harrison47@yahoo.com 

Sunbeam MCC: 

www.sunbeam-mcc.co.uk 

Sunbeam Owners’ 

Eellowship (S7 & S8): 

www.onthebeam.co.uk 

Sussex British MCC: 

www.sbmoc.vpweb.co.uk 

Suzuld Kettle Club: 

www.thekettleclub.com 

Suzuki Owners’ Club: 

www.suzukiownersclub.co.uk 

Teesside Yesteryear 
Motor Club: www.tymc.org.uk 

The 59 Club: 

The Swift Centre, 387A Barking 
Road, Plaistow, London E13 8AL. 
www.the59club.org.uk 

The Classie Bikers’ Club: 

www.classicbikersclub.com 

The Invalid Carriage Register: 

http://invalidcarriageregister 

.wordpress.com 


Thumper Club: 

www.thumperclub.com 

TR30C (Triples, 

BSA & Triumph): 

http://tr3oc.co.uk 

Triton Owners’ Club: 

www.triton-owners-club.co.uk 

Triumph Dayt-owners: 

http://autos.groups.yahoo.com/ 

group/TriumphDayt-owners 

Triumph Owners’ MCC: 

www.tomcc.org 

TT Supporters’ Club: 

www.ttsupportersclub.com 

Veloeette Owners’ Club: 

WWW. ve I ocetteo wn e rs.com 

Vineent/HRD Owners’ Club: 

www.voc.uk.com 

VJMC (Vintage Japanese 
Motoreyele Club): 

www.vjmc.com 
VMCC: www.vmcc.net 

Vintage Motor Seooter Club: 

www.vmsc.co.uk 

Wessex Vehiele Preservation 
Club (Classie Motoreyele 
Seetion): www.wvpc.org.uk 
WIMA GB (Women’s 
International Motoreyele 
Club): www.wimagb.co.uk 
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E.G.P. Enterprises 

MOTORCYCLE JUMBLES 

Kcmptuii Pa.rk Kaci^coursL^ T^V16 5AQ off M3) 

SOUTHERN CLASSIC BIKE SHOW 
&JUMBLE 

Saturffdjr 2Srd May 20tS 

TAKING ENTRIES NOW 

CLUB STANDS • CAFE RACERS • AUTDJUMBLE 

AdinbMian: .Vdull U.M> I'hlld^l.VPIf.Qe - 0|»«<i ITJtOjHi 

FfHiit A RflVevhini«Atj« ^vull^ht^ - Fr^ Car Park 
txilw? WUif miJ trj uur Etikr 

t'diiitRrt; Frit T(4^ 0J,T4J Mrth: &77% t.l42j(LUll77 ST 

Unwils i?d^rsipH<leirMNi^*liMii1ernPt.riirn 

WWW. ctr P* K KTEUPRIM V R 


Ashford Classic Motorcycle Show & Bikejumble 
faster Mdnday 6'^ Aptil nt Ashford Market^ Kent TH 24 ONfi 
Sh<iw Theme t Aihfnrd'S Local Make : Morman Motorcycle^ 

Romney Marsh Classic Events 

at Hamstreet, Nr Ashford, Kent TN]E6 2JD 
- Btkejuiribte; tO am Sunday 3**^ May 

Classic Show & Blhejumble: 10am Sun ZS^'' June 
Bikejumble: lOam Sunday ZO'*' Sept 

South of England 
Summer Bike Show 

'lOam Sunday 26^” July 

Souch (vf EJv^md ■Sbo^found. 
Ardingly, Wtsit ^ilikck RH17 liTL 

South of England Show Sunday Z5-'*' October 

South of England Showj^roundj Ard-lngly,, West Sussei< ^H17 &Tl 

PQ Box 5Sp Hew 



ELK PrornotlDFi^j PQ ! 

01797 344277 


nney, Kent TM2a 9BE 

WWW, e\ K -promotions ■ co , u k 



AINTREE 
MOTOR CYCLE 
RACING CLUB 

PROMOTING MOTORCYCLE ROAD RACING 
AT AINTREE CIRCUIT, LIVERPOOL, ENGLAND 

TEST DAY - 6th MAY 
RACE DATES: 

16th MAY. 11th JUNE. 12th JULY, 
8th AUGUST, 19th SEPTEMBER 

Admission: £10.00 Adults. OAP £S including 
Free Programme 

Children under 14, accompanied by an adult, Free 

Cfasiics 1 2Sco^250co3SOc(Y5 OOctAfniimited 
Cfassk races are alt championship events and 
have their own races no spiit starts 
All modern classes catered for 

Membership £1 5.00 * Entry fees £95 for 1 Event 

(2 Races) 

£20.00 for each additional event 
■ Sidecars £1 20 per outfit entry fee (3 Races) 
For Membership 8c Entry Details contact: 
Dave Edwards, 

9, Maimhor Road , Seamill, West Kilbride 
Ayrshire, Scotland KA23 9EE 
Tel: 01294 323582 



37-41 £5rfu(veii«r RuutJ, LundE»n, \V7 I HP, Phtmt:: 0311 N^79 134« 
Allt^n_luii Jiin v 1 E^iii. ncl yvww . rt^-ttlkri-lundtin . i'il uk 
Opt ft: Moii-FrL!^.Jihi m - 400|prrt. Sat 9.30 - .VtWJpm 

Meriden Triumph Specistists 
in TWIN And TRIPLE SPARES, with 
full workshop f^illties for servicing, 
r^irs ^nd rebuiikls 




Up 


Royel Enfiekf Spares St Repairs 
Bikes: EFI Buftet B EFT Fury. 

A7S Londdn Agents 

All rnod6l± available td urrleri s« 
wdbSfile for mof4^ delails 


vONpeU, 



COME AND VIEW 
A UNIQUE COLUECTiON OF 
BRITISH MOTORCyCLES 
iKO^i 

YESTERYEAR 

CfTirrffuble TnutN^t. ■ 

OFK\' SATUKDA KV, SUNDA Y.S ^ M(IM)A KS’ 
ENTRY : ADULT £8 
SENIOR (over 6S) £4,S4» UNDER iSis 12 

iWU-L VARY dan EVENT lUVS) 

29 Oldfidd Liinr South, Gn^t-nfuixl, IJBfi 9LB 
PhoiiL:02(l 85756644 
w w. london-niotorc\clc-ia uiM:ufiT.oi‘u 
Opciiinj^ UmcK : LOnni -4.J0pn] 

L'ntr^' 4.011 |im 

Follow iis Oh F^cchook itnd Twlltcr. 




BEEZUMPH 24 


CADWELLPARK 

2015 


CELEBRATING 4D YEARS GF TRIDENT TtBO • 1975 ■ 2015 


ft Rid^ dUt 

ft EKcry jiv« Track Action 
ft Bike iiiie-up and awArdi 
ft Marquee 
ft Band and food 


'Join the club' 
at Its 

annual rally 


The aim is to get one hundred and sixty 

T160 and T160 engined specials 
assembled together. 

Where you gel to see and enjoy many hne motor-cycle^., 


Everyone very welcome. 

See the TR30C Facebook Page 
end Website www.beezumph.corn 

for on-line ticket applications and application downloads. 

Postal applications for tickets to Graham Redrup 
e eeechngt prive, IParijy Green, Camberley, Surrey GUI 7 ODJ 


r vent SKfdiiry Miirj m Fiawson - evfoti^trSoc.cofn T:0164;6'18735 
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STEWART/ 
^ WaiEft ^ 

Pr PETER ^ 
1^ JAMES ^ 


THE 34™ MALVERN 

f!!^ CLASSIC 

.^^BIKE SHOW 

& AUT9 JUMBLE 

r >' SU HD AV APAI L 1 9^” 1 0 A M^PM 
^ ADULTS £7 ( CHILDREN (7-14) £3 


THREE COUNTIES 

SHOWGROUND 

MALVERN, WORCS, WR13 6NW 

iv ' FOLLOW SIGNS TO BROWN GATE 

^ 

HOT APRIL 12 ^ AS IN ODHI WALL PLAHN€H 


«niinM.cirGUiLlie 


• LIVE ESSENTIAL 
RESTORATION DEMOS 

• DOWN TO EARTH, PRACTICAL ADVICE 
FOR ALL LEVELS 

• WEALTH OF TECHNICAL KNOWLEDGE 

• QUESTION & ANSWER SESSION 

• NOT TO BE MISSED 

• LOCATED OFF THE MAIN HALL 


“»-TUK35 "'(',\lt{)l,F- \ASU<^— £ 

INTEIWATIONAL 

M — (:i.As.sic j I 

,\}iril 2 rv 2 r>, 2 (» 15 , 

SUilTortI (^uiiiitv Shovvj^roiiiul 
StnffortlSTlKCmi) 


lO.OQAM 
11.30AM 
1.3DPM 
2.30PM 
•3.30PM 
'Saturday only 


DO'S AND DON'TS Of RESTORATION 

PUTTING CYLINDERS ON A TWIN 

DRY GEAR ASSEMBLE AND DISASSEMBLE 

ELECTRICAL FAULT FINDING 

DO'S and don TS of restoration 


0121 422 2282 

Special lilt Vr hide ft Multi Veliide 

0121 506 604D 


FOR SHOW TICKETS CALL D1507 524529 OR 
VISIT WWW.CLASSICBIKESHOWS,COM TODAVJ 
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TRADINGPOST II BUYING GUIDE 


British Classic Buyer's Guide 


B uying a classic bike is easy, although identifying which classic is 

your own particular dream bike may be less so. What is also easy - 
too easy - is to get the exact spec wrong, or the price wrong. 

There are, for example, many different Triumph Bonnevilles, and if you 
decide that your life will only be complete if shared with a Bonnie then you 
need to know which model you want to share it with. It all sounds simple, 
but it’s not. Sometimes. If you know you want a 1965 T120TT and nothing 
else, you’ll be fine. 

Sticking with the Bonnie idea, if you want the whole 1950s Rocker thing, 
complete with pre-unit charm, genuine Edward Turner styling and a glorious 
tangerine paint job, then you are not going to be happy with a 1972 T120 


rather than a T120 from 1959 or so. This applies to all marques and all 
models. Before you spend your money, go and ride a few of the bikes on your 
shortest short list. Join the relevant owners’ club - that part is essential; join 
the club before you spend your money - so you can meet owners, maybe 
even ride their bikes, and learn about the reality of life with your dream bike. 

It is always a great idea to study prices too. Stay aware of the movements 
in the market; it’s so much better to buy a Bonnie for Bantam money than 
the other way around! 

And if you need specific advice, don’t hesitate to ask us here at Classic 
Bike Guide; we’ve bought more bikes than most between us, and made 
most of the mistakes, too. . . 



How to use the guide 

This guide is as exhaustive as we 
could fit into our pages. We’ll 
update it two or three times a year 
as we trawl the marketplace, and 
this Britbike guide will eventually 
alternate with an International one 
covering selected Japanese, 
European and American classics. 

We offer you just two prices; the 
CBG High Price is for a top-notch, 
top-spec model in excellent 
condition. You might not win 
concours awards with the bike, but 
you’d expect to be a contender. 

At that price, your target 
machine should have a new MoT, 
its tyres should sparkle, its chrome 
and alloy should be excellent. Its 
paint should not be dull, and it 
should run like the dream machine 
you’re after. Oil should not dribble 
from its casings, it should start 
easily and readily. If it has more 


than one carb, then they should be 
balanced and the bike should tick 
over reliably. There should be no 
smoke, and although a stack of 
receipts is not essential, you 
should find evidence that whoever 
did the restoration work knew what 
they were doing. Cables should be 
entirely unfrayed, the controls 
should fall readily to hand and foot, 
and the lighting system should 
both lighten the darkness and 
charge its own battery. Accept 
nothing less. 

Also accept that if you make the 
increasingly astute decision to buy 
from a trader then you are quite 
likely to pay more than our High 
Price. Traders make a living 
supplying folk like us with the bikes 
we want, tolerate endless tyre- 
kicking, usually accept trade-ins, 
and they should provide decent after- 
sales service. All this costs them. 


and they need to make a profit. 

The CBG Low Price is for a 
complete motorcycle. The bike may 
have the dregs of an MoT. It will 
certainly run and ride, although it 
may not be entirely sorted. Most of 
all, it may not be standard, the 
engine and frame may not have 
been paired in the factory, it may be 
cosmetically challenged, with rusty 
exhausts, a split seat and drooping 
unlubricated cables, and sundry 
systems may not work. It may be a 
less popular version of a popular 
model: that 1971 ‘tall’ T120 
Bonneville springs to mind. It may 
easily be what we used to refer to as 
a ‘working’ bike. Classic workers are 
less common now than they once 
were, but they are still about. 

There are two other categories 
which it is entirely impossible to 
quote prices for. The first is the 
entirely original and unrestored 


motorcycle. These machines are - 
obviously - increasingly hard to find, 
and some folk will pay a high 
premium for them. Indeed, ‘barn 
find’ machines often fetch 
astonishingly high prices because 
they’re unrestored... although you 
can rarely know that for a fact. Lots 
of older, 1980s, say, restorations are 
passed off as ‘original’ barn finds. 
Often they’re not original at all. 

The second category is the 
concours winner; the completely 
elegant machine which is better by 
far than it was when it first invaded 
a showroom. When these bikes 
change hands in the public 
marketplace (and many of them 
change hands inside clubs, 
advertised only by word of mouth) 
their prices can be very high 
indeed. We cannot offer guidance 
here; what you pay is up to you. 

Happy hunting... 
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1965 AJS MODEL 14 

A sports 250cc single first registered in March 1965 and 
found in storage in 2007. Original unmolested condition. 
Recommissioned and reunited with its original 
registration. MoT Feb 2016, described as “in good order 
throughout”. 

SOLD FOR £1150 


AJS & MATCHLESS 


B y 1950, Associated 

Motor Cycles Limited 
(AMG) in South 
London was building bikes 
under both AJS and 
Matchless badges, and at one 
time boasted the largest 
factory in the world dedicated 
to motorcycle production. It 
later acquired the Norton 
marque, at first keeping 
production in Birmingham 
but eventually moving Norton 
in with AJS and Matchless. 
AMG also built James and 
Francis-Bamett motorcycles 
(also in the Midlands and not 
at Plumstead). So the varied 
range of models offered under 
the AMG banner stretched 
from 98cc two-strokes all the 
way through to stonking 
750cc four-stroke superbikes. 
The company was also 
successful in two-wheeled 
sports, and apart from the 
dedicated and highly 
speciahsed road-racers also 
built a lot of competition- 
biased roadsters. The whole 
lot collapsed in 1966, and 
was reborn as Norton- ViUiers, 
concentrating on the Norton 
Commando series and a range 
of two-stroke AJS off-roaders. 
Model designations are shown 
for AJS, with Matchless 
equivalents shown in 
brackets, as the two marques 
increasingly differed only in 
finish and trim styles. The 
bikes are very soHd, well- 
engineered and rewarding to 
ride. Spares are plentiful, and 
they boast an excellent and 
very active owners’ club. 

Model 14 (Matchless G2) 

248cc (70 X 65mm) ohv single II 
3401b II 75mph 111958-66 


AMC UNDERSTOOD THAT it 

needed a lightweight four-stroke 
motorcycle to rival Triumph’s Cub 
and BSA’s C-range. Intelligently, it 
used a bicycle based on its James 
two-strokes and designed its own 
new four-stroke engine to fit. That 
engine appeared to be of ‘unit’ 
construction (engine and gearbox 
are built into shared castings), but 
the gearbox was separate and 
cylindrical, attached to the 
crankcases by a pair of steel straps. 
The 250s and the similar 350s were 
not a commercial success and are 
not widely sought after today. 
However, they are fun to ride (CSR 
250s in particular) and offer a low- 


cost intro to classic motorcycling 
with plentiful spares and simple 
construction for straightforward 
spannering. The best are the 
AMC-forked versions and the late 
CSRs. As with most AMC models, 
the 250 was available in standard, 
‘S’ (chrome mudguards), CS 
(off-road styling), and CSR 
(cafe-racer) versions. 


Prices 

low £1350 II high £2250 


Model 8 (Matchless G5) 

348cc (72 X 82.5mm) ohv single 
II 3501b II 70mf^ II 80mph II 1960-62 


BIGGER VERSION OF the Model 
14, built with better forks taken 
from the early 1950s heavyweight 
but with a slightly feeble brake from 
the two-stroke range. They provide 
a better ride than the early 250s, 
although by 1962 there was nothing 
between them apart from better 
torque. The 350s didn’t last long as 
they competed with AMC’s own 
heavyweight 350 singles, without 
being better, just slightly lighter. 
Surprisingly quick and pleasant 
to ride. 


Prices 

low £1500 II high £2250 


Model 16 (Matchless G3) 

348cc (69 X 93mm until 1963, 
then 72 x 85.5mm) ohv single II 
4001b II 80mpg II 75mph II 1945-66 


SOUNDLY ENGINEERED AND 

finished traditional Brit single. AMC 
singles are immensely strong, 
engineered to cover countless miles 
with little maintenance and no 
complaint. They started as rigid 
machines very close to the wartime 
Matchless WD G3L, then switched 
to swinging arm suspension. The 
late 50s models with alternator 
lighting and half-decent brakes 
matched to fine handling are the 
most common, although the rigid- 
framed models have a considerable 
minimalist cachet. Also unusual, 
although not particularly popular, 
are the 1964-on versions, with 
their (relatively) short-stroke 
engine, Norton forks and wheels. 
Rigids fetch the highest prices, 
but spares for the later ones are 
easier. Very easy bike to live with; 
very few faults. 


Prices 

low £2000 II high £2500 
(CS comp models a lot more) 


Model 18 (Matchless G80) 

498CC (82.5 x 93mm until 1963, 
then 86 x 85.5mm) ohv single II 
4001b II 55mpg II 80mph II 1945-66 


THE 500 VERSION of the very 
traditional AMC single really is a 
bigger version of the 350, with a bit 
more of everything. Excellent riders’ 
machines; classic in every way. 

They share almost all the 
components apart from the piston, 
flywheels, barrel and head with the 
smaller engine, which gives them a 
tendency to knock out some pattern 
big ends very quickly. However, this 
is not the problem it was, as the 
quality of AMC spares continues to 
improve. This is a pleasant touring 
motorcycle, with good handling and 
comfort allied to a relaxed 60m ph 
cruising speed. It’s easy to convert 
a 350 single to a 500 as the strokes 
are the same, but to run smoothly 
they need the 500’s flywheels too... 


Prices 

low £2200 II high £4000 
(CS comp models a lot more) 


Model 20 (Matchless G9) 

498cc (66 X 72.8mm) ohv twin II 
4101b II 60mpg II 90mph II 1948-61 

AMC’S TWIN TOOK a different 
path to the already established 
designs from BSA, Triumph, etc. So 
the engines are unusual, having a 
third main bearing between the 
cylinders, and separate barrels and 
cylinder heads. The engine is a 
notably clean design, with no 
external oil plumbing to spoil the 
lines and leak at the joints. It was 
never particularly popular with the 


sporting riders, although it was a 
handsome motorcycle and reliable 
enough. There were no rigid-framed 
or plunger-framed twins. Gradual 
development included the switch 
from a Burman gearbox to one of 
AMC’s own design (aka the Norton 
gearbox, which went on to handle 
the power of the Commando!) in 
1956. The ‘jampot’ rear suspension 
was replaced by Girling units the 
following year. This is a good, 
reliable conservative motorcycle. 
Late ones are rare and very good, 
with alternator electrics and 
excellent duplex frames. Early 
jampot models can have odd 
handling and poor brakes. 


Prices 

low £3000 II high £4000 


Model 30 (Matchless G1 1 ) 

593cc (72 X 72.8mm) ohv twin II 
4101b II 60mpg II 90mph II 1956-58 


AS NORTON (UNDER AMC 

ownership) took its 500cc 
Dominator 88 and stretched it into 
the 600cc Dominator 99, so AMC 
stretched its own 500 twin, simply 
over-boring it a little to provide the 
extra capacity. This is the least 
common of the AMC twins, and the 
600s have been described as the 
best model in the series. The sports 
(CS) version is very unusual, very 
handsome and will easily cost 
£1000 more than an equivalent 
standard roadster. The very rare 
CSR version may fetch even more. » 


Prices 

low £3000 II high £4500 
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1968BSA A65 

Listed by the auctioneer as a Firebird Scrambler, this 650 
Beesa twin has been treated to an extensive recent 
restoration, right down to its Dream Machine paintwork 

SOLD FOR £5375 


Model 31 
(Matchless G1 2) 

646cc (72 X 79.3mm) ohv twin II 
4301b II 55mpg II lOOmph II 
1959-66 


THE MOST COMMON AMC twin. 

The earliest models were a stroked 
stretch of the 600cc Model 30, and 
developed an overexaggerated 
reputation for fragility. The early 
650 crank was supposed to be 
delicate, but only the alternator 
versions, which carried the massive 
alternator rotor on a drive-side 
crankshaft extension, had 
problems. AMC responded by 
forging post-1960 cranks in a very 
tough nodular iron. The post ’61 
models are very sound, if slightly 
staid, machines. In common with 
the rest of the heavyweight range, 
they acquired Norton forks and 
wheels for 1964, along with 12v 
electrics. Again, genuine CS and 
CSR versions will hold 25% higher 
prices, but watch out for fakes. 


Prices 

low £3000 II high £4400 


Matchless G1 5/45 

749cc ohv twin II 4301b II SOmpg 
II lOSmph II 1963 


CONSCIOUS OF THE ever-growing 
demand - particularly in America - 
for more power, AMC stretched its 
engine out to 750cc and offered the 
Matchless G 15/45 (there was no 
AJS equivalent) for sale in the US. 

It was strangely unsuccessful. Myth 
suggests that the engine was 
unreliable, vibratory and not very 


good, but repatriated bikes are very 
pleasant, beefy torque-deliverers, 
and sound in wind and limb. The 
idea of a 750 twin was resurrected 
in 1963-64, but the new model 
used the Norton Atlas engine to 
power a range of models collectively 
known as ‘AMC hybrids’. 


Prices 

low £6500 II high £8000 
(if you can find one) 


Model 33 (Matchless G1 5) 

745cc (73 X 89mm) ohv twin II 
4201b Il45mpg II llOmph II 1964-68 


FOLLOWING THE SALES failure 
of the G 15/45, AMC dropped the 
donkey from its Norton Atlas 750 
twin into an AJS/Matchless chassis 
to create the Matchless 750 twin. 
The result is a terrific motorcycle, 
far more rewarding to ride than the 
sum of its parts suggests it should 
be. The legendary Atlas shakes are 
much reduced in the hybrids, 
perhaps because the heavy lugged 
AMC frame absorbs more energy 
than the welded Norton featherbed. 
The 750 hybrids came in three 
forms, a ‘Mk.2’ UK-style traditional 
roadster, a ‘CS’ street scrambler 
version, and a ‘CSR’ cafe racer. 
Confusingly, the CS and CSR 
versions can be very similar, 
especially US-spec models. The 
AJS versions are very rare and 
therefore expensive. 

The final hybrids used the same 
engine squeezed into the cycle 
parts of the Matchless G85CS 
scrambler, replacing that machine’s 
ohv alloy 500 single, to produce the 
Pll, PllA and Ranger 750, often 


badged as Nortons. These 
machines are addictive, rare, highly 
sought-after and highly priced! 


Prices 

low £5500 II high £8500 


ARIEL 

A riel, which built its 
range of high quahty 
machines in Selly Oak, 
Birmingham, was a part of the 
BSA group of companies, and 
the BSA influence became 
greater as the years rolled by. 
Machines always had a 
carefully crafted air of quahty, 
with thoughtful styHng and 
finish. The singles were 
conventional in design, strong 
and rehable performers with a 
sohd competition heritage to 
complement their build 
quahty. There are two twins; 
the 500 (an Ariel design) and 
the 650 which is a hghtly 
redesigned BSA AlO. All Ariel 
machines used Burman 
gearboxes despite the 
increasing use of BSA Group 
components in other areas. 
They have a gloriously prewar 
primary chaincase design, 
complete with a dry clutch 
running in its own external 
housing. Gear changes are 
typicahy Burman; slow but 
sure and silent if adjusted 
properly. The famous fours, 
with their cyhnders arranged 
in a square and running two 
crankshafts, are some sort of 
pinnacle of British 
engineering, although they 
can be expensive to restore. 
The final flourish was the 
introduction of the 
Leader/Arrow range of two- 
stroke twins, and when these 
were discontinued in ’65, 

Ariel was no more. We will 
ignore the Ariel 3... Spares 
okay (one good speciahst 
dealer, and the entirely 
excellent Owners’ Club), 
apart from tinware. In 
common with most other 
major manufacturers, Ariel 
entered the postwar world 
with a range of mostly rigid 
machines, but was a Httle 
ahead of the mainstream 
game - introducing the 
sprung frame just before the 
Second World War on the 
Square Four. It was an 
unusual design, more clever 
than most. After the war, 

Ariel offered rigid and 


springer frames, finally 
introducing its own excellent 
swinging arm frame in 1954. 

Colt 

197cc ohv single. 2701b II 
80mpg II 65mph 111954-60 

A SMART LOOKING utility single 
loosely based on BSA’s Cll with 
added Arielness. A faintly unusual 
idea, as 250cc was a more popular 
capacity both for commuters and 
learner riders. 


Prices 

low £1500 II high £2500 


Leader 

247cc 2-stroke twin. 3301b II 
55mpg II 70mph 111958-65 

A RADICAL CONCEPT; a wholly 
enclosed, fully faired touring 
motorcycle, with a range of 
accessories that almost defied 
description in the 50s. One of the 
few wholly original designs to 
emerge from the postwar British 
industry. Especially recommended 
to those who still enjoy leisurely 
lane cruising. The fairing is 
excellently effective, and the only 
real downside is the poor braking. 
Check that the pressed-steel beam 
frame is not rotted, especially 
around the suspension pick-up 
points. Comfortable and clean. 


Prices 

low £2200 II high £3200 


Arrow 

247cc 2-stroke twin. 3051b II 
55mpg II 75mph 111960-5 


A STRIPPED-DOWN Leader, built 
to utilise spare capacity in the Ariel 
works, the odd-looking Arrow was 
smooth and fast by the standards of 
the time, although it was also 
smoky and underbraked. Also built 
as the Sports (or ‘Golden’) Arrow 
(20hp, SOmph) and finally as the 
200 Arrow. 


Prices 

low £2200 II high £3000 


NH (Red Hunter) 

347cc ohv single. 3651b II 
70mpg II 75mph 111945-58 

A HANDSOME WORKING single 
in the traditional Brit mould. Few 
special virtues or vices. The 
unusual Anstey-link plunger models 
are unusual and interesting; the 
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excellent swinging arm frame 
handles rather better. The single 
engines are all developments of the 
prewar design, and their ancestry is 
plain to anyone who observes that 
their single oil pump is almost 
identical to that fitted to countless 
Triumph twins. 


Prices 

low £2000 II high £3000 


VH (Red Hunter) 

497cc ohv single. 3751b II 
55mpg II 85mph 111945-58 

A VERY SOUND big banger, often 
with a beautiful maroon finish (like 
the rest of the four-stroke range) 
and great reliability. Rigid models 
are always great to ride, though 
some consider the later swinging 
arm machines to be the best riders 
and the most oiltight. HS 
(scrambles) and HT (trials) comp 
versions are very highly sought after 
and highly priced as a result. Ariel’s 
singles are still underrated, too, and 
are more affordable than many 
others, despite their excellence on 
the road. 


Prices 

low £2800 II high £4000 


VB 

598cc sv single. 3701b II 50mpg, 
eOmph II 1945-58 


ONE OF THE last of the sidevalve 
sloggers (along with BSA’s M20 and 
M21); great reliability, massive 
charm and almost no performance. 
Like a lot of sidevalves, they offer 
an alternative experience to more 
common ohv singles. If you have a 
choice, go for the rigid, which 
boasts considerable character, the 
swinging arm model rather less so. 


Prices 

low £2500 II high £4000 


KH (Fieldmaster) 

498cc ohv twin. 3901b II 65mpg, 
90mph II 1948-58 


SWEET TOURING TWIN with a 
unique motor in standard Ariel 
cycle parts. Engine spares can be 
hard to find, and the bikes are quite 
a rare sight these days. The engine 
is unique to the model, and is 
unusual in having its pushrods at 
the outside corners of the block. 

The 1953-only all alloy KHA is the 
rarest and will cost you more. 
Available with rigid, Anstey link 


plunger or swinging arm frames. 
The all-iron rigid twin is a particular 
charmer, not unlike a Norton in the 
way it rides. 


Prices 

low £2500 II high £4500 


FH (Huntmaster) 

648cc ohv twin. 4001b II 55mpg, 
lOOmph II 1954-58 


SOLID TOURING 650 twin, with a 
BSA AlO-based engine that 
retained the tractable, quiet iron 
cylinder head to its end. Probably 
the most usable Ariel twin because 
of the easy availability of engine 
spares, and upgradeable using any 
sporting BSA AlO components. A 
stylish but slightly more expensive 
alternative to an AlO, entirely 
capable of long-distance two-up 
travel. However, like other Ariels, 
the tin bits are scarce. The brakes 
can be marginal, although they 
were deemed sufficient for sidecar 
use in their day. 


Prices 

low £3000 II high £4500 


Square Four 

997cc ohv four II 4801b II 45mpg 
II lOOmph 


THE FAMOUS BRITISH postwar 
four is a machine of immense 
appeal, considerable mechanical 
noise and great smoothness. Early 
models are supposedly prone to 
overheating, and the solo handling 
can be a little worrying at speed, 
not least because Ariel never put 
their swinging arm Eour into 
production and the Anstey link 
plunger rear end can struggle with 
the weight and performance. The 
brakes can also struggle to cope 
with the speed and mass. For all 
that, the Squariel is a highly 
desirable and functional bike with a 
unique cachet. 


Prices 

low £11,000 II high £15,000 


BSA 


A t one time BSA was the 
largest motoreyele 
manufaeturer in the 
world, and there are still 
fleets of the produets of its 
Small Heath, Birmingham 
faetory about. The BSA range 
was huge, eovering all areas 


of road riding and 
eompetition, and was 
exported to just about 
everywhere. Many originally 
exported BSAs have been 
repatriated over the years, 
whieh keeps priees 
eompetitive. If you are a 
neweomer to the old bike 
world, then a BSA of some 
deseription eould well be 
your best bet; they’re 
signifieantly less expensive 
than equivalent Triumph and 
Norton models. Aetive 
owners’ elub, many spares 
supphers with plenty of repro 
parts being made. BSA 
offered a wide range of 
maehines; singles, twins and 
triples, as well as the onee 
ubiquitous Bantam, probably 
the most famous small stroker 
of them all and an 
inexpensive way to play with 
straightforward meehanieals. 
The BSA way was a path of 
steady development, and 
although it built models 
whieh were as rapid as any 
Triumph and handled as well 
as Nortons, Beezers were 
never rated so highly. BSA - a 
big eoneem whieh ineluded 
Triumph - left the 1960s on 
top of the world, and entered 
the 1970s on a rapid slide to 
obhvion. Its dohe 350 twin 
was stillborn, and the radieal 
new frame designs introdueed 
in 1971 were largely ignored 
beeause they used the same 
old single and twin engines. 

Be eareful when buying bikes 
from 1971-73; threadforms 


ehanged in a strange 
sequenee, so parts whieh 
appear perfeet for a partieular 
bike might not fit at all. For 
example; all the unit single 
engines look similar, whieh 
they are, but they ehanged 
eonstantly and sometimes 
radieally through the years. 
The failure and eollapse of 
BSA is one of the saddest 
episodes in British industry. 
Always join the owners’ elub. 

Bantam 

174cc 2-stroke single II 2301b II 
85mpg II 65mph 111948-71 

THE MOST WIDELY sold of all 
BSAs, the Bantam (which was the 
one true learner bike of its day) is 
apparently immortal, being plentiful 
even today and having an excellent 
owners’ club of its own. It began life 
in 1948 as the 123cc Dl, grew to 
148cc as the D3 in 1954 and to 
174cc as the D5 in 1958. The one 
to look for is possibly the 1968-71 
D14/4, which has four gears, 
smartish styling, good handling and 
general reliability. The ones to 
ignore are possibly the plunger- 
framed versions. All Bantams can 
be reliable and very economical to 
run provided that they are built 
properly. Spares are plentiful and 
cheap, and modern ignition 
systems and engine seals can 
transform them. An easy 
introduction to classic Brits, if not 
exactly exhilarating to ride. » 


Prices 

low £1200 II high £2000 



1938 BSA ZB32 GOLD STAR TRIALS 

Most mud-pluggers feature all manner of modifications 
and this prewar Goldie Is no exception. It’s been fitted 
with trials gearing, a competition magneto, central Norton 
oil tank and alloy rims. That pipe doesn’t look like it came 
out of Small Heath, either. Came with a current V5C 
SOLD FOR £2900 
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Cl 0(45-57), Cl 1 (45-55), 
Cl 2 (56-58) 

249CC singles II 3201b II 75mpg II 
55-65mph 


POSTWAR UTILITY BIKES, 

negligible go, stop and handling. 
Many consider them to be dull, 
although they provided stolid ride- 
to-work reliability for many 
thousands who could afford better 
than a bicycle. Some spares are 
hard to find, now, and BSA built 
these bikes to a price affordable by 
working class heroes of their day. 
Less sought-after than Bantams, 
which is a little mysterious. 


Prices 

low £1400 II high £2100 


Cl 5 Star 

249cc ohv single II 3201b II 
70mpg Il70mph 111959-67 

REDESIGNED BASIC 250, with 
neat but restrained streamlined 
styling and unit construction. Some 
suffered bottom end and ignition 
troubles; most just whined on and 
on, as the basic design was rugged 
enough. Massive numbers were 
sold, which meant that even in the 
‘classic’ age they were so plentiful 
that they were often neglected. Buy 
with care, 1970s learner riders did 
terrible things to them. Sports 
version was the SS80, which was 
quicker and less reliable. C15T and 
C15S will cost more. Before paying 
a lot more for a T or an S, make 
sure it’s genuine. 


Prices 

low £1450 II high £2250 


C25 Barracuda 

249cc ohv single II 3301b, 
60mpg II 75mph II 1966-70 


RESTYLEDC15 WITHa bit more 
go at the expense of some 
reliability. Better suspension, 
lighting and braking were added, 
and they can be surprisingly 
charming - and quick-steering, as 
the later frames were increasingly 
based around those used on the 
off-road comp models. Became 
the B25 Starfire in ’68. This is a 
better bet as it is more reliable and 
less vibratory following a mild 
detuning. Also sold as the Fleetstar 
for fleet users. 


Prices 

low £1500 II high £2250 


B25SS 

249cc ohv single II 3201b II 
55mpg II SOmph 111971-72 

THE LAST OF the long CIS-based 
series, with a new oil-bearing 
chassis and smart street scrambler 
clothes for BSA’s final rescue 
attempt. Naming it the ‘Gold Star 
250’ didn’t help sales or credibility. 
Also called the B25 Victor and 
rebadged as the Triumph 
Trailblazer/Blazer SS. As with all 
250s, these suffered from learner 
neglect, so buy carefully. Most 
spares are around, though quality 
can be extremely variable. The last 
are probably the best of all the BSA 
250 singles. 


Prices 

low £1500 II high £2800 

B31 

348cc ohv single II 3651b, 
SOmpg II 75mph II 1945-59 

TRADITIONAL BRIT SINGLE. 

Often leaky and rattly but can run 
up very high mileages with very 
little maintenance. Find an early 
one with solid or plunger frame for 
greater agility and charm. They are 
faster and sweeter than later 
heavier examples. The 350 engine 
shared the same bicycle as far 
bigger machines, and can be 
leisurely as a result, especially the 
swinging arm bikes. The last 
models, with their coil ignition and 
alternator electrics, should be 
worthwhile contenders for anyone 
who wants to ride regularly. 


Prices 

low £1800 II high £2800 


B32 Gold Star 

348CC ohv single II 3601b II 
65mpg II 85mph II 1949-57 


AMAZING WHAT A name and 
reputation can do for prices. 
Souped-up single with a flashy suit 
and better brakes than lesser 
models. The DB32 is the one to buy 
with its excellent duplex frame, 
although the price is high. Spares 
availability and quality are excellent, 
and owners’ club support is 
guaranteed. Check paperwork 
closely: look on old documents 
for evidence that it has always 
been a Goldie and isn’t an 
overpriced replica. 


Prices 

low £4500 II high £7000 


B40 

343CC ohv single II 3051b II 
80mpg II 75mph II 1960-65 

STRETCHED C15, WITH more 
torque and a cast-in pushrod tunnel 
to distinguish it. Never wildly 
popular, they are nonetheless 
sound and usually reliable if treated 
kindly. Plenty of ex-WD bikes about. 
These are better bets, with good off- 
road type frames and better oil 
filters included. The sports SS90 
version is very rare now. 


Prices 

low £1750 II high £2400 


B44 Victor 

441CC ohv single 113351b II 
65mpg II 85mph 111966-70 


ANOTHER C15 STRETCH with 
more go and more vibration. 
Engines can be fragile if abused, 
despite Jeff Smith scrambles 
heritage. Also sold as the Shooting 
Star, not to be confused with the 
twin of the same name. 


Prices 

low £2200 II high £3000 


B33 

499cc ohv single II 4201b II 
70mpg II SOmph 111947-59 


ENLARGED B31, WITH more 
torque so longer legs. Possibly the 
classic 50s workhorse, this one will 
run and run. Plunger suspension 
from 1949, then the admirable BSA 
swinging arm frame arrived in 
1955. Alternator/coil ignition in 
1958. Similar values for the M33, 
which is essentially an ohv (B33) 
engine in a sidevalve (M21) bicycle. 
All extremely straightforward to 
maintain and easy to live with: a 
solid bet for any beginner. 


Prices 

low £2200 II high £3200 


B34, DB34, DBD34, 

Gold Star 

499cc ohv single II 4101b II 
55mpg IlllOmph 111950-62 

THE LEGEND ITSELF. Fun on the 

open road, but antisocial and 
awkward in traffic. Vastly overpriced 
due to a vast over-reputation, which 
masks their charm from many 
newer riders. Rewarding to own and 
to learn to ride properly. Spares and 
club support are excellent. Beware 


of fakes; buy from someone you 
trust, and always with a warranty. 
Superb specialist services and 
updated, uprated components are 
readily available, mostly intended to 
boost performance. 

Prices 

low £12,000 II high £20,000 


B50SS 

499cc ohv single II 3401b, 
60mpg II 85mph 111971-72 


THE LAST OF the C15 stretches. 
Striking street-scrambler style fails to 
disguise the overstressed power train. 
Also known as the B50 Gold Star and 
B50T Victor. Conversion to electronic 
ignition transforms its behaviour to 
one of GB’s best ever singles, 
although starting it is a definite skill. 
The most amazing exhaust system in 
the world on the US-only Triumph- 
badged version. Agile and quick, 
regular oil changes and a fully 
charged battery are essential. 


Prices 

low £2700 II high £4000 


M20 

496cc sv single II 4251b II 55mpg 
II 65mph II 1945-55 


ONCE UBIQUITOUS 
ANTIQUATED sidevalve slogger, 
kept in production by WD contracts 
and sidecar hauliers like the AA. 
Little go and little stop but very 
rugged and oozing character. 
Stretched to 591cc in 1946 (as the 
M21, until 1963), with similar 
performance but greater thirst for 
both petrol and oil. 


Prices 

low £2200 II high £3200 


A7 

497cc ohv twin II 4201b II 55mpg 
II 90mph 111946-61 


SPLENDID TWIN, WITH smooth 
power and typically fine BSA 
steering. Early models may be more 
sought after, but post-1950 bikes, 
with AlO-based engines are better 
for spares. Immense reliability and 
charm. Recommended to anyone 
who enjoys motorcycling off the 
motorways. Started out as a rigid, 
gained a redesigned engine and a 
plunger frame, was later redesigned 
again to fit into the swinging arm 
frame. Iron-engined rigids are 
especially fine. Only fault is the 
dismal 6v lighting but that’s hardly 
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unique to BSA and is fixable with 
modern components, as is the 
magneto ignition. A7SS Shooting 
Star is the sporty one with similar 
go and a higher price. 


Prices 

low £2400 II high £3500 


A50 Royal Star 

499cc ohv twin II 4201b II 60mpg 
II 90mph 111962-66 


THE UNIT-CONSTRUCTION 

replacement for the A7. A fine if 
slightly sluggish machine with all the 
style of the 650s but with less go 
and less vibes. Smoother, though, 
and the rare sporting versions are 
highly entertaining. Bargains can be 
found and they make good working 
bikes. 12v alternator electrics and 
seriously simple maintenance make 
them entirely practical riding 
machines. The engines shouldn’t 
leak and they shouldn’t rattle, but 
they often do... 


Prices 

low £2000 II high £3700 


A10 

646cc ohv twin II 4401b II 55mpg 
II lOSmph II 1951-63 


A CLASSIC IN more than just 
name, the AlO was sold as the 
Golden Flash with flash style, the 
Road Rocket with a bit more go, and 
as the Super Rocket with a little 
more than that. Many plunger 
Flashes spent their working lives 
hauling sidecars and may still lean 
in that direction. The AlO engine in 
BSA’s swinging arm frame is 
arguably one of the best postwar 
Britbikes: robust and easy to ride a 
long way, if less rapid than the 
Triumph alternative. The Rocket 
Gold Star was a super-sports version 
with Gold Star cycle parts and tuned 
engine. These can fetch £20,000 
but are highly fakeable, so be very 
careful. An AlO is a fine motorcycle; 
the only worry can be high-speed 
braking on the later models. SRM 
main bearing conversion is a plus 
when looking to buy. 


Prices 

low £2700 II high £5000 II RGS 
low £7500 II high £15,000 


A65 

654cc ohv twin II 4251b II 55mpg 
II 120mph II 1962-73 


THE UNIT-CONSTRUCTION 

replacement for the AlO. The A65 


has a poor reputation as a vibrator 
and a leaker of oil, which means it 
makes a good buy for riders. Get 
one while you can! In fact, the 
single-carb twin is no more rough 
than any others. Spares are 
plentiful, if of unusually variable 
quality. Late (post ’71) bikes have 
the same oil-bearing frame as 
1971-83 Triumph twins, which 
provides fine steering. Very late 
(1972) bikes are very good indeed, 
and are hard to fault as practical 
bikes - they even stopped leaking 
after the ’71 redesign. Sold as the 
Thunderbolt (tourer). Lightning 
(sports). Spitfire (cafe racer) and 
Firebird Scrambler (street 
scrambler). Problems tend to be 
electrical and easily fixed. Specialist 
engineering sorts suspect bottom 
end oiling, as in all BSA twins. 


Prices 

low £2500 II high £4500 



1967 BSA BANTAM 

Clucking good value, or what? Okay, so it might need just 
a touch more than fresh petrol and a wipe over with an 
oily rag, but it’s a low-cost option for a reasonably 
straightforward project. 

THIS LITTLE CHICKEN SOLD FOR JUST £140 


A70 Lightning 

751cc ohv twin II 4251b II 50mpg 
II 120mph II 1971 


US-ONLY HOMOLOGATION 

special, intended for Stateside 
racing. Very rare - beware the 
imitator! These unusual engines 
were once popular with heroic 
chair racers. 


Prices 

High - if you find one. 


A75R Rocket 3 

740CC ohv triple II 5201b II 
35mpg Ill25mph 111968-72 


ARGUABLY THE FIRST superbike, 
the Rocket 3 was quite a sensation 
when launched, with its vivid 
acceleration, unconventional styling, 
high top speed and excellent 
steering. The bikes are in great 
demand, and can be expensive to 
run, although parts supply is good. 
Rewarding to own and ride, and can 
accept the disc brake and electric 
starter from the T160 Trident. 
Fascinating machines. 


Prices 

low £6500 II high £9000 


DOUGLAS 


T he small Bristol 

manufacturer which 
always seemed to be in 
financial difficulty, but which 
produced some interesting 
boxer twins with variable 


production quahty. Despite 
the BMW-hke across the 
frame flat twin design, with 
the crank’s axis in Hne with 
the frame’s centrehne, 

Douglas turned the drive 
through 90° and used a chain 
final drive rather than a shaft 
- unlike Velocette’s flat twins. 
Bikes are relatively rarely 
offered for sale outside of the 
owners’ club which is the only 
rehable source of spares. 

Mark Series 

348cc ohv flat twin II 3401b II 
65mpg II 75mph 


HARD TO FIND for sale, even 
harder to find on the road. Fine 
handling for their day, but a little 
fragile in the power dept. Once 
called ‘the Bugatti of motorcycles’. 
The engineering is innovative, with 
Douglas’ own take on suspension at 
both ends, including a truly unusual 
reliance upon torsion bars. The 
engines are sweet, smooth and 
gentle. Avoid the initial (teething 
troubled) T35 model. The Mk.3 
Sports is the acknowledged one to 
have; 80-Plus and 90-Plus sporting 
versions are faster and boast better 
brakes for a frighteningly high price. 


Prices 

low £3500 Jl high £5500 


Dragonfly 

348CC ohv flat twin II 3951b II 
55mpg II 75mph II 1954-57 

ODDLY STYLED TOURING 350 

twin, featuring Earles forks and a 
faired headlamp/petrol tank, as well 


as conventional rear suspension. An 
involving, unusual machine with a 
rev-happy engine providing almost 
adequate performance and with 
excellent steering, but dire brakes 
and limited specialist support. 


Prices 

low £3000 II high £5000 


FRANCIS-BARNETT 

P art of the AMG group, 

F-B built sturdy and 
plodding two-strokes 
using both the Piatti-designed 
AMG engine and the better 
Vilhers unit in a variety of 
capacities and styles. Not at 
present very highly regarded 
by the classic crowd, F-Bs are 
cheap enough to provide a lot 
of fun in the old bike miheu, 
and are rehable if looked after. 
Models to look out for include 
the amazingly styled Fulmar, 
which has a small AMG engine 
to propel its unusual frame, 
leading link front forks and 
swoopy bodywork slowly 
along, and the Gruiser twins 
(‘89 and ’91), which have 
almost acceptable 
performance. Prices for the 
whole range are similar and 
low. Owners’ clubs (its own, as 
well as the British Two- 
Stroke); scarce spares, apart 
from for the ViUiers engines. ^ 


Prices 

low £850 II high £1250 


GLASSIG BIKE GUIDE II APRIL 2015 105 


TRADINGPOST II BUYING GUIDE 


GREEVES 


B uilt in Thundersley, 
Essex, the Greeves 
range of lightweight, 
eompetition-based maehines 
were always a bit different 
from the more mundane 
eommuter bikes with whieh 
they shared the use of ViUiers 
engines. The most striking 
features are the alloy beam- 
based frame and leading-Hnk 
forks whieh used rubber in 
torsion as the spring medium. 
Any bike whieh eould be 
deseribed as ‘off-road’ will 
eommand a higher priee, but 
the roadster models, using 
both ViUiers singles and twin 
engines, ean provide superb 
steering, some style and a 
httle performanee. SUverstone 
road-raeers are highly eoveted 
by both eoUeetors and riders, 
whUe the East Coaster is the 
editor’s personal favourite. 


Prices 

low £2000 II high £2750 

HESKETH 


L aunehed at a wondering 
world as yet another 
Great British world- 
beater, Lord Hesketh’s monster 
V-twin turned out to be an 
expensive flop, largely beeause 
the splendid-looking power 
unit was inadequately 
developed and laeked the 
sophistieation required by 
those spending around £6000 


on a motoreyele. It was also 
panned by the press, although 
at least one of CBG's team 
likes them. Produetion of a 
sort dribbled on for years, 
ineluding a suggested relauneh 
using more modem suspension 
and brakes as weU as a bigger 
version of the original engine. 
There are stUl a few low 
mUeage examples about 
whieh eould make sense, 
espeeially if they have been 
updated with the ENIO kit of 
improved engine parts. Spares 
supply mostly exeeUent. The 
eurrent Hesketh eoneem is 
intent upon launehing a new 
range of V-twins using a 
proprietary powerplant rather 
than its own. 

VI 000 

992CC dohc V-twin II 5601b II 
35mpg Ill20mph 111982-84 

ALSO SOLD AS the Vampire with 
a striking full enclosure, the 
unfaired VIOOO is let down by a 
noisy engine, a stiff gearchange 
and a very tall riding position. The 
rest of the machine is pretty good, 
using the best parts from 
European suppliers of the day, and 
most of the faults can be 
eliminated with redesigned parts 
developed by Mick Broom. Many 
of the criticisms come from those 
who’ve never ridden one; those 
who ride them usually like them. 


Prices: 

low £10,000 II high £14,000 



1950 NORTON ES2 

Put into storage many moons ago by a wily engineer who 
disabled it by removing the saddle and gear lever, and 
sabotaging the decompressor, thus foiling any 
inexperienced rider who fancied a quick spin. Before that 
it ran well; still has good compression. 

SOLD FOR £3400 


JAMES 


T he other AMG two- 

stroke builder, probably 
most weU-known for its 
Cadet and Captain eommuters, 
whieh were very duU indeed. 
Onee again, the better buys are 
those whieh are powered by 
ViUiers rather than Piatti- 
designed AMG engines, and the 
very late (1966) Superswift twin 
is probably the one to find. 
Some maehines were buUt with 
the ViUiers 4T unit, whieh is a 
Utde less slow. The James 
Seooter (whieh was sold as the 
Matehless Papoose in the US!) is 
the one to avoid - unless you 
tmly are a eoUeetor of lost 
eauses. However, a lot of low- 
eost, high-amusement riding 
ean be had from any of the 
James range, and they ean’t 
depreeiate mueh. Like most 
British two-strokers, they have a 
dedieated band of expert fans. 


Prices 

low £850 II high £1250 


MATCHLESS 


T he onee-famous marque 
was offered a new lease 
of life from a new home 
in Newton Abbot in Devon. 
Only one model was offered; a 
Ro tax-engined 500ee single, 
either with or without eleetrie 
start, and with a seeond front 
brake dise to handle the power 
of the eleetrie start (a joke). 
The frame, designed by 
Triumph engineer Brian Jones, 
is oU-bearing, Ught and neat. 
Many spares are avaUable from 
either the eompany (LE 
Harris) or from Rotax. The 
G80 suffered from overprieing, 
sadly, and didn’t do weU. 

G80 

499cc ohc single II 3901b II 
55mpg Il95mph 111987-90 

EARLY STARTING AND finish 
problems would appear to have 
been overcome on the later bikes, 
and the G80 makes a pleasant, 
practical, comfortable classic styled 
bike for everyday use. If you have a 
choice, opt for the electric start and 
twin front discs and accept that 
you’ll pay more for one of those. 


Prices 

low £2000 II high £4000 


NORTON 


A n AMG company from 
1953, Norton moved 
from its Birmingham 
base to the London AMG 
works in 1963 as part of the 
parent company’s struggle to 
stay afloat. The company built 
a wide range of machines 
including side valve sloggers, 
ohc singles and ohv twins. 
Eamously better roadholding 
than the Triumph competition 
although many riders prefer 
the Triumph’s perky power 
dehvery: always more 
expensive than BSA, AJS or 
Matchless equivalents. 
Eollowing the AMG crash of 
’66, the new Norton ViUiers 
concern concentrated on 
twins, launching the 
Gommando in 1967 and 
relying on variants on this 
theme until production 
ceased in 1977. A revived 
successor company produced 
several hundred twin-rotor 
Wankel engined machines 
between 1983 and 1992, 
which have become accepted 
as classics despite their 
strangeness. The modem 
range of 961 Gommandos is 
stiU current, so not 
considered here, yet. Spares 
supply is exceUent for the 
classic twins, reasonable for 
the singles; Ukewise for the 
rotaries despite the demise of 
the factory. An exceUent 
owners’ club, which supplies 
an increasing range of 
obscure spares. 

Jubilee 

249cc ohv twin II 3501b II 75mpg 
II 65mph II 1958-66 


WELL-DESIGNED BUT 

underdeveloped and sometimes 
poorly assembled unit construction 
twin engine in AMC group lightweight 
chassis. Suffered from oil leaks, 
mechanical disasters and the Wipac 
electrical bits. Deluxe version looks 
smart if you like skirts. The James- 
style forks and wheels deny 
credibility from an otherwise 
interesting machine. The unit 
construction lightweight twin engine 
is an intriguing design; easy to work 
on, and should be robust, with its 
huge main and big end bearings. 
Oddly, its reputation is less than that. 


Prices 

low £1700 II high £2300 
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Navigator 

349cc ohv twin II 3501b II 65mpg 
II 75mph II 1960-65 


ENLARGED AND MORE useful 
Jubilee with Roadholder forks and 
an Sin front brake. Enough 
performance for cruising the 
byways and excellent handling. 
Expensive (for a lightweight) but 
wieldyand manageable. Handsome 
too, in a baby-Dommi way, and 
quick enough, if not fast. 


Prices 

low £2000 II high £2400 


Electra 

394cc ohv twin II 3601b II 55mpg 
II 75mph II 1963-65 


RARE ELECTRIC START version of 
the Navigator with a few more cc and 
indicators. The best of the 
lightweights and pretty civilised for 
1963. Provided the electrical system’s 
in decent condition, the starter is 
reliable enough too. Light and agile, 
with great steering and stopping. 


Prices 

low £2000 II high £3200 


Model 50 

348cc ohv single. 4001b, 
75mpg, 75mph. 1956-63 


GENTLE TRADITIONAL BRIT 

single with nice manners and gentle 
performance. Post ’59 models are 
the most expensive, with the famous 
featherbed frame, decent lights and 
good looks, but the earlier non- 
featherbed machines are charming, 
much cheaper and have a better 
riding position. Very few survive, 
most were turned into Tritons... 


Prices 

low £2500 II high £4500 


Model 40 

349c ohc single II 3401b II 65mpg 
II 85mph II 1946-58 


FUSSY CAMSHAFT SINGLE, aka 

the International, a distant road- 
going relative of the racing Manx 
models. Featherbed bikes are best, 
but ludicrously expensive. Experts 
are out there; identifying them is 
rarely easy. Parts are available, but 
are never wallet-friendly. 


Prices 

low £20,000 II high £30,000 



1954 NORTON ES2 

Good sound straight frame, complete with plunger units, 
Frame and model numbers clearly stamped. Long 
Roadholders present and complete. Engine and gearbox 
are there but stripped down and incomplete. The petrol 
tank is rusted through. 

SOLD FOR £1295 


88 


16H 

490cc sv single II 3651b II 55mpg 
II 65mph II 1945-55 


MOST UN-NORTON-LIKE slogger 
with less performance than a modern 
125. They do have much charm 
though, and some riders prefer them 
to BSA’s equivalent M20, which was 
also a favourite with Second World 
War soldier DRs. Used to be found 
with chair attached and completely 
worn out, now usually observed at 
military revivalist meetings. 


Prices 

low £2450 II high £4000 


Model 18 /ES2 

490cc ohv single II 3801b, 
60mpg II 75mph II 1947-62 


NORTON’S TRADITIONAL BRIT 

single. An average performer in all 
areas until the featherbed frame gave 
it brilliant handling for 1959. Again, 
it’s a pleasant bike, but a lot of the 
late ones were converted into Tritons. 
Opinion suggests that they are one of 
the best British singles. The Model 
18 (1945-54) is essentially the 
plunger ES2 less the plungers; i.e. it 
retained the earlier rigid frame but 
used the Roadholder front end. 


Prices 

low £3200 II high £4800 


ES2 Mk.2& 
Model 50 Mk.2 

1964-66 


MATCHLESS MACHINES WITH 

Norton badges and bearing no 
resemblance to Teal’ ES2s. Built for 
some odd marketing reason for a 
short time prior to the AMC collapse. 
Very rare now; price as AJS 350/500, 
plus invisible rarity factor. 

Model 7 

497cc ohv twin II 4131b II 60mpg 
Il90mpg 111948-52 


AN UNUSUAL NORTON twin, 
with a gentle iron-head version of 
the Dominator twin engine in a 
plunger bicycle similar to that of the 
ES2. Handling nowhere near 
featherbed class, but an interesting 
and comfortable machine. 
Debatable whether it’s really worth 
any more than the equivalent BSA 
A7, but always priced higher. 


Prices 

low £3000 II high £4500 


497cc ohv twin II 4201b II 60mpg 
Il90mph 111951-66 


THE FIRST FEATHERBED- 
FRAMED roadster twin and a fine 
motorcycle. Brilliant steering, 
excellent brakes and smooth (if a 
little noisy) motor make for a good 
time. Frame layout can produce 
leg-ache after a long run. Also 
available as the 88SS, which had 
twin carbs, a siamesed exhaust and 
was quite quick. 


Prices 

low £5000 II high £7500 


Model 30 (International) 

490cc ohc single II 3601b II 
60mpg Il95mph 111946-58 


CAMMY SPORTS SINGLE which 
offered similar performance to the 
88 twin but required much more 
effort to achieve it. Good looks, 
class and oil leaks fail to justify the 
incredible prices. Camshaft kudos 
is invaluable, however. 


Prices 

low £14,500 II high £25,000 


Model 19 

596CC ohv single II 3851b II 
60mpg II 70mph II 1955-57 

MONSTER 600 SINGLE for the 

chair pullers with little to commend 
it except rarity. Suffix ‘S’ stands for 
Sprung (not Sports, silly) and ‘R’ for 
Rigid. Very long stroke engine 
makes it a master at climbing 
mountains as well as hard to start. 


Prices 

low £3000 II high £3700 


Big 4 

596cc sv single II 4001b II 50mpg 
II 65mph II 1947-54 


PREWAR RELIC INTENDED to 

haul vast loads great distances very 
slowly. Overpriced by the name on 
the tank. Rare spares. 


Prices 

low £3000 II high £4500 


Model 77 

RARE TWIN; BASICALLY a 99 

engine in a non-featherbed 
swinging arm bicycle very similar to 
the same-year ES2. Comfortable, 
calm bike to ride, and intended 
mainly for sidecar use. US riders 
could buy the Nomad, a desert sled 
version of this machine with great 
styling and better performance. 


Prices 

low £3500 II high £4500 
(Nomad a lot more) 


99 

596cc ohv twin II 4201b II 55mpg 
II lOOmph II 1956-62 


STRETCHED 88 WITH a little more 
speed and vibration. One of the best 
of the entire Dominator series. 

Shared the same cycle parts as the 
other featherbed twins and 
developed with them. Single carb, 
gained an alternator in 1958 and the 
slimmer slimline featherbed in 1959. ^ 
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1960 ROYAL ENFIELD CRUSADER 

Not used since its last MoT in 1975. Rechromed, wheels 
rebuilt with s/s spokes; new battery and a new float valve 
in the carb got it up and running. Old paperwork, buff 
logbook, spares book and original workshop manual. 

SOLD FOR £2000 


Prices 

low £5500 II high £7500 

650SS / Mercury 

646cc ohv twin II 4201b II 50mpg 
II llOmph II 1960-69 


STRETCHED 99 WITH better 
performance, greater vibration and 
the slimline featherbed chassis. 
Very fast but harsh with it. The final 
featherbed twin was the Mercury, 
built alongside the Commando until 
1969 with a single carb, light 
mudguarding and no tacho. 
Possibly the most pleasant 
featherbed twin. 


Prices 

low £5000 II high £6500 


Atlas 

745cc ohv twin II 4201b II 50mpg 
IlllOmph 111963-68 


STRETCHED 650 WITH no more 
go but plenty of vibes. Huge 
amount of torque makes for a very 
relaxed cruiser, but vibration spoils 
the thrill of the acceleration. Still a 
good bike, and rewarding to ride, 
although much overshadowed by 
the Commando in the classic era. 


Prices 

low £5000 II high £6500 


N15 

745cc ohv twin II 4201b II 45nipg 
IlllOmph 111964-68 


NORTON ATLAS ENGINE in a 

Matchless chassis and off-road 


clothes makes for a wild early trail 
bike. Mainly sold in the US as 
‘desert sleds’. Loads of noise, vibes, 
excitement. Strangely, the Atlas 
engine shakes rather less in the 
Matchless’s lugged frame than in 
Norton’s all-welded featherbed. 


Prices 

low £5500 II high £7500 


P11/P11A/ Ranger 750 

745cc ohv twin II 4001b II 45mpg 
IlllOmph 111965-69 


DEFINITIVE US DESERT racer, 
with the Atlas lump in Matchless 
G85 CS scrambler cycle parts 
making a beast of a bike. Very rare 
and very fine street scrambler. 


Prices 

low £7000 II high £9000 


Commando 

745cc ohv twin II 4501b II 55mpg 
II 125mph II 1968-73 
828cc ohv twin II 4501b II 50mpg 
II 120mph II 1973-77 


THE LAST STRETCH of the 

nominator engine. The increasing 
vibration was tamed by the Isolastic 
rubber frame mounts, at the 
expense of some steering precision. 
Early versions used what was 
basically an Atlas engine; the 850 
was much more refined, less prone 
to oil loss and less rapid. Sold as 
Fastback (with unusual styling), 
Fastback LR (bigger tank). 

Roadster (small tank), ‘S’ (high 
pipes and small tank), HiRider 
(bizarre custom thing). Interstate 


(vast tanked tourer), John Player 
Special (fake racer) and as a real 
proddie racer. 1975 brought us the 
Mk.3, complete with a single disc 
brake at each end and an electric 
start. This was the butt of much 
humour at the time, but modern 
replacement starter motors cure it. 
Possibly the best Brit twin, certainly 
a genuine British superbike, with all 
the charm of the big engine without 
the vibration. Spares supply is 
excellent: endless opportunities to 
upgrade engine and ancillaries. 
Superb owners’ club. 


Prices 

low £4500 II high £8500 


Classic 

588cc twin rotary II 4981b II 
40mpg IlllOmph 111988-89 


THE FIRST CIVILIAN rotary 
Norton. Neat traditional style and 
unique performance. One hundred 
and one built and sold. Check that 
it really is a Classic and not a 
reupholstered police Interpol 2. 


Prices 

low £7000, high £11,000 


Interpol 2 

588cc twin rotary II 4981b II 
40mpg II llOmph II 1983-88 


THE MOST COMMON of the rotary 
series. Built for police and fleet use, 
the spine frame and ultra-smooth 
rotary engine, allied to a BMW RT- 
style fairing, fully enclosed drive 
chain and hard Craven-type 
panniers produced an excellent 
touring machine. All rotaries 
depend on informed maintenance. 
Modern ignition systems and 
lubricants liberate them from their 
early unreliability. Marzocchi forks 
and Brembo brakes add to the 
riding pleasure. Buy with care, or 
budget for a specialist rebuild 
before use. 


Prices 

low £4000 II high £5500 


Commander 

588cc l/c twin rotary II 4981b II 
40mpg IlllOmph 111988-93 

NORTON REPUCED THE air- 
cooled Interpol 2 with the more 
refined liquid-cooled Commander. 
Built in parallel for fleet/police use 
and the civilian market, it replaced 
the Italian components with running 
gear from Yamaha’s XJ900. Excellent 
fairing, and twin batteries to provide 


confidence for private users as well as 
major electricals for the police. Early 
machines offered only non-removable 
hard panniers, while the last ones 
were fitted with detachable Krauser 
items. Buy with care; rotary engines 
respond badly to neglect but are fast 
and reliable when properly set up. 

Prices 

low £5000 II high £7500 


FI 

588cc twin rotary II 162kg II 
32mpg II 135mph II 1990-92 

IF YOU WANT to preserve for 
posterity, buy an original El, if you 
want to ride a bike, buy the later El 
Sport. Water-cooled rotormotor with 
Yamaha gearbox in exotic alloy 
beam chassis and staggering 
styling. Overheats in traffic, but 
brilliant to ride. Superb handling 
and considerable rapidity. Buy a 
bike only with a known history and 
preferably a service record. 


Prices 

low £14,000 II high £18,000 


PANTHER 


B uilt by Phelon & Moore 
in Gleckheaton, 
Yorkshire, Panther 
motoreyeles inspire huge 
loyalty in their owners and 
seem to spur them on to 
ineredible feats. As well as the 
galaxy-spanning big slopers, 
P&M built a range of Hghter 
four-stroke singles and a 
range of two-stroke 
hghtweights powered by the 
ubiquitous Villiers engines 
and featuring Earles forks. 
Also imported the Terrot 
seooter in a vain tilt at the 
seooter market. Panthers have 
httle performanee but great 
eharm. Aetive and eompletely 
eeeentrie owners’ elub. 

Spares okay. 

Models 65/75 

248/348CC ohv singles II 
340/350lb II 75/65mpg II 
63/72mph II 1947-62 


A PAIR OF very traditional British 
singles with a pedigree dating back 
to Boadicea at least. Rugged, 
simple, immortal and distinctly non- 
sporting, they were equipped with 
about the best tele-forks to have 
been made in Britain; Dowty’s 
‘Oleomatic’ (pump-up, air-sprung) 
units. Worth a ride for these alone. 
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Prices 

low £1750 II high £2500 


Model 100 

598cc ohv single II 4401b II 
SOmpg II 75mph II 1946-63 

INTENDED AS A chairpuller, and 
looking quite odd without one, they 
have immense reliability, leak 
hugely and run on for years. Built 
for durability rather than looks. 
Supremely charming to own. One 
of Brit biking’s great characters. 


Prices 

low £3000 II high £4000 


Model 120 

646cc ohv single II 4401b II 
55mpg II 80mph 111959-65 

ENLARGED BUT LITTLE 

different. ‘Notably more troubled 
than the Model 100’ said historian 
Steve Wilson. Some spares are very 
rare, but the owners’ club can 
usually help. 


Prices 

low £2800 II high £4000 


ROYAL ENFIELD 


F rom its Redditch works, 
RE built a respectable 
range of staid singles and 
twins which were at one time 
mosdy famous for their 
inabihty to retain their oil. The 
company Hsted two ranges of 
singles, one based on the 
BuUet and the other on the 
unit-construction Crusader. 
There was also a rather nice 
Vilhers powered 250, the 
Turbo Twin, which is very 
rare. The twins came in 500, 
700 and 750 capacities, 
arguably the best of which 
were the late Interceptors, 
which have Norton forks and 
front wheel and go as well as 
they look. All heavy models 
used the Albion gearbox, 
which was outdated by 1956 
and can be slow through the 
gears with an odd neutral- 
finder lever to play with. 
Spares for most models are 
very good, with much 
interchange between Brit-built 
Bullets and their Indian 
descendants. 

Clipper 

248CC ohv single II 3501b II 


85mpg II 60mph II 1953-57 

GENTLE AND RARE. Even rose- 
tinted retro-vision doesn’t help 
much with the performance. 


Prices 

low £1750 II high £2200 


Crusader 

248cc ohv single II 3301b II 
75mpg II 75mph II 1956-66 

UNIT CONSTRUCTION SINGLE 

with good handling and oil leaks. 
Also offered with a five-speed 
gearbox (the Super 5) which 
had something of a reputation 
for unreliability. 


Prices 

low £1750 II high £2500 


Continental 

248CC ohv single II 3201b II 
65mpg II 80mph II 1962-67 


RESTYLED VERSION OF the five- 
speed Crusader, with more waft, 
vibration and oil leaks. Odd semi- 
racer styling on the GT model. 


Prices 

low £2200 II high £3000 


Bullet 

346cc ohv single II 3651b II 
70mpg II 70mph II 1949-63 


ENFIELD’S RATHER 
UNDERRATED version of the 
traditional Brit single, distinguished 
by intriguing detail design. Less 
common 500 version with more 
torque is perhaps a better machine, 
but both steer extremely well. 
British-built Bullets much more 
valued than Indian ones. 


Prices 

low £2000 II high £4000 


Meteor Minor 

496cc ohv twin II 4201b, 60mpg 
II 85mph 111959-63 


DEVELOPED FROM THE rare 
‘500 Twin’, the small RE twin is 
a much underrated machine 
which goes and handles very well, 
although some spares can 
be elusive. 


Prices 

low £2500 II high £3200 


Bullet /Electra/ 
Continental 

499cc ohv single II 3901b, 
SOmpg II SOmph II 1955-present 


PRODUCTION OF BULLETS 

continued in Chennai, India, long 
after it ended in Blighty. Quality 
dubious until mid-1990s, 
incremental improvements since 
then. Official UK bikes always built 
to a better standard than grey 
imports. Electra-X came with lean- 
burn engine and five-speed 
gearbox. Euel injection and unit 
construction from 2007. Latest 
version boosted to 535cc for 
cafe racer Continental GT model. 
Heaps of choice, great value, 
excellent spares supply and 
enthusiast suppliers. 


Prices 

low £1500 II high £3000 


Super Meteor 

692cc ohv twin II 4301b II 55mpg 
II lOOmph II 1952-60 


ANOTHER UNDERRATED TWIN, 

with good manners and excellent 
rideability. Very good tourer. 
Developed into the Constellation for 
1959, with better styling, better 
handling, less reliability and 
llOmph. Try one and be 
(pleasantly) surprised. 


Prices 

low £2500 II high £3200 


Constellation / 
Interceptor IVIk.1 


692/736CC ohv twin II 4351b II 
llOmph II 1958-68 


A RACE-BRED sports development 
of the Super Meteor. Very fast but 
earned a deserved reputation for 
fragility and external lubrication. 

The later and larger Interceptor 
Mk.l was a little better. 


Prices 

low £3000 II high £4200 


Interceptor Mk.2 

736cc ohv twin II 4421b II 
112mph 111968-70 


A SERIOUS CONTENDER for 

Britain’s best-ever big (parallel) twin. 
A super redesign of the old engine 
lifted it into the near-bulletproof 
bracket. Crushingly handsome good 
looks, good handling and an 
immense power spread, no oil leaks. 
Norton forks and front brake are 
very effective, and the only letdown 
is the gearbox, which has a chasm 
between third and top. The 
Rickman-framed offspring is sheer 
magic, but it was all too late to stop 
RE from going under. 


Prices 

low £4000 II high £4500 


SCOTT 


ade postwar in 
Birmingham by the 
Aerco Jig and Tool 
Company, which took over 
production from the Shipley ^ 



1964 CHENEY TRIUMPH 


This chunky creation may need a little TLC to put back 
on the road as it's not been used for some time but has 
been kept in dry storage. The motor is reportedly a 750 
twin, although it's stamped with a TR6 engine number. 
Bet those pipes sound fruity... 

SOLD FOR £3225 
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factory and compromised the 
long-established specification 
with sophistication that just 
seemed to add weight. An 
intriguing mix of old and 
almost modem with sweet 
manners if you’re not in a 
great hurry. Always remember 
that aU Scott engines are two- 
stroke twins and are not like 
any other engine you’U have 
encountered before. Only ever 
buy one from someone you 
tmst and who knows what 
they’re seUing. Fascinating 
machines, with ingenious 
solutions to problems you 
didn’t know existed. 

Squirrel 

596cc 2-stroke twin II 4001b II 
SOmpg II 80mph II 1947-mid 60s 


QUIRKY, TORQUEY, AND for the 

individualist only. Unique. Absorbing 
to own and rewarding to ride. 


Prices 

low £4500 II high £6500 


SUNBEAM 

T he Sunbeam name was 
acquired by BSA (from 
AMG) during the 
Second World War and was 
relaunched in ’46 as an 
upmarket tourer. Sadly, the 
S7/S8 series machines were 
never fully developed and 
sales were disappointing. 
Most wearing spares available 
from one major and expert 


source. Clever engineering, 
well made and a tme 
alternative to all other British 
SOOcc parallel twins. 

S7/S8 

490cc ohc inline twin II 4901b II 
55mpg II 80mph II 1946-57 

INTENDED AS THE ideal touring 
motorcycle, with a rubber mounted, 
unit construction, understressed 
power unit, driving via a shaft. 
Comfortable and handsome but the 
S7 was let down by sluggish 
performance and ponderous 
handling. The S8 looked slimmer, 
with its BSA front forks and brake, 
and steered a little better. 
Something of an heroic failure. 
Always worth consideration if style 
is more important than speed. 


Prices 

low £3600 II high £5000 


TRIUMPH 


hese chaps started the 
British obsession with 
parallel twins just before 
the 1939-45 war and kept 
them in production until 1988 
(latterly at the LF Harris works 
in Devon), before John Bloor 
began again at Hinckley. The 
excellent availability of spares 
for most of the postwar models 
makes them very popular with 
riders in the classic world, and 
they are indeed very practical 
and plentiful bikes. Huge 
numbers of US-spec Bonnies 


and Tridents have come back 
from the States, along with 
quantities of NOS spares. 
Triumphs are often 
mechanically noisy, and with 
less than perfect steering on 
the 50s and early-60s twins. 
Triumph also built some oddly 
pleasant scooters - they’re 
really alternative! Spares 
supply is ample (but quality 
variable); the owners’ club is 
active and enthusiastic, and 
both twins and triples have 
benefited greatly from modem 
re-engineered components. If 
you absolutely must have a 
Triumph then you’ll happily 
pay the price premium which 
the badge commands: but if 
you started here simply 
because it’s a fanuliar name 
then go look at BSAs for a 
softer entry to classic Brits. 
Early Hinckley Triumphs 
have achieved ‘classic’ status 
already: look out for them in 
a future issue. 

Tiger Cub 

199cc ohv single II 2301b II 
85mpg II 65mph 


DEVELOPED FROM THE earlier 
150cc Terrier, the Tiger Cub was a 
great learner bike of its day. Sold in 
off-road form as well as roadster, 
many have also been converted for 
use in pre-65 trials. Some suffered 
from weird wiring and weak brakes 
and big end. The late ones are best, 
with the BSA Bantam rolling chassis. 
Massively popular, and priced way 
beyond their performance. 


Prices 

low £2000 II high £5000 


TR25, Blazer SS 

249cc ohv single II 3201b II 
55mpg II 80mph 111971-72 


A NEAT STREET scrambler based 
around the BSA B25, which is 
identical bar the styling and badges. 
Don’t be put off by their poor 
reputation; used sensibly, with 
frequent oil changes, they can be fun 
and practical to ride. Triumphs appear 
to fetch higher prices than BSA, oddly. 
The oil-bearing frame is excellent; two 
different front brakes were used, both 
can be made to work well. Earlier 
TR25W Trophy is as uninspired as the 
BSA Starfire, which it really is. 


Prices 

low £1750 II high £2500 



1973 TRIUMPH TR5T 

Runs quietly with no rattles, no oil leaks, easy to start. 
Clutch, gears, brakes all okay, lights work. 14,000 miles, 
original muffler, good seat cover. Chrome all good, dent 
free fuel tank. Nice easy light restoration or use as is. 

SOLD FOR £4750 



3TA 

348cc ohv twin II 3601b II 70mpg 
II 80mph 111957-68 


ALSO CALLED THE 21 (21cu in = 
350cc), this was the first unit- 
construction Triumph. Bizarre 
‘bathtub’ rear end styling makes them 
stand out; odd handling, feeble brakes 
and occasional sparks make you 
wonder why they sold so well. Sporty 
version was the Tiger 90, which was 
nicer and lasted a year longer. 


Prices 

low £2750 II high £3650 


5T Speed Twin 

498cc ohv twin II 3751b II 65mpg 
II 90mph 111946-57 


EARLY POSTWAR MODELS have 
weak forks and brakes, copious leaks, 
rattles and poor roadholding. No 
wonder they sold well! Avoid anything 
with a sprung hub if you enjoy riding 
rapidly. Engine is sweet and willing, 
however, and just a few miles will 
reveal the reason for the enduring 
popularity of Triumph’s twins. 


Prices 

low £3500 II high £5000 


Tiger 100 

498cc ohv twin II 3701b II 60mpg 
II lOOmph II 1946-57 


SPORTS VERSION OF the 5T, 

with same comments and more 
performance. The all alloy engine is 
a rattler, but is a mover - it’s a 
shame so many ended up in Tritons 
and Tribsas. Riding an early 
swinging arm model can be (a little 
too) exciting, though the off-road 
models are simply superb. 


Prices 

low £4000 II high £5800 


5TA 

498cc ohv twin II 3851b II 50mpg 
II 85mph II 1958-66 


THE UNIT-CONSTRUCTION 

replacement for the 5T, with 
‘bathtub’ rear enclosure, puny frame 
and a monster front mudguard. 

Crisp engine, interesting handling at 
speed. The engine is faster than the 
frame; excitement guaranteed. The 
TIOOA was the first unit Tiger 100; 
looked more like a motorcycle, and 
lasted until ’61. It was followed by 
the TIOOSS (1962-65), the TlOO 
(1966), took a great leap forward to 
become the TIOOS (1967-70) and 
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the TIOOT (1967-70) with a quicker 
motor. This became the TIOOC 
(1971-72) and finally the TIOOR 
Daytona (1971-73). Later models 
are usually better. Original bathtub 
enclosures are now very hard to find 
(riders of the time did the wise thing 
and binned them) although 
remanufactured items surface every 
so often. Practical fun bikes. 


Prices 

low £2500 II high £4500 


TR5T Adventurer 

498cc ohv twin II 3301b II 50mpg 
II 80mph 111973-74 


TRIUMPH 500 TWIN engine in oil- 
bearing 250 single scrambler cycle 
parts. Fairly rare, under-geared but 
handsome, popular and frisky. One 
of the most peculiar exhausts ever 
and unique instruments! 


Prices 

low £4500 II high £6000 


TRW 

498cc sv twin II 3751b II 65mpg II 
70mph II 1948-65 


QUIETLY CHARMING MILITARY 

machine; delightful if leisurely. 

Rigid rear end and sprung saddle 
provides Vintage’ feel, with added 
benefit of reasonable brakes. Many 
parts interchangeable with Trophy 
trials model, so many were 
converted. Many were civilianised 
after being demobbed; modern 
ironies find numerous examples 
now converted back to military trim, 


Prices 

low £3400 II high £5000 


6TThunderbird 

649cc ohv twin II 4001b II 60mpg 
Il95mph 111950-61 


BIG, SOFT AND smoothish tourer 
with customary Triumph plus and 
minus points. Sports version was the 
Tiger 110 (1954-61), which was 
faster without too much vibration. 
The iron-head 650 with a sprung 
hub frame is viewed by some as the 
best of all Triumphs, and they are 
excellent riding machines. 


Prices 

low £4500 II high £5700 


TR6 Trophy 

649cc ohv twin II 4001b II 55mpg 
II 105mph II 1954-73 



1937VELOCETTE MSS 

Prewar touring Velo 500s rarely surface for sale and prices 
are tricky to guesstimate. This one received an engine 
transplant back in 1948 so combines the benefits of the 
later, roller- bearing motor with the vintage charm of the 
girder fork front end. Estimated to sell for £6000 to £7000. 
SOLD FOR £7955 


AMERICAN-ORIGINATED SEMI 

off-roader which through the years 
evolved for the UK as a roadster 
replacement for the Thunderbird, 
with more stability and similar 
performance. Bonneville 
improvements usually ended up on 
the Trophies too, and many 
consider the single-carb engines to 
be sweeter than the twin-carb 
Bonnies. Engine prefix TR6P 
denotes an ex-police bike. The 
Thunderbird name was used for the 
late (1981-83) short-stroke TR65; 
an excellently revvy rider’s machine 
but fairly unusual. 


Prices 

low £4000 II high £6000 


T120 Bonneville 

649cc ohv twin II 400lb II 50mpg 
IlllOmph II 1959-62 


SUPER-SPORTS PRE-UNIT 650; 

always a favourite among the cafe 
racers, with lots of power, noise, 
shakes and wild handling at speed. 
A cracker, but beware fake lash-ups 
at high prices. The Bonneville name 
adds a load to the price, but if you 
must have one... 


Prices 

low £7000 II high £12,000 


T120 Bonneville 

649cc ohv twin II 4101b II 50mpg 
II 115mph II 1963-74 


THE UNIT BONNIE. The most 
famous British twin of them all; 
hugely well documented development 
history fills many books (buy one!). 
1966-70 bikes fetch the highest 
prices and are arguably the best of a 
good bunch. 1971-74 oily framed 
five-speeders (T120V) are the safest, 
with a disc as well as the fifth gear, 
and they are easily the cheapest. 


Prices 

low £3000 II high £12000 


T1 50 /T1 60 Trident 

740CC ohv triple II 5031b II 
37mpg Ill20mph 111968-75 

FAST AND EXCITING, with 
excellent steering. The disc-braked 
versions stop well, and the electric 
start T160 is a very fine all-rounder 
indeed. A little more money, reliability 
and further development could have 
kept it in production. Everyone 
should have one, at least once. Good 
spares supply; several specialists 
have continued development and 


improved reliability, but they still 
require dedicated owner input. 


Prices 

low £5800 II high £7500 


T1 40 Bonneville 750 

744cc ohv twin II 4401b II 50mpg 
IlllOmph 111973-88 


A SYMBOL OF the dark days of 
industrial unrest at Triumph’s 
Meriden, Coventry works, the 
Bonnie somehow weathered the 
storm and remained available. It 
sold on character alone, and was 
kept in production after the final 
demise of the Triumph 
Engineering Co by LE Harris, 
finally being withdrawn in 1988 to 
make way for his new Matchless 
G80 model. First T140s were 
actually 725cc, but those are rare 
now. UK versions suffered from 
some dire styling, while the US 
versions always looked a lot better. 
Early models are usually faster, 
though as the years passed and 
development resources shrank, 
the big battle was to maintain 
compliance with US emissions 
standards. This effectively reduced 
the performance to keep down the 
noise. Late machines are arguably 
the best, with some very attractive 
limited edition models, and with a 
usually effective electric start 
taking the strain. The Bing carbs 
are less desirable, but the US 
market demanded them, and it’s 
easy enough to regain that lost 
performance. Affordable and 
reliable, if not as charming as 
older incarnations. The first and 
last of the classic Brit twins? 


Prices 

low £3200 II high £6000 

TR7 Tiger 750 

SINGLE CARB VERSION of the 

Bonnie. Similar performance, less 
charisma than the T140, but in many 
ways a preferable machine. 

Smoother, usually, easier to keep in 
tune, and a little more frugal, not least 
because of the single Amal carb. 
Super-rare bright yellow TR7T Tiger 
Trail is a gem... if you can find one. 


Prices 

low £3200 II high £4500 


TSX 

A FASCINATING ATTEMPT by 

Meriden Triumph to produce a ‘soft 
chopper’ - a factory custom. 
Bonneville powerplant and main 
frame, but with clever styling tweaks 
and a fat back wheel coupled with 
many detail changes to produce a 
striking and unusual machine. Eew 
sold, so rare and overpriced. 


Prices 

low £5000 II high £7500 


TSS 

744cc ohv twin II 4201b II 45mpg 
II 120mph II 1982-83 


A BONNIE WITH an eight-valve 
head. A little more performance 
and a certain cachet, maybe, but 
uncertain reliability. The machine 
should have provided a sporting 
performance, and was certainly 
faster than a contemporary T140, 
but a lack of development » 
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1961 VELOCETTE VICEROY 

Horizontally opposed twin-cylinder two-stroke engine, 
four-speed foot change so no fiddly cable/twistgrip gears. 
Shaft drive with proper telescopic front forks straight off 
the LE. Engine turns over with good compression, 
gears/clutch and transmission (shaft drive) also work. 
Controls are free and smooth, tyres hold air. 

SOLD FOR £4350 


resources denied it a decent run. 
Eight-valves, twin (discs, an electric 
start an(d subtle styling - as well as 
rarity - comma n(d high prices. 


Prices 

low £5000 II high £7500 


VELOCETTE 

O ne of the most 

individual of English 
bike builders, 

Veloeette’s great postwar hope 
was the LE flat twin, whieh 
was expeeted to sell in vast 
numbers as a bike for 
everyman. It didn’t, and the 
Hall Green faetory had 
eontinual eash-flow diffieulties 
as a result. Even so, the 
eompany built some great 
singles until the money finally 
ran out in 1971. Enthusiasts 
provide a wide range of 
improvements for the Veloee 
original, and aU the singles 
eommand higher priees than 
most other Brit equivalents. 

LE 

192CC sv l/c flat twin II 2501b II 
100+mpg II 55mph II 1949-71 

A TRULY HEROIC (commercial) 
failure. For years, British 
motorcyclists ha(d crie(d out for a 
water-coole(d, silent, sophisticatetd, 
shaft-(driven bike with built-in 
legshiel(ds. But they (di(dn’t buy it, 
probably because it was too 
civilise(d, o(d(d-looking or just 
gutless. LEs are pleasant little 
machines with a style of their own. 


a (de(dicate(d following an(d their own 
owners’ club. The ohv unfairetd 
Valiant roatdster was frail but flew. 


Prices 

low £1650 II high £1950 


Vogue 

192CC sv l/c flat twin II 3301b II 
95mpg II 55mph II 1963-68 


AN ATTEMPT AT uptdating the LE 
with neat glass fibre bo(dywork. Very 
attractive anid practical bike, but 
with less performance than the Ariel 
Lea(der. Rare now. 


Prices 

low £2500 II high £3200 


MAC 

349cc ohv single II 3701b II 
70mpg II 75mph II 1952-60 


VELO’S OWN TRADITIONAL Brit 
single is a charming machine with 
goo(d steering anid reliability. An 
excellent working bike; easy-starting, 
smooth, nimble an(d comfortable. 
I(deal intro(duction to the marque. 


Prices 

low £4000 II high £5500 


Viper 

349cc ohv single II 3901b II 
60mpg II 85mph II 1956-69 

SWEET 350 SPORTSTER whose 
roa(dhol(ding outperforms the 
engine. Like most traiditional Brit 
heavyweight 350s, its bigger 
brother solid better. 


Prices 

low £4500 II high £5500 


MSS 

499cc ohv single II 4001b II 
60mpg II 80mph II 1953-68 

GENTLE TOURING 500. The last 
of a breeid, with gooid steering, 
comfort anid reliability; plus the 
traiditional separate gearbox. 

Miller electrics anid strange clutch. 
Probably the easiest of the 
Velo singles to live with, boasting 
goo(d main roaid performance, 
fine hanidling and always 
adequate braking. 

Prices 

low £4000 II high £5800 


Venom 

499cc ohv single II 4001b II 
55mpg Il95mph 111956-68 

SPORTS SINGLE IN the old 

tradition. Quick, precise steering and 
high cruising speeds make it a 
desirable machine. Although 
outdated by the 1960s, Velo 
enthusiasts kept it in production 
after all its rivals had fallen. Venom 
Clubman is the most highly-prized, 
highly priced and hard to ride. 


Prices 

low £5500 II high £8500 


Thruxton 

499cc ohv single II 3901b II 
50mpg II 105mph II 1964-71 


LAST OF THE line, and priced 
alongside BSA Gold Stars and Inter 
Nortons. With which they share the 
market’s stratosphere. Often tough 
to start, requiring The knowledge’ to 
make them give their best, they are 
only suited to the truly committed 
(and wealthy). 


Prices 

low £7500 II high £12,000 


E&OE 

** There will be errors and there 
are eertainly omissions. 
Gorreeting them is likely to be 
too big a task for the GBG 
simpletons, so your assistanee 
will always be appreeiated. If you 
want us to add/remove/improve 
an entry, drop a note to 


VINCENT 


P robably the most widely 
diseussed British 
marque of all time, this 
small builder of high-quality, 
expensive motoreyeles 
soldiered on with its high 
performanee twins until 1955, 
when even rebadging NSU 
tiddlers eouldn’t save them. 
Considering their ultra-high 
value, it is good to see so 
many on the road. Spares 
plentiful, if rather expensive. 
A superb owners’ elub and 
riding eommunity ensures 
their survival and desirabihty. 

Comet 

499cc ohv single II 4001b II 
60mpg II 85mph 111948-54 


HALF OF THE famous V-twin (half 
the size, half the appeal, less than half 
the price), the Comet shares most of 
its cycle parts with the big twins, 
which keeps up the cost, but has a 
Burman gearbox rather than Vincent’s 
own, making it a little less charismatic 
in the eyes of some. Good to ride, 
quick and with excellent steering. 


Prices 

low £15,000 II high £20,000 


1000 

998CC ohv V-twin II 4601b II 
50mpg II 120mph II 1950-55 


SOLD AS A tourer (Rapide), 
sportster (Shadow) and fully enclosed 
super tourer (Black Prince), the big 
Vin has a fearful reputation to live up 
to, and largely succeeds. Genuinely 
capable of holding their own in the 
modern motorway world, the big 
twins attract addicts to their unique 
engineering and riding experience. 
Electric starts and other upgrades are 
now increasingly considered 
acceptable. Prices are in the stars, 
and show no sign of falling. Few 
owners are disappointed, and they 
can’t afford to be. 


Prices 

low £20,000 II high £HUGE... 


editor@classicbikeguide.com and 
we’ll credit you for any changes 
which result. Similarly, if you’ve 
recently sold or bought a bike, 
drop us a pic of it with the price, 
and we’ll use it when there’s 
space . . . with anonymity if you 
prefer! liLiifi 
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EXPERT ENTHUSIASTS 

WHEN YOU NEED assistance with your classic bike, 
the best person to offer that aid is someone who’s 
already been there, done that, and who really, truly 
wears the T-shirt. You need to talk to other owners 
and enthusiasts who can provide technical help and 
practical support - and the best place to find the 
accumulated wisdom from decades of experience is 
in the network of marque and classic clubs. 

These days most owners’ clubs provide immediate 
online assistance as well as extensive archives and 
libraries. For a modest annual membership fee, most 
groups provide access to rare spares, detailed model 
information, help with registration and machine 
dating, and a full calendar of club runs, rallies and 
social events. 

So start here - and seek out your chosen club at 
the Stafford Show and other major classic 
motorcycle events. You’re sure to receive a warm 
welcome! 



The British Two Stroke Club Ltd 

The Club welcomes all two slfoke 
enthusissis. and all two stroka machines, 
ospecialty itioso of BriUsh Manufacty ra 
Visjt our Wfetosfte 

ww w.brtti s htwostrokeci ub. o rg,u k 
e Paghsun Gardens, Hayllng Island P011 9SS 
us ul STAFPOHD on STAND S 27 


TioFloo) 

OWNERS 

CLUB 









iimimm. 


Events Quarterly Magazine 
Technical Info Machine Dating 
Discount Parts Club Shop 

Contact: Bryan 
Membership Secretary 

Join the flock 01529 497304 membership@bsabantamclub.org.uk 



ARIiL 


S€E US AT 
STAFFORD 
MAIN HALL MSS 


OWNERS MOTOR CYCLE CLUB 



if you own an Ariel 
- we can offer you 

■ Ac3viO0 iriSflf masiwi on Einy Anal 

* Monthly 

* Machine dating sorvicB 

* Spare parti * Annual rally and oflher avarns 


For rrmra intorrriafepn on becontiinfl a mambef oontad: 


Antfy HemmlogMy., 44 TTw AvMiue. Hradlondr 9014 CHR 

Eflia<l;sAdy hemmingwBfy' vyaliDO.com 


For ovefs«n enquirleB eonlact; Mlc^i Smalt? Wlghtman Street, Bradford, 


WasTtYorfeaMpe OLD 


E.fnaijF: nHhkal S blueyondar.co.uk ^WebaEte: arielawnarsmcc.CD.uk 




Keeping Morinis 
On The Road for 
40 Years 


See US at Staflofii Show Balconir BIOS 

write to The Barn, South Road, 
Timsbury, Bath, BA2 ON A 

call 01761 479220 or visit us at 

www.morini-riders-club.com 



AJS & Matchless 
Owners Club 


Telephone 
01536 511532 


MONTHLY MAGAZINE 
TECHNICAL HELPLINE 
PARTS SERVICE 
APPROVED DATING 
MEMBERS DISCOUNT 
SCHEME 
RALLIES AND RUNS 
CLUB FORUM 


Unit 3. Tetiionl Way Indu^lri^ EstalB, 
Ketrsring. NorEhantS NN16 SPT 


Viisjf L>£ ar WWW.jampOt.CDm 



See US at Manchester Show 26 th & 29 ih March 

- PTDifvuiDiHl i]iidir|f full uilaur bi-Boitdiiy rrwgazire 

- Igllks and Cavipma Nee Nrids Hbtb bthI Kbmd 
■ TedmfcalMiwi 

* Huchinc Diiiflg 

* NetnbBr's Afin raid Ferun 

- Local Broncli Activiliies 

m MKII 

CHilact (Hir Hmibrsbii] See en id Ha or 

ciHil: meinkcFsiiiii^^^lagiizzicliA^.CDJul: 

VIWW.MOTOGUZZICLUB.CO.UK 
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TRADING POST 


Upload your free advert today - www.classicbikeguide.com 

CLASSIC BIKE GUIDE IS THE BEST PLACE TO ADVERTISE YOUR BIKES AND SPARES 

There is no other mediunn so 
effective as Classic Bike Guide 
Trading Post - so why not take 
advantage of them right now? 
Simply complete the form below 
and send it as soon as possible to: 
Classic Bike Guide Trading Post, 

PO Box 99, Horncastle, Lincolnshire 
LN9 6LZ. 

It is our policy at Classic Bike 
Guide not to accept private adverts 
from traders. If, whilst looking for a 
bike in Classic Bike Guide, you 
experience a trader advertising as a 
private seller, please call us on 
01507 529529 and we will take 
appropriate action. 

Advertisements can be accepted 
on this form, photocopy, email or 
internet. 


5. Whilst every effort is made to include your free advert correctly, 
due to the large volume of adverts we receive, we are unable to 
take telephone calls should an error occur. You are welcome to 
resubmit your corrected advert for inclusion in the next available 
issue. 

6. We can only accept one photograph per coupon. 

7. Please enclose a stamped address envelope if you would like 
your photograph to be returned. 


Classic Bike Guide Reader Adverts 


Choose a section 

n Bikes for sale QMiscellaneous 
OWanted .QOBM cheque enclosed 
n Spares hIQ Picture enclosed 

Name: H 


Address: 


Area/County: 

Telephone: 


On occasions Mortons Media Group, publisher of Classic Bike Guide, shares selected information with its sister companies 
within the Mortons Group of Companies and with other reputable companies, who may contact you about products and services 
that may be of interest to you. If you DO NOT wish to have the details given here passed on, please tick this boxQ 


Email: 

*Not published 

Signature: 


Date: 

1 confirm that 1 am not a dealer 

"Witottifl:- MONTH 

CODE 


Make 

Model 

Price 























If you are a trader, give our 
advertising department a 
call on 01507 524004 for our 
latest display ad rates. 



All private adverts are FREE! 

^ Upload your advert at www.classicbikeguide.com 
Post the coupon below or fax to 01 507 371 064 
">■ We cannot accept Reader Adverts over the phone 


For only £6? 


Please debit my: 


■ 

□ Visa □ Mastercard □ Switch 
- Card number: 

_ “• 

Security code (from signature strip): 


\ Switch issue number: 





Start date: 


Expiry date: 


I Signature: 


' or make cheques payable to: 
Mortons Motorcycle Media 

; To include your bike in Old Bike Mart 
I tick the box on the form below. 


Terms and conditions for private advertisers 


1 . The advert copy provided by the customer must be legal, 
decent, honest and truthful and comply with the code of the 
Advertising Standards Authority (www.asa.org.uk).CIassic Bike 
Guide may amend the advertisement to ensure compliance with 
these requirements. 

2. Classic Bike Guide is not able to verify the truthfulness of any 
statements made by a customer in the advert copy. Accordingly, 
the customer will be responsible for any losses, expenses or 


other costs incurred by Classic Bike Guide which are caused by 
an untrue statement made deliberately. 

3. In order to meet its production and other editorial 
requirements. Classic Bike Guide reserves the right to re-classify, 
edit the copy or alter the size or colouring of any advert. 

4. Photo adverts are only available in the Bikes for sale section. 
We are happy to accept reader adverts for Wanted, Spares and 
Miscellaneous, but these will appear without photographs. 






CLASSIC MOTORCYCLES LTD 

Invest In Recession Proof Classic British Bikes 


VELOCETTE CLASSICS 



US Mmi 1i, jm. us m. Utn. 1»4. . ...E24H AL LsidBr, 19SB. 2S4 h 


nm 


Esa* 


niKJMPH H. IfM. 350^. . . . TWUHPti im Bbohi^N 1t70 
- - aSM BU«. MHig Mtl , . til .m 





BEHaU ms 1fTT, 4 IENELLI 3S4 IBM. 3fie BS;A B?B£S Z5fUe. 1972, 

mUHPHlBdrtrtkf. 1W mUfiPH Tiftr Till 1«a. - Effi* milei-gngs J2S0P 

ubr. qm «r Bfurr 30. . .taan ssoa .tnis 



IHIUHPH ThrtiBftlrt. 1H1. T10. MPk. 1K4. . 

WeiOWWJKE. Ett» nsM 





l^EIOCfTTE VfBflm. l^T. VELKEnE WHOM SpnliJ 
43$K., tF399 1HD 5«kc. OriQ if q . Xn.^ 


BSL JBDJJ GOtD STAR BSA A?SS 1«J SMir fMM nSD 

1 B9.5DDK £l7.5ffl] U'BLr+ HU J trU H 




BJUfFUI. D1, IfiS . 1 B$A HAHTiH OS 1^1 . T4Ph 

E1»l E3MS 


|L I 


.flange 





BAlvrrAM D14 

1 S 6 S,l 75 cc, 
stunning new blue 
paintwork 

E2750 


BSA A1D litimUti, 1958, 

ma. ...Esns 


PElO^TIt Pmm CWmin. VFIDCETIE Vencnf IflM. 
im MfcS MQcc tlS.Mi 



eSA A? SS. MIhc. 1«M. B»» B SA 84«. 1»*. 343tt eXSd 


VELDCETTE LE, Ifficc. VELaCETFE Ttinjilnn. 
195B £1 7M 1^ S4. &Mec. . . . .....e24.?9e 



BSAATSS.m«4a..[T»t BXICBIlSIDH Tilltmai Tali FRAhClS GARNETT. fUec. MONPA CIIQ SUPER CIW «). riOhD« C*K. M««. tMS. Iw HUNDA CIS*. 1 9n ESHS WSOVABNA 3« AutatHc. 

TTl/11744ie19S1 £3499 19if. 91SD 19U. A9 k E14tS Kitfnliofl itta CHfi 


MOTORCYCLES & PROJECTS WANTED TO ROY FOR STOCK 
- OASKET CASES TO CONCOURS - COLLECTNIN ANYWHERE 



JAMES Ciplaln. iHct. 1nr MATCHLESS SZ IW. ahc. HAICWESS CflQ. 1K2. »0ct. 
rtstwllqft, 1«5.. £I35P netd^llnishlng £ll95 tSHO 


PLEASE SEE EBAY SEILER ID 
‘CLASSIC-MOTDRCYCLES-LTD’ 
FOR MORE DETAILED PHOTOS 
AND VIDEOS 



MATCHLESS ^S 1H4 . S9kC MKDQNLESS Marr It GBA 1990, 
n™ SOtcc. mil^infl ■«. . .. .0750 



MMTESA m\t Endurti. SiBh. HCmUSA Cutn, . 1470 IHIIIBI 2Slh:t RaMP mtl 77 1 ^7. mtc HO Moiti SA m*. 195e HMTDn HlSn, 1 m. t5DK. . NSD MM . trf mtnlbla 

im E3SB £4999 - -.£7550 i l«a ch»ct ISPIM £430 £9999 nHSiBflM.14Sfi CG5D 


GIRDER FORK 
SECTION 




ROmEAnELDJSOtt.lKA... £UNBCAHSA4«7tc. im... SUiDKI T2lS4pBrSl],247H... YAHAIU fSiC. 4Vt l97i. 

,....C?5W mtl{Uigntt £4399 


VELMETTE IMW. 

1934. 

?4Bk 

...EESOa 


VINCEHT Gnmet Series C, 1950, yahama ttits. 1975. nm* 
499cc, rWe St festDre.....,..£14>999 iwnumiwis... .eiim 


YAMAHA RD250i.1974. mm 


DOOR TO DOOR DELIVERY 
AVAILABLE THROUGHOUT UK 
& EUROPE. WORLD-WIDE 
SKIPPING CAN BE ARRANGED. 


Tel: 01928 788500 MOB: 07979 852000 ASK FOR LAWRENCE 

PO BOX 1, NORTHWICH, CHESHIRE CW8 2RD * «mail: cldissicbik«a 1@vaKoo.co.uk 

VISITORS WELCOME WEEKDAYS 93m-5.3Cpm BUT PL£AS£ fttNG FOB OIBBCrfONS 


















TRADING POST 


BOOK YOUR AD ONLINE NOW II online www.classicbikeguide.com || post/fax Fill in the coupon on page 114 



Condor A580 

1953 post war Swiss military. Very good 
unrestored original spee. Gorreet saddles, 
exhaust, leather panniers. Owned a few years 
but not ridden for a long time! £6000. 07798 
866071 or dthomas409@hotmail.com Middx 




AJS 15MS 350cc, 1 952 in trials trim, 
recent rebore (iron barrel) serviced 
mag, new carb & filter, new rims & 
tyres, AJS/MOC Club dating cert, 
£3750 Tel. 07831 882527 Surrey 


BENELLI TORNADO 650S 1972, 
MoT July 2015, bike in good 
condition, £5295 ovno Tel. Steven 
01535 676334; 07745 483876 after 
14.00hrs West Yorkshire 


BMW F650 recent MoT, 1 994, new 
tyres, carbs, stripped & cleaned, 
sound, £900 ono Tel. 01 799 550489 
Essex 


BMW R100S early 1978, spoked 
wheel model, shares most of R90S 
looks & parts, 59,000, all MoTs, lovely 
original bike. Tel. 07762 026656 East 
Sussex 



BMW R60/6 1974, on Sorn, 21,000 
miles, s/s exhaust, very good 
condition, £3500 Tel. 01 889 566756 
Derbyshire 



BMW R80G/S Replica of 1 985, Paris 
Dakar winner, total restoration, 
genuine HPN tank, stainless system, 
MoT, award winner, £1 1 ,950 ono Tel. 
01302 310300 South Yorks 



BSA A65 Thunderbolt, black, 1 968, 
Boyer ignition, stainless steel 
spokes, MoT, £3250 Tel. 07976 
014128 Herts 



BSA 250 first reg by BSA 
Motorcycles, 1969, interesting 
history, engine no EXP250/1, year 
MoT, high and low exhaust, vgc, 
£1950 Tel. 02380 893953 Hants 



BSA A10 1958, dry stored 20 years, 
V5C, age related plate, needs work, 
£2500 Tel. 07842 881446 

Northumberland 



BSA B25 WDB40, 350cc engine, 
1970, Boyer easy starter, no MoT, 
Sorn, runs well A65 forks, older 
restoration, chrome rims, f/guard 
spotting s/s cocktail silencer, £2050 
Tel. 07770 115727 Surrey 



BSA B31 350CC, 1956, V5C, original 
reg, s/arm, £2950 consider swap for 
British bike. Tel. 07542 169543 
Stoke on Trent 



BSA B40WD 1 966, new MoT, Boyer 
ignition, road going gears, not 
concours, easy starter, £1800 Tel. 
07714190997 Lines 



BSA B50T Victor 500, 1971, has 
solid state regulator, Boyer ignition, 
new tyres, shocks, rear chain, 
original condition, runs & rides very 
well. Tel. Dave 01752 408297 
Plymouth 



BSA BANTAM Trials, 1960, V5C, 
D1 4 engine, four speed, new clutch, 
exhaust, chrome rims, battery. Cl 5 
forks, £1500 or p/x old British bike 
Tel. 01379 608989 Norfolk 



BSA BUSHMAN genuine Bushman, 
dating cert, matching numbers, 
restored, new wheel rims tyres etc, 
reg off road, many new parts, £2500 
Tel. 01626 772219 Devon 



BSA C15 MoT October 2015, in 
lovely condition, starts and runs well, 
first to see will buy, 1966, 250cc, 
£1950 Tel. 07525141515 Wiltshire 
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* 100 i 

'^schines in 
^tock, see 
Website 
p for a fun 
iistino k] 


k Bym wmk and J 
tuning work and full 
restoration faoUities 
Z. now available 


North Carrwall Motorcycle & ATV Centre 


USED MOTORCYDLES 


Mrif R m KAWASAKI EeM Clmak. 17.^0 
vni^ 2 . Thii- Zi^^Ci lii i- UK befce with bfHs fc>r irvcf 
£$Ud lii had a fuJI r^sEurdtioiii and doinf- Id very 
liigK s^lHidard including twjr> cjihaua-t ^Y^licm! 
Afid full cngirie pidbudd, and mucli much iricrr! 
WH HwiK witfi t2 moFitlw HOT...„ A 


ZtlSlS Hfl n«VAL LNriiL& CLAISIC 
endn. if LIKE OiROME IHEri fOU WILL JUST 

LOVE TWS! Tilt all new cIshIc dhroent Erpfldd 
in«w EFI. it is ALL dtirofnt take j tock il phfriG^l 
Jult s^lurwilnq! We -art Ihe iH^esI UK dedlttT.. 


TSA) a iFAW 0 mil«. Here we have a 

? real RlDOin PanlDsIkcDnditkKn! ent^e rebuild 
bod miles- md irHJ rum ir^d rides- ^reeL very 
originaj DorHrlion will CDfnt with 1 j m&nlhs 


1 aif C m SUNBfAH JSO f^milrs. This e verv 
aid and rare K^4}de<l 14 Sports Sunbeam! Original 
and not mtmd. the tn^nt Is grtal and lurvs 
Mid iThargiirtg synitcni lii^ls etc all work and it 
has MOT so un bt usw k Is^ il has had new 
eihausC and seat to orimnah spec. It has Its faufV 
hi^boPA. and the old VSS, and original number 
plait all matchingl luat a nnwl rrid bike aiid 
verr colkclal^! ..._ 13i9$0 


2014 f«g MASH MOTORCYCLES ROAOSTAR, 0 miles. Here 
we have a braird new blkeE With 2 year warranty! Sieman^ fuel 
injection^ 4 valve KBR motor] 5 spe^edp electric and kick starts 
13 litre tank and only 140 kgslf And what a great price!!! tt 
tooks fantastic 5ee photos! [ ....£3,699i 


Uid rts KOVAL f HFliLD aT ChMK. d r«fc WV 
M« ch# LwgasL-at^diWlnnJM Rof^Xeditld daaltps 
m thf dli. VgM |hJ« ^V hi 

nrtw. WE SUPiHlV Ul>ClUfDC FWLHAGE ^or QP¥t 
l^SAtU-rttikh Kplacat stH- sill^ etihauir and mlrroHS 
and eev ivw svlmrli rn^^ K, InE^ ihw_ AH CAFE 
spet -whJ SMinds- fantasikf Abv we tmo pkw uippfj^ 
dual t*M Muf r-Hi Pteasa aiL Par Smi. iha 


1tTtTr4« eMW ni«C. }S,m Vei^ n<t 
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We now havetul! workshop restoration facilities end a dyno machine to get your bike running sweetly with a dyno print o>ut! 
MdTs « Servicing * Fuil Stock of Royal Enfield. Demo Bikes to Ride* Deliver anywhere in UK 

Specialise in part exchange » any bike c 

-ET [ TO : : OW ON 01288 355162 

T ' • info@ncmC-CO : ofttieVear' 


Awardeti 

‘Higtily Vatuetl Dealership 
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BSA D10A restored to near 
concours condition, rebuilt engine all 
original bike, MoT one year, £1950 
Tel. 07855 42311 7 Hants 



BSA GOLDSTAR lookalike 350cc, 
GB33 crankcase with 350 Goldstar 
top end, ally wheels, clip ons, not 
ridden for a while, requires 
commissioning before riding. Tel. 
01724 864220 North Lines 



BSA SPORTS STAR Cl 5, 1965, 
vgc, low mileage, 1 1 months MoT, 
much money spent, £1750 ono Tel. 
01386 871857; 07517 473661 
Worcestershire 



BSA SR/RGS 1959, Super 
Rocket/RGS replica built by Engineer 
to high standard Gold Star wheels 
forks brakes, alloy rims, twin clocks, 
£6250 ono Tel. 01 763 272339 Herts 



BSA STARFIRE 1969, vgc, recent 
engine rebuild, new carb, much time 
and money spent, MoT Oct 201 5, no 
advisories, £2750 Tel. 07525 141515 
Wiltshire 



FRANCIS-BARNETT Cruiser, 1938, 
39 model, chrome tank version fully 
restored, inc engine, gearbox, wiring, 
repainted, V5 & old log book, £3500 
ovno Tel. 01 277 81 1 934 Essex 



FRANCIS-BARNETT Plover, 1960, 
150cc AMC model, good condition, 
reliable, used regularly on VMCC 
runs, some spares, original owners 
manual, £1 300 ono Tel. Claire or Nick 
07772 1 51 668 Birmingham 



GILERA Santurno Bialbero, 1991, 
500cc, single, on Sorn. Tel. 07913 
285342 



GREEVES MDS 1963, road legal, 
Sorn, converted Vinduro Sporting 
Trials, all items available to convert 
back to Motocross, electronic 
ignition, £2300 ono Tel. 01634 
270476 Kent 



GREEVES SCOTTISH 250 road reg, 
too many new parts to list, very good 
order, reliable, electrex ign, new rims 
& spokes all bearings, bushes inc 
suspension, £1850 ono Tel. 07794 
649358 West Yorkshire 



HONDA C200 1966, very nice 
condition, MoT 2016, tax exempt, 
some spares, £950 Tel. 01484 
318160 Huddersfield 



HONDA CB350F 1973, complete 
engine reconditioned, 28,000 miles, 
new stainless steel 4/4 exhaust, 
wiring loom, battery, tyres & tubes 
new, Sorn, vgc, £2899 Tel. 01909 
483014; 07899 794998 Notts 



HONDA CB350F rare, 1972, 10,600 
miles, no tax required, vgc, new 
stainless steel 4/4 exhausts, new met 
alarm system, new battery, tyres & 
tubes, Sorn, £2899 Tel. 01909 
48301 4; 07899 794998 Notts 



HONDA CB550 Four, restore spares 
or repair, number plate valued at 
£400, £685 ono Tel. 07977 260820 
Middlesex 



HONDA CB72 parade or race all 
engineering work carried out by 
Fahron, too much to list, £3500 Tel. 
01282 838231 Lancs 



HONDA CB750 KZ in fantastic 
condition, no knocks or rattles, good 
tyres, new clutch, and recent service, 
12 months MoT, ready for the 
summer. Tel. 07770 747913 Leics 



HONDA CB900 low mileage, 
excellent condition, full MoT, 4 into 1 
Harris exhaust, Metchmex deep 
braced swing arm, sounds great, 
reliable, £1495 ono Tel. 01692 
582182 Norfolk 



HONDA CBX550 outstanding 
condition, well maintained, runs/rides 
superb. Tel. 07900 681184 Surrey 


HONDA CD175 to restore tax 
exempt 1970 frame V5C, running 
two years ago on daylight MoT, 
strong engine, light weight, needs 
work no spark, 1 970 frame, £600 Tel. 
07770 115727 before 5pm Surrey 




HONDA CD175 1975, lovely 

condition, 11,000 miles believed 
genuine, new candy red paint, £1 250 
Tel. 01932 565526 Surrey 
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CHRDiTlAS M ALFORD, WILTHHfHH S,V75 4HG 
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MOBILE 077 1 1 156919 

www.gbniotorcycles.com 
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TRIUMPH TRW 500 twin 

I960 ex RAF. Restored to VGG. Easy to start, 
light in weight. Needs nothing, ready to 
enjoy. Gomes eomplete with spare engine. 
£4950. 01702 521847, Essex 



HONDA FIREBLADE 1994, 12 
months MoT, tidy condition, lots of 
history/paperwork, 32,530 miles, 
Akrapovic stubby plus micron end 
can, £2750 ono Tel. 07966 772646 
Bucks 



HONDA SUPERDREAM 250cc, 
1 982, also 400cc Superdream 1 982, 
£1500 each or exchange classic 
cash either way. Tel. 01905 21667 
anytime Worcestershire 



HONDA SUPERDREAM 1979, 
10,500 miles, MoT Feb 2016, starts 
on the button, comes with spares, 
£1 000 Tel. 01 227 7941 28 Kent 



JAVELIN SPORT single seat side 
car, in good condition, some fittings, 
new screen fitted, phone for more 
info, £375 Tel. Alan 07946 485404 



JAWA ESO speedway bike, 1970s, 
all original with nice patina, been 
raced in Europe and been on 
museum display in Holland recently, 
now in good working order Tel. 
0031 6 1 3467063 Amsterdam 



KAWASAKI Z1B 1975, vgc, 
originally from USA with twin disc 
front brake, great classic bike, alloy 
wheels original new exhausts, 
garaged, only ran once per year, 
£1 1 ,950 ono Tel. 07796 495067 Leics 



MORINI 350 SPORT 1976, genuine 
UK market Sport, 22k miles, years 
MoT, wire wheels, Borrani flanged 
rims, just serviced, £3400 Tel. 07788 
442155 Bath 



KAWASAKI GPZ900R never been 
messed around with 42,000 miles, 
lots of info on bike, £1800 Tel. Chris 
07939 091326 Strathclyde 



LAVERDA JOTA 1977, genuine 
iconic Slater Jota with total 
documented ownership & service 
history from new, £1 2,500 Tel. 01 432 
371775 Hereford 



MOTO GUZZI California llOOi, 
1994, stainless pipes & silencers, 
mudguards & trims, 24,000 miles, 
immaculate, £3795 ono, poss p/x 
Nevada Tel. 01 977 51 0546 Yorkshire 



KAWASAKI H2 750, 1973, 

immaculate genuine UK bike, owned 
since 1990, total recent restoration, 
MoT, good runner, offers over 
£10,500 Tel. 01943 430364 

evenings/weekends West Yorkshire 



MAICO 400 1975, vgc, many new 
parts, all parts still available from 
Wolfsport, £2700 Tel. 01900 62719 
Cumbria 



MOTO GUZZI V7 classic, 2008, 
14,000 miles, screen, rack, crash 
bars, centre stand, Givi luggage, vgc, 
£3750 Tel. 01 643 862322 Somerset 



KAWASAKI W650 2000, 27,000 
miles, on Sorn, recent tyres, brakes, 
chain sprocket, service manual, 
smart bike, £2300 Tel. 01547 
529305; 07792 506167 Powys 



MATCHLESS G3L 1960, 350cc, 
vgc, matching numbers, some 
known history, converted to magneto 
ignition. Tel. Colin 01772 635161 
Lancs 



MZ ES150 TROPHY 1972, perfect 
frugal classic runabout, 80mpg, 28k 
miles believed correct, long MoT, 
road tax exempt, used regularly for 
Club Runs, £1 000 Tel. 07788 4421 55 
Somerset 
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If the answer is yes go to our website www.webuyclasslcbikes.co.uk 
And get a Free no obligation evaluation of your bike. 
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MZ ETZ 125 1988, 5 speed/front 
disc, 3800 miles, MoT 2016, 
starts/ticks over & runs very well, 
Tel. Rob 01743 873072 between 
7-9pm Shrops 



NORTON ATLAS 1964 year, mint 
condition, new carbs, tyres, etc, 
thousands spent, sweet engine, p/x 
welcome £7950 ono Tel. 07443 
642408 West Yorks 



ROYAL ENFIELD Super Meteor, 
1959, 700cc, free tax, MoT August 
2015, owned ten years, good 
mechanical but oily rag, reliable 
running condition, £3250 Tel. 01235 
553574 Oxfordshire 



ROYAL ENFIELD Bullet Electra X, 
04, good condition for age, new rear 
tyre, new battery, MoT to June, very 
economical, 14,000 miles, £1700 
Tel. 01228 528483; 07796 814489 
Cumbria 



ROYAL ENFIELD Clipper Crusader 
Sport, excellent condition, £3650 
Tel. 01923 461289 London 



SUZUKI GS850 1979, 33,000 miles, 
complete o/haul at 28,000 miles, 
service record, Sorn, MoT, good 
running order, garaged, spares 
included. Tel. 07811 124236 

Strathclyde 



SUZUKI GT250A 1976 race bike, 
BHR eligible, Fahron tuned, 
Swarbrick pipes, Akront rims, twin 
disc front, large drum rear, £1800 
Tel. John 07825 368051 Lines 



SUZUKI PE250 1977, 3000 miles, 
immaculate condition, MoT, possible 
p/x CCM R30 why? £2700 ono Tel. 
07751 072925 Cornwall 



SUZUKI TC200 original in vge, low 
miles, needs light recommission, 
1968, a feature in this mag a while 
back, £3000 Tel. 07799 276870 
North Yorks 



SUZUKI TL1000S super condition, 
22,000 miles, fsh, 1997, long MoT, 
ring for details, £2450 Tel. 01684 
563997 Worcs 



SUZUKI TRIKE 600GSX good 
condition, rides perfect, 0 plate, MoT 
June 2015, £2400 ono, p/x 
considered Tel. 07980 400082 
Cornwall 



TRIUMPH 21 1958, bathtub, all 
tinware. Craven panniers, top box, 
tax & MoT exempt, £3000 Tel. 01 623 
428070 Notts 



TRIUMPH 3TA 1960, restoration 
project, complete with bathtub, front 
guard and Nacelle panels, stored for 
years, £1400 ono Tel. Neil 01253 
727396 Lancs 



TRIUMPH BONNEVILLE 1966, 
immaculate, concours condition, 
1966, full mechanical & nuts & bolt 
restoration by John Mossey in 2007, 
matching numbers, £9500 Tel. 07836 
206321 Kent 



TRIUMPH BONNEVILLE T120R, 
1967, matching numbers, 750 
Morgo conversion, complete nut & 
bolt rebuild, SRM head & crank 
assembly, gc, runs beautifully, £8750 
Tel. 07887 532507 East Essex 



TRIUMPH T100 Daytona, 500cc, 
1 968 with stronger 1 972 engine, vgc, 
good runner & starter, sensible 
mods, MoT, £4500 Tel. 07718 
714722 London 



TRIUMPH T100 Bonneville, 2006, 
865cc, 6061 miles, like new. King 
Oueen seat, chrome guard, carrier, 
Hagon suspension, loud pipes, 
original parts included, £4250 Tel. 
01485 529109 



TRIUMPH T120 BONNEVILLE 

650cc, UK bike, genuine been stored 
for 23 years, lots of money spent nice 
to ride, MoT, £7950 Tel. 01706 
852775 Lancs 



TRIUMPH T140 Bonneville, Silver 
Jubilee, one previous owner, 2000 
miles from new, all MoTs & certificate 
of authenticity, £6995 may consider 
p/x Tel. 07801 923501 



TRIUMPH THUNDERBIRD 650cc, 
1982, rare original bike, fully rebuilt & 
restored, MoT, good starter & runner, 
reducing collection, £4000 Tel. 07944 
1 74497 Essex 


122 APRIL 2015 II CLASSIC BIKE GUIDE 










(DEALER DIRECTORYI 






Uriil A4-, lildirtEriaJ £!di]La. 

Lower IRDMd. NortKilo^ D-All^dSN 




arAtik 4 KmrnHr^ tiikn a^twiv? winlW , 
Cl II Flitl nnw Dn . 

CvQfllnus {t1T3-2$??475. 


■■mail; infoS'elartcesClasSics.co.uk 


BSA Alb fiokl Flash I^^EjcG^Icnl ...tidOb 

BSAFkirtcl GeSriB RMca.... £&ft)0 

DSA 2031 3£0ci: PriifigBr. iAi^ 

l^lc^MfevidaDnWtdaS^HlB^bM -Efc^aO 

IMv-DavidH^ lttllh.^w«T^iy tA5d6£ £11 .000 

riKifc^ndrt Wuft^a# fiSOec £flOOO 

T'lui^-W^'TtlOOfiftiC i0S5V&r/A*».. ^7250 

Tiiurt^iraSSI-MiFl&rtiWU. ...KSM 


Trumph TfliS iwy ResCotEd MOM 

InufTipH TFlGC I&7I fiaatortHa t?iOM 

TWjmpPiTlfift 10?2 Rm««iKl ..CftSM 

fmjn»phT1£0 lOftSReaicTBd . .MOM 

Truni{:tlT12)0UK 30M lM0n«Alcr4>d .. ..MOM 

TMfm^TmUS ^&7&'AityVi^ £i£M 

TtijrflfkTliW 197aR*a»i*d MOW 

11^ji1H3hT150T1372Tilfr/yOMd.. . .CTOW 


l&llUlfiBL.Y4MJLiKtttWi£diaTlH 9^^ L-e.C£l£JL£a dJ SS 
pnnSlH OVf S - SHTIjlH CU K F0UM1>TQ kU.TC(ltVQUfl flE WWEU^KTS - 9MH0tC IT CWT 

CiiOBC IUlDlD«:^^ci«; >Sip1cfi, Tnurv^. BSA. Kv^ Uownvi ar4 rra^ii mtn. Bm 4 h md rtnwinn -uo-wr 





Pw&750Mr8t^itf5irritM0 &yif6 .. muoc 


MoriniasoSipartCaltFl^ . 

mKt guhi so«tv ^mAsoc 


Mata-GiiZElSl»ia[}DFanu£;l«can^ EtSCKl 

Md^o Cinzl 2S0 Aitm I senra, bM^iOSW 

Mua l^ussi 750$ 19715. miMfi tMJKA 

Mob Cirai Supor Aka. iKl tirff rosloid .. Et9D0 
HoteCimi NrSM". rnsp^mwSsfisc.rtief .. .E55^ 
imm 1 rt»ft3<wct. . sshw-esjso 
MoCo Ciixii FakmTwiNTi^ V ^ood. .. ... E11>K0 

MV Agusla iin«sk>^ A nog.. 

MVA^lA«5agSH«Ud. 1»7i Bcemi ES5J0m 

MVAOMil4SOeM|M E3.9M 


A^miAKtiii Sprint, tortsly 

... .EI950 

Bowfll T^rni^qiTn r%0 b4» .. . 

SirrwlB SfiaMrt. ... 

POA 

..fUjHK] 

Smifitd S&4 

Eli^WO 

Simoln DBS JAKLlanAasSc 

Ell SW 

Blme1sH02VflC»a 

Ei^jwa 

QimQ4i B62I~3 b^C.. 

..E35jan 

&rTW4flTfesi2fl. 

..E24JKICI 

BiriHlA KB2 Uw, MgiruJ 9. tait 

IXaiiH0ni9&i ■ 

..mm 

E13JK0 

Duca^^tfi DP m^i^l. 

.C^£S0 

Duert TSOGT good - 

.114.950 

□uesti HHH 900-. 1391 . OPOd ■■■■ 

Du»Ci441 KrtCtHHriK^.. 

Ou»b 3SS Lucdw&li wpka, tar^lasbe 

OycUS MOSD. . 

..t11.®0 

..Q9J0n 

..E24JJM 

E9950 

DueabMHE«M).300o^tvnra« 

□uCtb 3S0 DtVfta 13^74 Wlbted Idv^. 

□uadi BPS. PMfrjrfin Can 

£FG,9M 
. Ell, 950 

ifKi Eoon 

Duc»EinO^^ rLSA 

LHiHiaSCigTS.tuilastic. 

.£1d.®0 

1 wAnli V:i 10(77 rw^nbifTi 


LtKKlB SF 750 1^73. OKHCfld St f G^EiSM 

LlMMla lOAIhr niCA £9950 

Lmrdi CND8S0 slurring. 

dTjOOO 

MondMPlegB asrua 

...tl^SOO 


Tel; 01445 61 mo 

Web; if(^vtffladelfWtetvfiMtbrc^d»^^^ rohftdtnadeifiirter^moiofcycte».com 

llAliaEl Blkfiife Jlhnifly.^ vra riled Jiny e:dil-tfi|kin.,Try (Ja^. 




m GODIN 


SPORTING CARS & 
MOTORCYCLES LTD 






V^<4frt Black 

SkK^E«,9S5 

19ST Tbami RuPd* 
144.WS 

1 ^ l-lvltvD*v=db4fi 

1?7l J^orlAi CamfTifiuki> 
75055 P.»E 


r"" ‘ ! 


|»yg%> 

IWOTrurV’ TRAC 
tP.ra 

TrituVi rises 
BortwBilH EB.995 

I94& Tri^n^ T1^ 

£S ¥W 

1M7 TnufTif#^ SpHd Iwn 

eA.9?5 

- ” I-.';,,''- -- -1 

f/’- 1 











H.-WJ 

1055 Tri^iiTlph TnflTlfflH' 

(A7» 

SMliS ntorLo*' bwrwvKrjf 49 

iVW^lKlril^ Mii 

W.T» 

Kl 




mTChfc^i 7^ FI 
EH.1W 

E.^ ei9,-?9S 

1973Tnmph T14d 
fTai Tfach*-£7 494 

1971 BSA AA4 Flft TrKd»r 

c^m 


We urgently need your bike! 


Consignment Sales Undertaken 

Mereworthj Kent 01622 814140 

VJewj'ng' by appointme^nt only 
Anthony Godin 07769 970559 

www.anthonygodin.co.uk 0 



CLASSIC BIKE GUIDE II APRIL 2015 123 




TRADING POST 


BOOK YOUR AD ONLINE NOW II online www.classicbikeguide.com || post/fax Fill in the coupon on page 114 



YAMAHA 700 FAZER 


1986. MoT, red. Imported from USA sunshine 
state approx 1997. Never used in rain. MoTs 
show 1500 mis over the last 14yrs, mileage 
13063. MoT 26/6/2015. £2500ono. Ian, 

07831 602541 or 

iangreen wood. engltd@htinternet. eom 



TRIUMPH THUNDERBIRD 1959, 
650cc twin, in concours condition 
under 2000 miles since fully restored 
to original, £7500 Tel. 01 494 672004 
Bucks 



TRIUMPH TIGER 100SS 1969, 
matching numbers, Boyer ignition, 
twin leading front, good chrome, very 
good condition, MoT, £4500 onoTel. 
01 751 474984 North Yorkshire 



TRIUMPH TIGER CUB runs well, 
everything works, 1958 ride or 
restore, £1 650, wanted single seat 
sports sidecar cash waiting. Tel. 
01535 611181 West Yorks 



TRIUMPH TIGER CUB T20T, 1960, 
as featured in CBG, rarest Tiger Cub, 
low mileage, mint, matching 
numbers, V5C, vgc, £6995 Tel. 
01743 891889; 07887 917466 
Shropshire 



TRIUMPH TR25W Trophy, 250cc all 
new electrics, red/chrome, MoT, 
good working order, £1950 Tel. 
01225 769388 Wilts 



TRIUMPH TR6 1972, good 
condition, new tyre, battery, 
electronic ignition, current owner 
since 1980, £3250 Tel. 01707 

650236 Hertfordshire 



TRIUMPH TRIDENT T1 50V, 1974, 
rebuilt throughout matching nos, V5, 
Sorn, stainless spokes, new rims, 
tyres, Dayton Megas, offers around 
£5600 Tel. 07400 045500 Derby 



VELOCETTE VENOM 1960, lovely 
original unrestored bike, 9500 miles, 
three owners, history, V5C, orig 
numbers, £9950 Tel. 01 743 891 889; 
07887 91 7466 Shropshire 





VELOCETTE VIPER 350, 1 958, vgc, 
recon manual mag, new carb, alloy 
rims, rear sets, lots of history, £5950 
Tel. 01923 519314; 07477 985072 
Herts 


VELOCETTE VIPER original reg, 
buff log book, 1958, needs 
recommissioning, new seat, carb, 
£4950 Tel. 01723 639049 North 
Yorks 


VINCENT COMET 1950, good 
condition, £17,000 Tel. 01270 
662186 Cheshire 



YAMAHA CT1 1974, years MoT, 
new tyres, chain, clutch, piston fork, 
oil tubes, daylight hours MoT, not 
restored all original, £1850 ono Tel. 
07949 487781 Essex 



YAMAHA FS1E 1977, space blue 
auto lube, pedal type, fully restored 
to beautiful show winning condition, 
£4000 ono Tel. Colin 07971 056345 
Clwyd 



YAMAHA TTR600 absolutely mint 
condition, 4000 miles from new, 
brand new condition, full MoT, £2750 
Tel. 07904 147756 Cornwall 



YAMAHA XS750E 1978, 
recommissioned after long lay-up, 
receipts for parts used, will MoT for 
buyer, good condition, £1195 ovno 
Tel. Steven 01535 676334; 07745 
483876 after 2pm West Yorks 



YAMAHA XV750SE Special 1980, 
rare original UK model, vgc, only 
15,800 miles, on Sorn, MoT June 
2015, recent rear tyre, battery & 
service, £2200 ono Tel. 01509 
231224; 07817 257889 Leics 
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Sinic 1975 


PK WELCOME, 
CASH FOR YOUR 
MOTORCTCieS 


1359 WilChteSS St? ew Twit-. fliS l»kPl^. .EPOA 

1971 Nddop 750 CmFYnarxkt Fkiai^ UK bike, dbf^ SLgWfl]. .£e»9 WE CAN DEUVER. 
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1OCATE& IM 
gA5T SUSSEX. 
ENGLAMD 


PHONE 

079fi?7SlS67 


tf rt /A# 


@cls5sicbika3_sE 
Email: paul@dailicbik05-su5ieA.cc.uk www.da 5 sicbihes-sulsex.cD.uk 
CHECK OUR WEGS1TE FOR DAILY STOCK UPDATES 


WANTED 

YOUR BIKE 

Any bike, any condition 
or your complete 
collection 

Mobile: 

07970 007775 

Ring for a quote NOW 

IVe pay cash on 
collection £££ 



MACHINES IN STOCK INCLUDE . 


1959 Ariel Arrow 250. £2450 

1994 BMWK75RT £1400 

1952 BSAB31 350 .».*£4100 

1953 BSA Bantam D1 £2450 

1955 BSA Rocket Goldte replica 550 £5950 

1960 BSA Shooting Star A7SS .........£4450 

1951 B$AB40 350 ...£2950 

1970 BSA Lightning 650 (ISDT style) £4250 

1963 Triumph TR6SS 550 £7250 


MORE SRIT1SH BIKES URGENTLY REQUIRED 
Spares pjrctiased and for sale - machines sold on commission 
BRITISH TYRES AT DISCOUNT PRICES 


Callers Welcome, but please telephone first to avoid dieappoir^- 
ment. Wonn^lly openTues. to Sat 9-30ain to Sprn 
KnajT UilL Oldhair Hoad. Oelph. NR Oldhair. Lyrics OLS 5RQ. 
TELEPHONE (01457) 572788 
Emal I : sadd leworth dclassicinolorcy clesdsDeLco. uk 
Web: www.&add4eworthclasslc£xo,uk 



CLA^IC 
lUOTOBCTCiES 
ALWAYS WANTTEOl 


www.clrclassic.co.uk 

D. R. cwMc kw^oKte La 


EipanI no proifieml 


D.R. Classic Motorcycles Ltd. 

VlEWflMG STR ICTLY ST APPQlNTiMFHT ONLY! I! ^ 

07 aaa 2^2536 ri&hardi^dfC lassie .CO ,uk 


AfaraY o< A 7Q's cSBSsic& always in stock - 


cnecirouj wstwie.' www.drclassic.co<uk 
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FOR SALE 


BMW BOXER CUP 1100S, 
2004, rare collectors future 
classic only 10,000 miles, 
from new, fabulous 
condition, full history, many 
expensive extras, bargain, 
£6500 Tel. 01522 703687. 
Lines. 

BMW R100RS 1979 (T), 
good condition, 57,000 
miles, stainless exhausts, 
Krauser panniers, £2750 or 
offers Tel. 01539 741341. 
Cumbria. 

BMW R1150 Rockster, 2003, 
42,900 miles, vgc, green, 
black, screen, Givi rack, hand 
guards, heated grips, nice 
runner, MoT, good tyres, 
£2600 Tel. 01974 202844. 
Wales. 

BMW R80RT 1989, mileage 
44,000, fairing panniers 
touring or trike conversion, 
£2225 Tel. 02380 557472. 
Hampshire. 

BSA A7 BOBBER 1953, 
Harley Sportster front end, 
bottom end of engine rebuilt, 
rebuilt magneto, new 
concentric carburettor, easy 
starter, original forks, wheel 
and tank included, £2750 
Tel. 07855 227627. 

Staffordshire. 

BSA C11 250 original, 75% 
complete with most tinware, 
part dismantled, tatty, £395 
Tel. 01525 378332. Beds. 
BSA DANDY 1958, 

complete non runner, last ran 
1976, been dried stored, 
original logbook & reg, £475 
ono Tel. 01964 631094. East 
Yorkshire. 

EGLI VINCENT rolling 

chassis plus some engine 
parts and complete Norton 
AMC gearbox, £3500 Tel. 
01458 860404 after 6pm. 
HONDA C50 2212 recorded 
miles, barn find, runs well, 
logbook & keys, also brand 
new frame & enough spares 
to build three bikes, £500 
ono Tel. 01 977 707565. West 
Yorkshire. 

HONDA EXPRESS 1992, 
fair runner, £200; also old 
Norton Villiers side generator 
working order. Tel. 07934 
1 1 4301 . Gwent. 

NORTON ATLAS mint 
condition, sweet engine, new 
tyres, new carbs, lots spent 
on bike, £7500 ono p/x 
taken Tel. 07443 642408. 
West Yorkshire. 

POWER PAKCYCLEMOTOR 
1951, on period Hercules 
bicycle, original reg number 
with V5, stood many years 
good condition, £1000 Tel. 
01472 824839. Lines. 
RICKMAN HONDA CR 
CB900F, 1981, black frame, 
rewired dyno carbs u/s 
cleaned many new parts and 
spares, owned nine years 
Tel. Kevin 01483 440889. 
Surrey. 

ROYAL ENFIELD 350 Bullet, 
1992, black, chrome, tidy run 
about, £1000 Tel. 07752 
127181 after 5pm. Perthshire. 


SUZUKI GT250A restored 
engine (STD), £300 Tel. John 
07825 368051. Lines. 
ROYAL ENFIELD 750 

Interceptor, 1965 for 

restoration, £3250 and 1961 
Constellation Airflow MoT, 
£3500, reducing collection. 
Tel. 01642 896743. Teeside. 
SUZUKI BEAMISH rolling 
chassis, rebuilt, wheels forks, 
new brakes footrests tyres, 
new wheel, headstock, 
swinging arm, bearings, 
some spares, buyer collects, 
£1 75 ono Tel. 07904 51 9395. 
Herts. 

SUZUKI GS250 1980, twin, 
very good condition, low 
mileage, on Sorn, almost 
new tyres, new battery, all in 
working order. Tel. 01286 
881644. Gwynedd. 
TRIUMPH SPEED TRIPLE 
1 997, orange, runs ok, £1 200 
no offers. Honda XL250S, 
1982, complete Nato green, 
with spares, £500 ono. 
GS500 needs exhaust, Guzzi 
spares. Tel. 07954 968057. 
Oxfordshire. 

TRIUMPH T100S metallic 
blue, on Sorn, owned since, 
1 980, very good 
mechanically, as original, ride 
or restore, £3000 ono Tel. 
01905 776289. Worcs. 
TRIUMPH T140 Harris 
Bonnie, 1986, 15,000 miles, 
new Boyer ignition, new 
tyres, lovely condition, on 
Sorn, but will come with MoT, 
number 630 of 1200 made, 
£3750 Tel. 07855 092903. 
Worcs. 

TROJAN mini moto/Raleigh, 
1940s, superb gents 1950s, 
speedo 53mls, has reg plate 
but no log book, this can be 
sorted by Autocycle Club, 
good order, but have loads of 
engine spares, £495 ono Tel. 
01 977 707565. West Yorks. 
VESPA PX125 1981, part 
dismantled, engine complete 
in frame, scooter for 
restoration or spares, £375 
Tel. 01634 843803. Kent. 
YAMAHA SR500 1978, 

black and red, new tyres, 
battery, MoT May 2015, 
37,000 miles, nice tidy 
original bike, first to see will 
buy, £2750 Tel. 07912 
185478. Tyne & Wear. 

BMW BOXER CUP 1100S, 
2004, rare collectors future 
classic, only 10,000 miles 
from new, fabulous 
condition, full history, many 
expensive extras, bargain 
£6500 Tel. 01522 703687. 
Lines. 

HARLEY DAVIDSON XL 

Sportster, Ltd Edition, 2003 
model, black & silver 
Anniversary Edition, 

hypercharger upgrades, 3K 
chrome extras, super 
example, £5995 Tel. 07950 
398750. West Midlands. 
HONDA CB250RSA X reg, 
was a good runner, needs 
battery, tidy, recommission, 
sold as spares/repairs, £300 
come and see Tel. Rob 07723 
552758. Essex. 


KAWASAKI GPZ550 

Unitrac, A4 model, 1990, 
25000 miles, black, original, 
very nice, new brakes/Met 
levers, battery, must be seen, 
£999 Tel. 07977 438427. Tyne 
&Wear. 

KAWASAKI Z650 1978, US 
import, Lawson Rep, carbs 
need sorting, £1000. 
Kawasaki Z650, 1980 project, 
£800 ono. Tel. 07981 367294. 
Northumberland. 

ROYAL ENFIELD BULLET 
350 1992, K, black, chrome 
tank, tidy run about bike, 
£1000 Tel. 07752 127181; 
01250 884382 Perthshire. 
SUZUKI DR350 1994, 

Mikuni carburettor, 33mm SS 
twin cable type in working 
condition. Tel. 01928 733276; 
07769 187851. Cheshire. 
SUZUKI KATANA 1100 
1982, 70% complete nut & 
bolt restoration, call for full 
details, £2500 Tel. 07802 
809931 . Hampshire. 
YAMAHA SRX600 German 
import now on D plate, 1986, 
bought as a complete 
original runner for light 
restoration, now partially 
dismantled, fuel tank needs 
repair, 43,000kms, 27,000 
miles, £500 Tel. 01535 
645314. West Yorkshire. 
YAMAHA XJ900F 1992, 
good condition, MoT August 
2015, 53k miles, nearly new 
tyres, Bridgestone BT45s, 
lovely bike, £1500 Tel. 01 629 
814269; 07875 275657. 

Derbyshire. 


PARTS FOR SALE 


AJS 350cc, engine plus 
gearbox, good, 1960 stripped 
down crank reconditioned, 
99% complete, £350 Tel. 
07922 0431 21. Essex. 
AMAL 600-900 two pairs 
Amal carburettors 600-900 
series, very good condition, 
£40 Tel. 01322 272940. Kent. 
ARIEL LEADER spares: 
outer body shell, tail cover, 
battery carrier, toolbox, 
swinging arms, footrests, 
brake pedal, brake parts, fork 
parts, gear clusters, clutch 
parts, cylinder heads, 
primary covers, Ariel Arrow 
dummy tank. Tel. 01634 
843803 after 7pm. Kent. 
BOBBER DUPLEX FRAME 
hardtail, looks like 1960, 
T120, engine plates, oil tank, 
chainguard, mudguard, 
sprocket, £195. Unit T100 
crankshaft clutch, gear 
shaft, gears, £95, buyer 
collects. Tel. 01525 378332. 
Beds. 

BSA A10 B33 gearbox 
complete, main and inner 
cases converted to RRT2 
spec, shafts and gears for 
sale. Tel. Gareth 07811 
271702. Mid Glamorgan. 
BSA Cl 2 tool box, powder 
coated, black, £35; rear half 
of frame, £25; BSA 
sidestand, £65 (new) not 
Indian gasket set, £1 0. Tel. 
01535 611181. West 

Yorkshire. 


BSA GP CARB stamped T3, 
GP 11/2" body damaged 
sell or exchange for 
standard BSA gearbox, BSA 
fibre glass petrol tank, c/bolt 
fixing, £50 ono. Tel. 01909 
568093. South Yorks. 
HEADLAMP SCREENS 
£10 each. Harley Davidson 
rear shocks, £50. Harley 
Davidson Cruiser pegs, 
2006, Street Bob, £75. 
Yamaha XS650 workshop 
manual, £15. Harley 
Davidson Sportster footrests 
and rear brake master & 
gear lever, £90 ono Tel. 
07790 934835. Staffs. 
HONDA CB200 carbs, £40. 
Suzuki Bandit stand, £20. 
Kawasaki 200 carb, £25. 
Honda pliers and spanners 
£5 each. GDI 75 12v coil, 
£10. Tel. 07951 894005. 
West Midlands. 

HONDA CBF350F wheel 
bearings front or rear, £10 
plus p&p £3. Honda 
CBF350F, 1973, l/h black 
side panel, slight crack from 
edge, easily repaired, £10 
plus p&p £3. Tel. 01909 
483014; 07899 794998. 

Notts. 

HONDA CB350F 1973, front 
wheel, very good chrome, 
complete with brake disc, 
speedometer, drive & new 
bearings, £1 1 5 plus £1 0 p&p. 
Honda CBF350 1973, l/h 
exhaust bracket as new, £1 0 
plus p&p. Honda CBF350 
genuine brand new boxed 
glass reflector - bulb 
assembly, £20 plus £3.50 
p&p or collect. Tel. 01909 
483014; 07899 794998. 

Notts. 

KAWASAKI W800 pair 
unused exhaust/silencers, 
£300 Tel. 01661 853032. 
Northumberland. 
MOTORCYCLE RACK two 
spectacles, takes large and 
small, one part bolts 
permanently to towbar you 
can still tow trailer when bike 
on, store specs in boot, no 
speed limit if not towing 
trailer, £80 collection only Tel. 
07770 115727 before 5pm. 
Surrey. 

SHED CLEARANCE 1980s 
K75-100 Sprint fairing with 
fittings, FJ1200 side panels, 
mudguards, wheels, stainless 
exhaust system, mirrors, VFR 
GDI, 2002 Piaggio X9 500 
spares or repair, would make 
good auto jumble stock. Tel. 
07747 020725. Essex. 
TRIUMPH PARTS Unit 500, 
anchor plate HINA, £3. 
Folding right hand footrest, 
£15. Bracket for rear guard 
F5962, £5. Unit 650 main 
shaft high gear, 26T T1914, 
£1 5. Anchor plate HI 797, £3. 
Engine sprocket 29T E5446, 
£10. PR TT Pipes, good 
condition, £35. Pre unit gear 
box outer cover, £25. Slick 
shift inner cover, £20. Dunlop 
rim WM2 x 18 free pay 
postage, all plus postage 
Tel. 01933 355796. 

Northants. 


REAR LIGHT CLUSTER 

Bonneville (Hinckley) brand 
new, perfect and complete, 
cost £95, bought buy not 
fitted, £45 postage + £7.90 
cost Tel. Pete 07476 267995. 
West Yorks. 

BMW F800GS Givi crash 
bars, new, £65. Honda 
CBF1000A7, fairing lowers, 
£50. MZ mirror, £10. Tel. 
01282 697827; 0774 850361 . 

CAGIVA 125 FRECCIA 

model spare parts, Yamaha 
TDR 250, 1992, forks, seat, 
clock + rev counter, exhaust 
pipes, tail pipes, heat shields, 
rear wheel hub, garage 
cleanout. Wanted Suzuki 
RG125. Tel. 07853 134475. 
Durham. 

HONDA CB250N Frame, 
WLB, £65. Rear mudguard 
CB250N, £15. Side stand, 
c/w bits, £12 plus other 
parts. Tel. 01268 413174 or 
07947 145239. Essex. 
HONDA CBX750 clocks, 
headlight frame, clutch 
complete, engine casings 
Honda NT\/650 clocks, 
CB250 Jade clocks, 
GPZ600R clocks, GT550/ 
750 Kawasaki clocks April ia 
RSI 25 clock. Tel. 07858 
134475. Durham. 
KAWASAKI W800 pair 
unused exhaust/silencers, 
£300 Tel. 01661 853032. 
Tyne & Wear. 

MAGNUM BRAKE DISC 

mounted lock, steel 
construction, comes with 
two keys, £9 ono. Tel. 01 522 
800764. Lines. 

OIL PUMP & PLUNGER 
brand new for early 250/350 
Honda K Series, right hand 
side exhaust for Honda 
250/350 K series, Honda 250 
head gasket brand new. Tel. 
01531 633324. Hereford. 
SHED CLEARANCE 1980s 
K75-100 Sprint fairing with 
fittings, FJ1200 side panels, 
mudguards, wheels, stainless 
exhaust system, mirrors, VFR 
GDI, 2002 Piaggio X9, 500 
spares or repair, would all 
make good auto jumble 
stock. Tel. 07747 020725. 
Essex. 

SUZUKI GSX250 crash 
bars, fair condition, £35 Tel. 
01626 681109. Devon. 
TRIUMPH BONNEVILLE 

Hinckley, brand new perfect 
and complete rear light cluster, 
cost £95, never fitted, £45 + 
postage £7.90 cost. Tel. 
01 274 56881 2. West Yorks. 
YAMAHA SR600 conversion 
NEB engineering crankcase, 
barrel, piston, crank and 
con rod piston, race or road, 
£600 ovno Tel. 01 905 26726. 
Worcester. 

SUZUKI GSX250 rear carrier, 
reasonable condition, £35 
Tel. 01626 681109. Devon. 
YAMAHA TDR250 standard 
exhausts, two sets of end 
cans, vgc, £1 50 ono. Various 
MK1DTLC parts engine, 
parts plastic, £150 ono. Tel. 
07914 357494. North Lines. 
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BRAKES 


THE NAME IN FRICTION YOU KNOW AND TRUST 

BRAKE AND CLUTCH REUNIlUG SERVICE 

^ Professional' Service Est 1 980 

* Classic, Vintage, Specials & Obsolete 

* Oonded, Rtveted, Machined 

* Wide choice of asbestos froe lining compounds 

* To suit all applications, Road use, Trails 4 Racing 

* 24 Hour nnail order service 
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Custom Brakes £ Hvdraulics Ltd,. Unit E 
Holbrook Rise, Holbrook Ind Estate. Shefficldi S20 SFG 

Telr 01142 767971 wwvu.cystombrakes.co.yk 
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QiaaEty Chrome Ltd 
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Motorcycle 
Electrical Services 

Manufacturers and designers of wiring hamessea 
for Britieh motorcyclistSp past and present 

Our pncwducts aie available Hirough most ouUels 
handliirg British blkfis spares. Extensive range. 

Mosi makes ol British moiomycle harnesses available from slock 
or to oidei. Ail our harnssse^ am handmade here in the UK. 

Phone Of wriie to- 

Motorcycle Electrical Services 

Unit A 2 . Wedgnock Ind. Est., Harris Road, 
WaiVfECk CV 34 SJU.Td: Warwick | 01 B 26 ) 49 d 75 e 
Email: sue^maalimlted.net 


ENGINEERING 


Don’t Slip it - Grip it 

Brake Shoes & Clutch Plates 

professionally re-lined with top quality 
materials for veteran, road and 
competition use. 

Oversize linings available. 

Alloy brake shoe casting. 

All makes and models catered for 
at competitive prices. 

UK collection and delivery. 

SflFTEK<4»: 

1 Rawfolds Ind Est, Bradford Road, 
Cleckheaton, West Yorks BD19 5LT 
01274 862666 

Website: www.saftek.co.uk 
Email: sales@saftek.co.uk 


To advertise eall 
Leon or Jane 
on 01507 
524004 


MAGNETOS 


MAGNETOS 

Dynamos, Regulators rebuilt - 
guaranteed three years. 

One-off components. 

Exhaust pipes manufactured to pattern. 
Please quote CBG 
D. H. Day, Aldrans, Church Hill, 
Wroughton, Swindon, Wiltshire SN4 9JR 
Tel. Swindon (01793) 812323 
Fax: (01793) 845323 


NUMBER PLATES 




CLASSIC NUMBEft PLATES 

e U5 atyovr foeaf show! 

Spe<^piittsin jhs manufoaurf^^opplyofQlifomfofi of 
pfom foryotir classic, pl\js arty other vehicles 
J?oi7i rrocCarj DO modern day. 

NUMBER PLATE CENTRE 

Trade & Wholesale enquiries from UK & Worldwide welcome 
Unit 1 3j 272 MonlgomBiy Sl^ Sparkbnaokj flirmingharn B11 1 DS 
Tel: 0121 7738107 Fax: 0121 772 8136 
da video I lierSB^hotmai l.co.uk 
www.numbe rplat€centre.coni 


PAINTWORK 


jonnysquire.com ^ oid school by dosign' 
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TRADING POST 


BOOK YOUR AD ONLINE NOW 


online www.classicbikeguide.com 


post/fax Fill in the coupon on page 114 


Z1000J CARBS for spares 
or slight repair, £30; Clymer 
and genuine manuals for 
same £10; RRW seat pod 
plastics, r/w, minor marks 
£30; Haynes manual for 
same, £5; tatty race can, £1 0, 
collection preferred, but will 
post for extra. Tel. 07479 
61 31 55. Northamptonshire. 


WANTED 


AMC ENGINE Model 25C, 
number 16324 250cc - 
single, designed Piatti Italy, 
built in Birmingham, looking 
for workshop & parts manual, 
please can you help? Tel. 
01952 255617. Shropshire. 
ANY MAKE motorcycle 
runner, non runner, basket 
case or just engine or petrol 
tank, retirement project. Tel. 
01751 474984 or 07415 
431944. East Yorks. 

ANY MAKE OR SIZE classic 
motorcycle wanted from a 
basket case to one in nice or 
restored condition, cash waiting. 
Tel. 07811 189755. Staffs. 

BIG TWIN WANTED Big 
Twin wanted, AJS/ Matchless, 
Triumph, BSA, Ariel, basket 
case project (incomplete rusty 
etc) hence reasonable price. 
Tel. 01978 842668. Clwyd. 
BING 40MM CARBS 
wanted for a 1988, BMW 
R100GS, numbers 94/40/ 
123 and 124. Tel. 01302 
310300. South Yorkshire. 
BSA improved Models A & B 
wanted, also standards 
Britanni plus originals, Falkes 
and other lever operated item 
Tel. 01689 852862. 

BSA A10/A65 restoration 
project or spares wanted, 
any model, any condition, 
incomplete or damaged ok, 
will travel. Tel. 07932 948153. 
Notts. 

BSA GOLDEN FLASH 

prefer non plunger model, 
must be excellent and 
original, cash waiting for the 
right bike. Tel. 07866 667242. 
Derbyshire. 

BSA ROUND TANK wanted 
magneto pinion. Tel. 01285 
652612. Glos. 

CLASSIC BIKE or project 
Cafe Racer or Race or Special 
anything considered even 
incomplete collect anywhere, 
also wanted classic scrambler 
anything considered Tel. 
07931 557018; 01613 

350497 eves. Lancs. 

HONDA GL1000 Goldwing 
wanted prefer runner but 
anything considered also 
looking for good spares. Tel. 
07828 103437. Notts. 
DOUGLAS WANTED SW5 
or 6 model, any condition, 
project or goer. Tel. 01978 
842668. Clwyd. 

FOR EXCHANGE Britains 
1940's/50s collection of lead 
soldiers, cowboys, farm & 
zoo animals plus others, 
boxed garden/flower set etc, 
sell or part exchange for 
Norton featherbed single or 
twin spares, why? Tel. 01604 
756589. 


HONDA MBX50/80 any 

condition considered, prefer 
low mileage, original 
unrestored bike, private buyer 
wanted for personal collection, 
sensibly priced. Tel. 07981 
132778. Norfolk. 

JAMES COMET wanted must 
be in good condition. Tel. 07804 
873351 . Oxfordshire. 
MATCHLESS G5 complete 
bike or parts, anything 
considered. Tel. 07747 020725. 
Essex. 

MOTO GUZZI 850/1 000 round 
barrel cylinders wanted in good 
condition with or without pistons, 
good price paid, can collect. Tel. 
Mike 01 162 707774. Leics. 
STOCK EXHAUST SYSTEM 
and rear mudguard for 
Kawasaki W650. Tel. 01922 
415137. West Midlands. 
SUZUKI TS400 parts wanted, 
anything considered including 
complete bike. Tel. 01305 
826670. Dorset. 

TRIUMPH SPRINTER 60s 
wanted, any condition. Tel. 
01543 683891. Staffs. 
TRIUMPH T140 or Yamaha 
XS650 electric start complete 
engine and gearbox unit. Tel. 
01904 703878. York. 
TRIUMPH TIGER 110 wanted 
rear frame, petrol tank, rear 
brake plate. Tel. Aan 01904 
488966 after 7pm. North 

^^rU'chinp 

TRIUMPH TIGER CUB T20 

200, 1 960s, wanting to use it this 
summer, so no restoration. Tel. 
01642 322236. Cleveland. 
TRIUMPH TROPHY TR6 
1968-1971 pre oil in frame, 
must be in good condition, 
good price offered for correct 
bike. Tel. 07779 252954. 
Worcs. 

TRIUMPH TWIN restoration 
project or any spares wanted, 
any model in any condition, 
but pre unit rigid 500/650 ideal, 
will travel. Tel. 07932 9481 53. 
Nottingham. 

WANTED FOR AN ITOM 

lookalike project 50-1 OOcc 
machine Beagle? Dunkley 
Whippet Sport? Motobi? or 
why? most things considered. 
Tel. 01708 751653. Essex. 
WANTED BANTAM DIO 
CARB headlamp glass and 
rim, CGI 25 parts. Tel. 07934 
114301. Gwent. 

WANTED BSA M20WD 
toolbag, 33-9030 tyre levers 
66-91 68 tappet spanner 65- 
9133, dynamo short, have 
superb factory built trailer for 
sale, one/three bikes, 
quadbikes. Tel. 07971 223707. 
South Yorks. 

WANTED CYCLEMASTER 

autocycle or just parts, also 
wanted NSU quickly or parts. 
Tel. 07790 168224. 

Birmingham. 

WANTED FOR Honda CB175 
K6 Super Sports, good 
condition parts, wheels, 
mudguards, will consider any 
bits to make it look better than it 
is at moment, contact me if you 
have any parts for this model. 
Tel. 01685 871806; 07475 
870633. Mid Glamorgan. 


WANTED STOCK 

EXHAUST system for a 
Kawasaki W650. Tel. 01922 
415137. West Midlands. 
WANTED TRITON or Special 
Cafe Racer, any condition. Tel. 
07931 557018; 01613 

350497 evenings. Lancs. 
ANY MAKE OR SIZE of 
classic motorcycle wanted 
from a basket case to one in 
nice or restored condition, 
cash waiting. Tel. Mark 
07811 189755. Staffs. 
CAGIVA RIVER 600 fuel tap 
required. Tel. 01482 849175; 
07847 165097. East Yorks. 
CB900F FRAME or rolling 
chassis wanted, will consider 
full cheap bike, must have 
V5, Yorks/Lancs area. Tel. 
07745 645013. South Yorks. 
HONDA CD200TB 12 volt 
model in good mechanical & 
cosmetic condition, MoT or 
capable or passing MoT. Tel. 
01227 740909. Kent. 

JAP MUSCLE BIKE retro 
style or cruiser by private 
buyer, prefer KZ1 000, 
KZ1300, XS1100 CRVmax 
will consider all bikes offered, 
must be top condition, cash 
waiting. Tel. 07950 398750. 
West Midlands. 
MATCHLESS G5 complete 
bike or parts, anything 
considered. Tel. 02085 
501598. Essex. 

MOTO GUZZI 850/1000 
round barrel cylinders 
wanted in good condition 
with or without pistons, good 
price paid, can collect. Tel. 
Mike 01 16 2707774. Leics. 
SPARES WANTED for 1968 
Honda SSI 25, headlamp 
holder, centre stand, silencers, 
front mudguard, fork ears, 
plus any other spares you may 
have. Tel. Justin 07584 
078681 . London. 

SUZUKI DR400'Stwinshock 
parts wanted, anything 
considered. Tel. 01305 
826670. Dorset. 

YAMAHA RD400/250 parts 
wanted. Tel. 07976 621 728. 
South Yorkshire. 

YAMAHA TZR250 2M/V1 KT 
chain protector, looking for 
the rubber chain protector, it 
fits around the front left of the 
swingarm and has a support 
strip from top to bottom with 
a bolt hole midway, near the 
opposite of the curved end. 
Tel. 07982 239864. Lancs. 
YAMAHA RD250 or RD350, 
air cooled, crank cases and 
expansion chambers wanted. 
Tel. 07977 315107. Leics. 


MISCELLANEOUS 


ALUMINIUM CAST petrol 
cap come two stroke oil 
gauge funnel, fine thread, 
screw on type, says one to 
gallon, cast writing on cap 
top says essolube, rarity. Tel. 
01923 677362. Herts. 
CRASH HELMET large. 
Roof, medium blue metallic, 
as new not worn, up and over 
visor, £65 plus £5 p&p or 
collect Tel. 01909 4834014; 
07899 794998. Notts. 


BMW hard-case touring 
luggage for sale, ex R1 1 0OS, 
£200 ono Tel. 01 452 41 2572. 
Gloucs. 

BOOKS: BSA Twins by 
Walker, Whatever Happened 
to the British Motorcycle 
Industry by Bert Hopwood. 
Tel. Gareth 07811 271702. 
Mid Glamorgan. 

CLASSIC MOTORCYCLE 
first 10 years in hardbound 
volumes, vgc, £300 ovno Tel. 
01543 683891. Staffs. 
FIAMMA F45S AWNING 
used twice only, excellent 
condition, fits SWB Transit 
van or similar, photos 
available, £100 Tel. 01793 
644724. Avon. 

HARLEY DAVIDSON 
BOOTS medium, brown, 
excellent condition as new, 
size 42, £60 plus £5 p&p or 
collect Tel. 01909 483014; 
07899 794998. Notts. 
HUNTER BOOTS size six, 
as new, £75. Vintage Wicker 
Hamper for carrier to take 
tools, food etc, £35. Tel. 
01702 520956. Essex. 
INSTRUCTION BOOK for 
Triumph 1 939 covering Tiger 
70/80/1 00 speed twins 

6S/5H/5S/3H//3S/2H & 2HC 
£10 includes postage Tel. 
01225 768716. Wiltshire. 
KETT two piece black hide 
42”-44” leathers, Fieldsheer 
and Trident boots, size 9, 
waterproof oversuit, black 
open face cruiser open face 
cruiser helmet gloves etc, 
little used, £160 ono. Tel. 
01332 810526. Derbys 
LADIES BLACK LEATHER 
motorbike jacket, padded 
elbows, good condition, size 
1 6, £50 ono. Mens new laced 
side motorbike trousers as 
new, waist 40", inside leg 29" 
Tel. 07790 934835. Staffs. 
LEATHER BOOTS full shin 
height, size 9, good 
condition, new zip, old style, 
£50 Tel. 01344 466068; 
07759 607498. 

LEATHER JACKET new, 
black, size 44 fully lined, 
zipper, five pockets, high 
collar, elasticated waist/rim, 
£55 Tel. 01344 466068; 
07759 607498. Berkshire. 
MAGAZINES two Motor 
Cycle mags one October 87, 
one November 87, plus 
International Service Guide, 
1 992 Motor Cycle calender, 
good condition, all £1 0 +p&p. 
Tel. 07788 981908. Bristol. 
MAGAZINES: Practical 

Sportsbikes Magazines, 
issues 1-50 inclusive, good 
condition, £150 plus p&p. 
Tel. 07899 770367. Devon. 
MOTORCYCLE CLOTHING 
four leather, two waterproof 
jackets, four leather trousers, 
six gloves, one leather 
waistcoat, one HJC crash 
helmet, two pairs leather 
boots. Tel. 07786 737649. 
Leics. 

SWAG MAN traditional soft 
panniers, brand new, £50 
Tel. 01751 431409. North 
Yorks. 


MOTORCYCLE PADDOCK 
STAND assembly, colour 
silver, heavy duty, rear wheel 
fixing, £30 collection only. 
Tel. 01909 483014; 07899 
794998. Notts. 
MOTORCYCLE PIN 

BADGES enamel, disposing 
of my collection of over 1 00 
pins, some original and old, 
example New Hudson, New 
Imperial, Ariel (Horses head), 
Levis, Mobiloil, Hepolite 
pistons, Humber and many 
more, not expensive, but 
priced differently, + some old 
TT badges, 1934, 96, 83 etc 
also rare Weis spark plug, 
£250 the lot absolute bargain 
+ p&p Tel. 01946 834979. 
Cumbria. 

NEW COMPRESSOR not 

used Sealey SA5020, 8 Bar 
2 HP, 50 litre tank not 
Chinese, was £200 now 
£110, buyer collects. Tel. 
01642 484073 after 6pm. 
Cleveland. 

OXY-ACETYLENE gas 

welding kit, comprising 
bottles, gauges, pipes, torch, 
jets and goggles, £70 the lot 
Tel. 01 793 644724. Swindon. 
OSSA MAR spare parts 
catalogue, 12 pages, A4, 
every part pictured, 
numbered a must every 
owner/restorer, £12 inc p&p 
Tel. 07434 072785. Lancs. 
SEALEY PETROL WATER 
PUMP as new, complete 
with instructions, 55ml inlet - 
55ml outlet with filter, 1st pull 
start, model EWP050, on 
skids, £130 p&p to be 
negotiated or collect Tel. 
01909 483014; 07899 

794998. Notts. 

SHOEIflip front helmet as 
worn by police, new worn 
twice, white, size large, cost 
£250 accept £50. Tel. 01708 
450968. Essex. 

YAMAHA XJR1200/1300 
collector box, as new, £60 
Tel. 07790 934835. Staffs. 
TANK BAG Endurance 
Cargo, Trail Pack, Oxford, 
both in excellent condition, 
£40 Tel. 01885 410427. 
Worcs. 

NORTON COMMANDO 

850 Mark 3 Workshop 
Manual & replacement Parts 
Catalogue, all models from 
1975, both near perfect 
condition, £20 the pair plus 
postage & packaging. Tel. 
01225 768716. Wiltshire. 
REGISTRATION NUMBER 
'AR13 LVH' on retention 
certificate, all fees paid, 
perfect for an Ariel 
motorcycle enthusiast, note 
can only be applied to post 
2013 vehicles, £500 Tel. 
07541 026654. West 

Yorkshire. 

TRIUMPH 650 unit tools, 
primary chain adjustor, points 
oil seal, TDC tool rocker 
spindle tool, valve guide drift, 
£35 inc p&p Tel. 01305 
814091. Dorset 


128 APRIL 2015 II CLASSIC BIKE GUIDE 




SERVICES GUIDE 


PAINTWORK 



ROY BARRETT (Artist) 


Motoring Artdst, 
Covering limited 
Editiojis and 
Originals. 
Motori::ycle 
Paintings 

Company eitabitshi^d 

forovei r 5 years 

T: 01935 S295 12 E; roybarrett69@'btinternct.coni 
WWW- a rt-of -moto ring- co.uk 


POWDER COATING 


^ MERSEYSIDE 
Show Wihhihg Finishers' 

Top powder coatings^ Quick tumarouncf, 

GrVl & bfa^itng, 2 pack (Mshingr 

Alffy/ St ^tainl9^ waldtng 
£ polrsbmg Vintage & ctasmc specialists 

ELITE ENGINEERING 
& POWDER COATINGS 

THE eox WORKS, HEYSHAM ROAD, AIMTREE, 
LIVERPOOL MERSEYSIDE LSO SUR 
^ Email, eapc^tiotma il.ca.uk A 

TEL. 01 S 1 524 283 d ^ 



Unlike our competition You can be sure we will 
not just rush your valuable parts through with 
some industrial job lot. 

UK collection & delivery service. 


QUALITY IS NOT EXPENSIVE IT IS PRICELESS 


Unit 3, Bradware Industrial Park, Harris Street, 
Bingley, BD16 lAE Tel: 01274 562474 
WWW. Triple-S. co. uk. 
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SPEEDOS 
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I ^ Also clocks to anti-clock conversions I ^ ;■ 

V* (speedo's or rev counters), PA speedos, 8 day 

inSaF and Quartz clocks, prewar amp meters. 

All instruments to original specs. Fast efficient service - 
Reasonable prices 1 2 months guarantee. 

WE ARE ALSO HAPPY TO PURCHASE FAULTY SPEEDO'S OR TAKE THEM IN PART EXCHANGE 
Ian Bartram, Enfield Mill Lane, Barnby, Beetles, Suffolk NR34 7PZ. Tel 01502 476612 
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VINTAGE TYRES 


TRIUMPH 

THRUXTON 

High performance T120 and 
TlOO Spitfire Cams, Tappets, 
Exhausts, Thruxton Silencers, 

Gas Flowed Heads, Dynamic 
Balancing, Alloy Tanks, Racing Seats, 
Fairings, Close Gears, Rearset 
Footrests and all parts to improve the 
T120 and TlOO 
FULL RESTORATION SERVICE. 

SEND SAE FOR LISTS 

GEORGE HOPWOOD 
020 8300 9573 

Racing Preparation since 1960 
1 12 Wren Road, Sidcup, Kent DA14 4NF 

www.hoppybikes.co.uk 


SADDLEWORTH 
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IWENTER RESTORATION; 



CJ POWDER COATINGS ltd 

As used by RC’s Mike Poweii 

• EPOXV f POLY ESTER POWDER COATING 


CJ POWDER COATINGS ltd 

As used by PC’s Mike Poweti 


EPOXY I POLYESTER POWDER COATING 
• PHOSPHATING - SHOT BLASTING 


QDAUTY FRIENDLY SERVICE, 
AT THE RIGHT PRICE 


Units, Hufnberston Uusine’S? Centre, Jackson Place. 
Qrimsby, NE Lines. DN36 4AS 

Tel; 01472 211222 Fax: 01472 211333 


ALLDENS EXHAUSTS 


Spediifists in making BESPOKE STAINLESS 
STEEL EXHAUST systems for all British and 
; foreign bikes 


We can buitd to your copy a 

pattern, or alter the design of the 
exhaust system if needed. 

We are sympathetk. to the ityte ofytfur 
bike, and wift retain it*s originaf look. 
Pfease ring or e-maii to discuss your 
requirements. 


DEM TIETZE 

ArdgiTAft Workf, NC'Wtoft eusinesf p 9 tK nas«n, Llr>cs LMS JWA 
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Email: $al4$^ubaengineer$.co.uli. 
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Classic Tyres 
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www.cwylde.co.uk 

Email: sales^cwylde.co.uk • TaU 0113 243 388B 



CUSSIC METALWORK RESTORATION 


DE-CQRROSFON SERVICES, LItll&ldn Lane, Shipper ton 
TWl 7 0 N F, E mai I: -cpr-serv^^hotma il.co+u k 

01^12 tP7798 S41IJie7 


Over 60 year's experience 

Fine finishing for your frames and 

components 

Micro Fine Bl^ast Cl&anmg and 
Paintwork Relinishing 
Powder Coat ing or 
Stove Enam, el !3ng in dll 
Standard Colours 
Collection and Delivery can be 
arranged 

VIstEors Welcome - 
Fast Turnaround Times 




(£[ki333(g 


Uni! 3 Manor Famir Easl End, IVoftb CrawleY„ 
niJrLin[;fuP3shire MK1 6 W 

hpm \4nn - S^l 

WWW. piecision-mc-paintwi rK,co,iti 
Enquifies ilso welromr Id pniqHi4iitMiHki'h«lin3dt.r«iii 


£,jT jrp Possibly the best known 

HI I i Ti INI I comi pa ny for supplies of 

STAINLESS stainless fixing for 


VELOCETTE MOTORCYCLES: 

• Thruxton * Venom • Viper • MSS 
• Vogue • Rigids • LE • Valiant 

years oftjuafity parts supp/ied Ground worid 


SILENT STAINLESS LTO., UrU Kl Troon Way Business Centre, 
HLimberstone l&ne. Lskister li4 9 HA 

Tel: 01 1 6 271 1117 Mobile on 0797 372 2723 
ema il g raham^ilentstd inless.co.uk 

www.si lentsta ini ess .co. u k 
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Southampton Vapourblast Services 


VapourMqua blasting & Ultrasonic cleaning 


For A f ASt, 
friendly, 
professional 
service 


Tei^ 078^0 95 3960 ftay/eve * inlo^oirthaniptonviiipourbltst-co.uk 
WMrw.southamptOitvapoii rblast.co. uk 
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LEADERS IN CLASSIC LUBRICATION 

Castrol XL30, XXL40, GP50, XL20w/50 
Castrol R, M plus all original Gear Oils. 
Valvemaster & Valvemaster Plus Octane. 

One litre, Gallon, Home Workshop Drum sizes. 
Free UK mainland delivery offers. 
www.castrolclassicoils.co.uk 
Castroi Ciassic Oiis Tei: 01954 231668 



HIDE-DE-HI CLASSIC BIKE OIL FILTER 


Slimiino eirternai cartridge ori fiitw Apprcmc. i '// dijni x 7' long 

Can- tH hiddien - to keep period look. CJhK. blBet madvhed ilioy. Black anedkzed fnistL 

Pf^OLOm ITS LIFE 

Brake Drum Skimmhng [>er wheeHcanaccommodafte wheel Atyie 
Uitfpjrp PO- Cash lownrr's riih) mnd Hiquiiiei to: 

BetUfhl. iftmbltdcn. Hirrts 

lEVFam. 91 tl tSJS. Email: 8iightB«#Ml.c4rTi 


MOTORCYCLE SEAT RENOVATION SERVICE 


I SUPPUEHS OF f\fEW SEATS FOR MOST SHfllSN CLASSIC BIKES \ 
LOOSE COVERS & FOAfVIS SUPPLIED 
Please ph-one lor detalis and prVee list 

R. K. LEICHTON 

\mj i, MTRIKE COURT, PRICE STREET, PIFiy|«jCK*ll i 

T«l: 0121 3S9 0S14 

CniBiit in io^yfc-i*ight4»*.co.uk www.rk-lei^hitafT»coeuk 

suTs, Bou s & sum 

Aqua Bead BlasUng 

Th^ ProfMsionat Fiaish ForAlumimum Farli' 

CNC iiiKknaLerk 




I'-iilL r«HE^ ■ J 

uml nrfTulrf Hir 

I v\ i Hln 

mnt<irf s ck^. 


mm drwrtttf - i>K#f 4(F;ft4tfs In flt4 


] iMf !itrittda hoAd, FoTMdl-lLiid, 
1S^ NvnpkHLFMMk KHIb HIT 


jfflotal?a eta 

Td; 0l^79^M2O 
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MOLLSPRINGS 
MOTORCYCLES 

SERVICING, REPAIRS, TYRES, 

MOT PREP, RECOVERY. .W.y ^cars «prmrce- 

I BRITISH, JAPANESE & EUROPEAN MOTORCYCl .FS j 
PAST AND PRESENT 

UNIT 19, TEL/FAX 01 4S4 660295 

NONLHY BUSINESS CCNTS-ftn j it 701^0^7 

NEWMILi ROAD.HONLCV MUCILL U/&4J /UyU!f/ 
jllOLMFIRTH HD9 6QB 

For full details see ww w;moll&prings.eo,uk ga| 

Email mollspHngsl^^Itve.com ^ 






Chestnut 


Rcjjistralioiis 

c? 


PAS37G 


ALL MOTORCYCLE 
NUMBERPLATES 
MANUFACTURED 


Tel 0151 924 6480 

Order online wvvw.chestnut-regi Strati ons.co.uk 


Reproduction Tax Discs 


■ Trtnn Khniicni d/ica ‘ AUy^ra 

* C4i2iiA>THP3vd r^uirrg stsmp ■> jrry ifaCE]- and locaHarr 

* C^mpitted in ctfmct JiyM for p«nM of ftft bitnk 

’ Svnl on dWrli ^wovrew £3 w £1 2 

** Li/^fOlina fmo ^uantnf^ 



REG f^UMBER^ RCUGHT ¥QR CASH 


www,popiargreg.com 

01432 353963 07710 2$7336 mob seven day service 

www.stairilessmiddleton.co. 


STAINLESS ENHANCE YOUR MACHiNE fOREVER > 


BOITS * AUEH SCREWS « NUTS - WAS1HERS * HD5E CUPS • NIPPLES - BAH • ETC 
CYCLE. aSF. BSW. ESfl. BSE. UMF. UIN<X METRIC AND METRIC FINE 
ASK ¥QW FRiEtiDS.., WHO HAS THE WIDEST RANGE? WHO HAS THE BEST 
QUALITY? WHO NAS THE BEST MAH SEBVICET 

D. MIDDLETON & SON ^ 

UtiS. LajJy Aral Milk Batey: W&st'Ms. WF170P3 
GAULERS WELCCfME BV APPOINIMEhTT 
TH:0tflS4 iTmiT 24-hr 
FAe: >01924 4707M 

EnuJI: ■Al«i#itwihnimKkllilafiLCii.uk 



33fd¥EAn 

DFTflADING 




• Fork Springs • Saddle Springs 
, • Valve Springs 

CtlVG • Special or Replacement 
, Springs 

Springs for your Classic or Vintage 

Motorcycle in Carbon or S/Steel 

PHONE, WRITE OR CALL IN 

BOB, ACTIVE SPRINGS 

Poplars Trading Estate, Redditch Road, Studley, Warwickshire B80 7AY 

Tel: 01527 854932 Fax: 01527 854969 
www.activesprings.co.uk 
email: robert@active-springs.co.uk 


PAM 22L 


Dateless or Interesting 
Registration Numbers 

With or without vehicles 


WANTED 


Tel. 0191 284 6766 or 07970 511777 

Email: nm@jnplates.com 

WWW. i n p latesxo m 


22 RBC 






SAx:, 



WfieFB I^sgend was mads L_. ** 

TRIUMPH BONNEVILLE TllO & T140 SPECIALIST 

* MeHilEn factory l^chnil; inn « Bikes. CiDught and Id 

• Based [ust 1 mUe Iram ilia original * Repairs & Resloralioos 

laEtoryll {ciur-awn pfcmises) • Friendly service 

RO VAL EN FIELD NOW 1 N STOC K 

We specialise in engine rebwiiWs j 

w w w.mer i deiimo t ofcycles.co.uh 

Windmill Hous^, Walsh Lane, Meriden CV7 7JY 

01676 623S3S 
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The carb's saga 

Derek Pickard explores the evolution of AmaVs Concentric 
carburettor and tests the Mkl Premier, its latest incarnation 


PHOTOS BY DEREK PICKARD, PAUL JENNINGS AND IAN HINGLEY 

THE AMAL CONCENTRIC carb has played a 
significant role in the riding life of many a British 
motorcycle owner, and what started as an all-new 
carb in the late 1960s is still going today. 

Spurred on by competitors offering improved 
components at attractive prices, the Amal 
Carburettor Company introduced a new ‘Premier’ 
Concentric a couple of years ago. It’s meant to be 
much improved over the original. Let’s see. 

The origin of the Mkl goes back nearly 50 years 
to when Amal needed to upgrade after a decade- 
long run of the Monobloc, which had the problem 
of being a single-sided unit. The old Mono came in 
for some criticism from bike manufacturers who 
were keen to fit twin and triple carbs that were 
appropriately handed. The Concentric’s design 
allowed inexpensive production switching between 
the two sides and used less materials, fulfilling its 
design brief. Made in Birmingham for the then- 
booming British industry, the Mkl Concentric 
certainly had some advantages: 


■ Left or right versions 

■ Compact; short and narrow 

■ Tickler enrichment for easy starting 
« Simple operation, easy to tune 

fl Ability to run at an angle. 

However, as time went by, so riders soon 
discovered some problems: 

■ Quick to wear body/slide causing air leaks 
m Harder to start when worn 

m Unreliable tickover 

M Needs regular resetting for twins / triples. 

The main cause of the problems was Amal’s 
decision to use a zinc-based alloy for the body. 

This casts and machines okay, but using the same 
metal for the slide meant the metallurgical no-no 
of like-on-like alloys, which can be a recipe for 
quick wear. Many decades ago, I asked an Amal 
manager why the company continued to make the 
Mkl from its 95% zinc-based heavy alloy, when 
user reports criticised the rapid rate of wear with 
the inevitable problems. His reply blamed the Brit 
bike makers, saying they were only prepared to pay 
a minimal price which prevented any 
improvements by components suppliers. 

While the British industry played the blame- 
game, the Japanese learned at a very early stage 
in the 1960s that the material relationship of the 
slide and body was vital for good operation and 
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In production since 1967, the old Amal Concentric gets a makeover in its new ‘Premier’ guise 



M A Triumph TR5T twin awaits its new fuel delivery device. One of 
the few secrets to decent carburation is joint surface preparation. 
Cleanliness and truth are the keys 




— It makes sense to replace the entire system if wallet integrity 
permits. Fuel taps, lines, clamps and cables. Not cheap, but worth it 


■ Fuel mixing is improved by turbulence. Filtered 
air comes in here and mixes with fuel delivered by 
the various jets, heading for a little conflagration 
inside the cylinders 


■ Although the cruciform stamp may suggest 
otherwise, the pilot jet is removable 


durability. Their carbs quickly became legendary. 
Unfortunately Amal went on making the same old 
formula for far too long. The introduction of the 
Concentric Mk2 only came about due to emissions 
regulations forcing Amal to spend some money on 
developing a new product. 

Examples of Amal’s disappointing products over 
the years include more than unsuitable metallurgy. 
This is typified by the decision to save a tiny 
amount of money by deleting a separate pilot jet in 
favour of a cheap pressed-in fixed bush which was 
very hard to clean effectively. 

As the years passed and the traditional Brit bikes 
disappeared, the old Amal factory in Birmingham 
went the same way. The design rights and brand 
name eventually became part of the Burlen group 
in Salisbury. In a new home, Amals began to be 
made alongside high volume selling SU car carbs 
and fuel pumps. Then the situation changed again 
when the UK motorcycle parts wholesaler Wassell 
did what so many have done around the world - 
sent a product to China to be replicated. 
Understandably, the Wassell version of the 
Concentric Mkl went on to the market at a 
cheaper price. 

Burlen countered by also having carb parts made 
in China while keeping the making of critical 
components, such as jets, in-house in the UK. The 
next step was a new model of Concentric, 
developed by Burlen and called the Premier. This 
was promoted as having a better body metallurgy, ^ 


CARB MYTHS BUSTED 


MYTH 1: Playing with 

carburation is easy as 
most only have three 
moving parts. Wrong. 
These things can drive 
you mad unless you 
know what you’re doing 
and fine tuning multis 
is hard. 

MYTH 2: Mikuni makes 
the best. Wrong again. 
The Concentric Mkl has 
its advantages, such as 
being compact and 
comparatively 
unsophisticated so most 
people can get its tune 
near enough. You really 
need to know what 
you’re doing with 
Mikunis as their accuracy 
makes them frustratingly 
sensitive. (Also, only the 
Concentric Mkl has the 
excellent flood tickler 
facility for the best cold 
starting.) 


MYTH 3: The bigger the 
carb the greater the 
power. Definitely wrong. 
The reason is - as 
anyone who’s worked on 
a flow bench knows - 
the bottleneck for max 
inlet flow is around the 
valve seat at both partial 
and full lift. Going up in 
carb internal diameter 
simply slows down the 
gas flow inside the carb. 
And since a carb’s 
function - in addition to 
that of a mixer - 
includes being a 
transition device (pilot 
to cutaway, cutaway to 
needle, and needle to 
main jet), the slower the 
gas speed the less 
reactive the transition. 
Don’t go bigger; stay 
with the original size. 

MYTH 4; Switching a big 
twin from its standard 


twin to single carb 
operation needs a bigger 
individual carb size. 
Wrong again. If your 
twin uses two 32mm 
carbs and you have an 
efficient inlet manifold to 
use just the one carb 
then the max size is also 
32mm. 34 or bigger can 
slightly delay pick-up 
efficiency. 

MYTH 5: All Amals 
wear quickly. Not true; 
only the larger ones 
suffer from less slide 
support at low throttle 
and wear quicker. For 
example, the slide in a 
932 has much less body 
support at the sides 
during low throttle 
openings than the slide 
in a 928, which is 
comparatively better 
held and guided, so the 
slide / body wear less 
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“ One of the more important joints on your 
engine. Leaks here - between the carb and the 
inlet manifold - play havoc with consistent 
running. Always ensure that joint surfaces are 
flat, and always use a new 0-ring 




■ Look carefully; you can work out which of 
these is the tickler, the throttle stop, and the 
pilot jet. Can’t you... 


■ Taking the Concentric’s top off allows easy removal of the throttle 
slide, its return spring and its needle, as well as the choke slide 
and its own return spring 


THE IDLE-UP ADVANTAGE 



Concentric Mkl idle speed adjuster screws (left to right): stock 
Amal, UK aftermarket extension, USA aftermarket thumb wheel 
screw with spring, and custom-made 1950s style replica idle-up 
adjuster with T-bar and angle restriction clamp 


Classic bikes have always 
had cold starting chokes, 
but no such thing as an 
idle-up facility which 
raises the throttle setting 
with the choke action for 
both easy starting and a 
higher idle speed during 
warm-up. Amal used to 
make such a device but 
dropped it with the 
introduction of the 
Monobloc in the mid- 
1950s. Fortunately such 
a facility can be 
fabricated and screwed 
on to a classic bike carb. 

For the Mkl, this 
means making an idle 
speed screw which is 
longer at the bottom to 
include space for a clamp 
and a T-bar for easy 
adjustment. This allows a 
simple lock to be clamped 
in place so the screw can 
be set to operate between 
the correct idle and being 
turned up to raise the 
cold start / fast idle. The 
maximum angular 
movement of around 200° 
is more than enough to 
achieve a range from low 
idling when hot to a 
slightly open throttle that 
matches the flooded cold 
mixture for starting. 

The trick is to set the 


idle speed the normal 
way and then tighten the 
idle-up restrictor clamp 
over to the left so the idle 
screw cannot go any 
further down. When the 
engine subsequently has 
to be restarted from cold, 
flicking the T-bar over to 
the right raises the slide 
for both starting and 
keeping the revs slightly 
higher until the engine 
has warmed. The T-bar is 
then flicked back to the 
left as far as it will go to 
regain normal idle speed. 
(For those who can make 
such a device, the thread 
in the adjuster is three- 
sixteenths cycle 26tpi). 

The result is easy 


starting and a reliable 
engine speed from cold 
with the advantage of 
being able to quickly 
alter the position of the 
T-bar for half- warm 
before full- warm. Simple, 
effective and smart. 

But of course the 
complex to make T-bar 
and clamp is not the only 
way to achieve this 
advantage. A similar 
effect can be had by using 
either the USA thumb 
wheel screw or a small 
piece of 1.5mm wire 
silver soldered into the 
bottom slot of the UK 
extension screw, as these 
can be easily adjusted 
with a gloved hand. 


described as ‘passivated aluminium’; a 
complimenting wearing material for the new slide 
design; a separate pilot jet with different circuitry, 
and a new ethanol-proof float and needle assembly. 
Burlen reiterated that UK-made jets and needles 
are of higher quality than Chinese equivalents, and 
sold the Premier online, direct from its factory at a 
very competitive price. The new Premier proved 
popular in the massive US market. 

Attracted by the promises, I took advantage of 
Burlen’s £125 offer. I asked the company to 
customise mine and leave off the choke strangler, 
as the tickler is better for starting. Both adjusters 
and tickler are positioned on the left side, to allow 
the rider’s right hand to stay on the throttle while 
the left is free to tweak. The float bowl has a large 
diameter drain plug for easy draining of old petrol 
after storage. 

There have been very few serious crimes for bad 
design on motorcyclists, but the strangler choke 
fitted by Amal certainly rates right in there. It is 
best avoided. Fortunately, one of the advantages 
with the Mkl is the ability to have its float 
chamber fuel level raised with the tickler, which 
richens the mixture for starting. Starting a flooded 
carb usually involves no more than a small amount 
of throttle, and the combination of flood and 
throttle is a great way to start a Brit bike. The only 
problem with this simple and effective richening 
system is the fact that environmental regulations in 
nearly all western countries simply forbid neat 
petrol to be splashed around. That’s progress. 

The Premier 928 Concentric was fitted to my 
restored BSA A65T which has a single central carb. 
It replaced an old worn Mkl unit. Obviously as the 
carb came from the maker with an incredible 
database, the jetting was spot on for the bike. 

The new Premier carb looks very much like the 
classic model in that it is made of a heavy alloy 
and has a dull grey surface coating. The idle layout 
has been improved, with the idle jet now being 
easily replaceable and cleaned as it is unscrewed 
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from the side opposite the idle air screw. 

The slide is an all-new design, but unfortunately 
the accuracy of the fit of the slide in the bore is 
normal Amal. The factory claims the new slide is a 
forging compared to the previous ordinary casting. 
Presumably this is done to maximise strength and 
minimise any chance of distortion. It is also hard 
anodised surface coated which is claimed to 
lengthen wearing times. 

After bolting the carb in place the improvement 
was immediate. Easier to start, and it soon settled 
to a reliable idle. When hot, all that had to be 
altered from the delivered settings were to drop the 
idle speed screw half a turn. 

With the new carb and the addition of an 
idle-up facility, the easy and effective cold starting 
routine is: 

m Turn on the petrol and tickle the carb plunger 
until it just floods 

m While down there on the carb, turn the external 
idle screw a touch to raise the idle 
m Take the kickstart through a couple of swings to 
put petrol to the pistons 

m Click on the ignition, swing on the lever and it 
usually starts first time. 

s While the engine cold-idles at around ISOOrpm, 
both hands are free to lift the bike off its 
centrestand 
A Ride away 

- Reliable idle speed of around 1100 is available 
shortly after, even with a gloved hand on the 
adjuster wheel. 

While everyone has their own take on carburation, 
the above works for me. My BSA has not been 
fitted with an electronic ignition and retains 
its stock Lucas auto advance/retard by bobweight 
system. 

The new carb is a big riding improvement, 
particularly in town. No longer does the rider have 
to remember to hold up the revs slightly at traffic 



■ The TR5T single-carb manifold awaits its Concentric, which fits... 


lights - just in case. The bike behaves like a 
new one by always idling at the set speed until 
the lights turn green and then at the next lights 
doing a repeat performance. In that respect, the 
new top-of-the-line Amal Concentric Mkl Premier 
is very sweet. 

Overall, this new Mkl proved a one-step fit and 
forget fix that delivered both good starting and 
reliable running. And a sweet idling classic bike 
is a delightful sound. It proved to be the last link 
in the chain to make the restored A65 an even 
more enjoyable bike. Money well spent. 
Recommended, 



■ ...like this. Premier carb and 
TR5T: a perfect pair? 
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II OPINION II 


ILLUSTRATION BY MARTIN SQUIRES 


THERE IS A cliche somewhere which says 
something along the lines of ‘all motorcycles 
and all people are customised’. If I was 
smarter I’d be able to find the exact quote, 
but I’m not, so here we are. The important 
point is the idea that as soon as we - that’s 
you, me, anyone else - buys a bike, we 
immediately start to personalise it, to 
customise it, to make it our own. It might 
even be true, as cliches often are. 

As it happens. I’m not a great fan of 
customising my own bikes - and yes 
indeed; what you do with yours is 100% up 
to you. I like to think that instead of 
customising the things, I actually improve 
them, which may or may not be the same 
thing. In any case, what you consider to be 
an improvement may differ wildly from my 
view; the only matter which... ah... matters 

is that you’re happy with whatever changes you make. And one of the minor 
amusements of over three decades riding motorcycles belonging to other 
folk has been observing how many are modded in some way, and how 
happy are their owners with the results. I can reveal that far too often I’ve 
met proud owners who admit regret at spending their hard-earned on shiny 
things which do mostly what they claim on the wrapping but which do not 
in fact improve the bike. 

One of the most entertaining - for me - of these was a Hinckley Bonneville. 
In fact, to be exact, there were two of them, and I rode them on slightly 
separate occasions and they were owned by considerably different chaps. 

The first machine was a fairly basic TlOO which had been converted into 
a cafe racer’s idea of what the Thruxton should have been. It featured at 
least one complete catalogue of cosmetic accessories and fairly radical re- 
engineering of the engine. It sounded like an artillery bombardment and 
riding it was as pleasant as being bombarded by artillery. When I returned 
it to its owner, back breaking and ears bleeding, eyes swollen from vibrations 
more usually associated with ground breaking machinery - machinery which 
breaks the ground, not the other thing - and when Proud Owner enquired 
of my views I discovered that my brain was so souped that I needed 
restorative caffeine before I could string together a sentence. He’d spent 
more than the cost of a new MV Agusta to produce a bike which was about 



FRANK WESTWORTH 

FAMOUS LAST 
WORDS 

How to improve a customised 
motorcycle, . , 


25% faster than the stock Triumph. I shared 
this understanding, gently. He smiled, 
agreed with me, told me I’d missed the point 
and packed the bike back into his van to 
take home. 

The other Triumph also started life as a 
cheap hack TlOO. This one had also been 
customised; converted into an urban 
warrior’s idea of what the Scrambler should 
have been. It featured the entire Norman 
Hyde catalogue of performance 
enhancements, as well as cosmeticky bits 
from all over, including a truly neat exhaust 
which should have made the Hinckley 
stylists weep. It was brilliant. I borrowed it 
once, and when I returned it to its owner I 
asked if I could borrow it again. He agreed. 
So I did. When I returned the bike to him 
again, he laughed loudly and said something 
very close to: “Yes! Brilliant, isn’t it?” I was ready to agree with him, but he’d 
already popped a truly excellent wheelie and ridden off with his similarly 
hooligan mates. 

All of which simply goes to show... what, exactly? Of the two Triumphs, the 
latter was built by a rider who wanted to ride his bike and modded it to make 
it suit the sort of riding he enjoyed. I can understand that, even though I lack 
the inclination to follow the same path. The former was built for reasons I 
genuinely struggle to comprehend. To make an impression? To make a point? 
It certainly was not to make a better bike - and if that was the goal then Proud 
Owner and I surely shared a true sense of failure. Another of life’s many 
mysteries. 

However, I have developed a new and relaxing way of customising my own 
bikes. As I mostly buy old ones, they have almost all been modded in the 
ways which were common while they were being ridden regularly. So they 
have 12 volts instead of six; they have digital ignition systems to replace the 
old points; they have mysterious Chinese/Japanese carbs to replace the Amal 
originals. My new process of decustomising involves scouring the ethers for 
the bits everyone else has thrown away, then refitting them to the bike. It’s a 
form of therapy. And guess what? There’s mostly no real difference, which 
makes the entire customising/decustomising process gloriously pointless. 

Hurrah. Let’s do more of it. EH 


‘Far too often I’ve met proud owners who admit regret at spending their 
hard-earned on shiny things which do mostly what they claim on the wrapping 

but which do not in fact improve the bike’ 


WHO IS FRANK WESTWORTH? 

Frank Westworth is the editor of RealClassic magazine, the latest in a long series of publications which began in 1982 when he was bullied 
into producing the Jampot, the previously excellent magazine of the AJS & Matchless OC. He has a mysterious obsession with old 
motorcycles, not all of them rotary Nortons, and with riding them, which he does very slowly... 
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